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TO THE READER. 


Hat which the Queen of Sheba once affirmed 


A 
<4 


before Salomon, is very true; The Inſtruments \ king. 
of Gods bleſSings are the arguments of his love : whence 2 


It 15 apparent that God did wonderfully declare 
his tender love to the Church upon earth, incon- 
tinually raiſing famous men, who like burning 


LY 


lights in golden Candleſtickes, did ſhine forth 
to the honour and glory of his San&tuary. And 
as no age (ſince the Apoſtles time) hath been ſo 
glorious for the light of cruth,and theabundance 
of lights as the preſcnt, ſo I hope (wichour pre- 
judice to any) our Brightman of bleſſed memory, 
for names ſake, may delervedly finde a place a- 
mong thole that were moſt famous in this kinde, 


for truely whilft he lived he was,as Chriſt ſaid of 


John Baptist, A burning and a ſhining l1oht. He was 1ob.3-33 


famous in Preaching, and for his converſation 
making himſelf an example to the Church, by 
practiling what he Preached, living according 
to therule of his Do&rine. Yea and that which 
1s wonderfull, this light of ours being extin&t, 
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ſi!l ſhines brightly, for whar elſe is his 4pocalyps 
of the Apocalyps, but a Light ſhining m darke places* 
for ſurely ſo myſterious is that parcell of Scrip- 
ture, that it is not tobe interpreted by wit, but 
by the Spirit of Divination. Burt our Bright- 
man hath made ſuch plaine interpretation there- 
of, that thou mayeſt eaſily behold the great my- 
ſtery of Iniquiry of the Beaſt of Rome, as allo 
Gods great mercy in calling the Jewes. And al- 
though many learned men have (to their glory) 
ſpent their whole time in the interpreting this 
| partof Scripture; yet this our Author hath in- 
terpreted this and other moſt difficult places; 
witnefſethe Song of Solomon, and the latter part 
of the Prophecie of Daniel. Concerning the Song 
of Solomon, the Law af the Jewes 1s very well 
knowne. by which young, men under the age 
of. thirty (before which time they did not enter 
into the Prieſt-hood) were interdicted' to reade 
ir; leſt thole things which were myſtically fer 
forth, ſhould by the Twaying of their palsions, 
be enterpreted in the worlt ſenſe. But our 
Brichtman amonglt others thar. have deſerved 
well in this alto;, expreſſes every word ſpiri- 
tually, whereby thou mayeſt receive Divine and 
heavenly pleaſures. All things are expounded 
with great labour, and applyed with great 
Judge- 


to the Reader. | 
Judgement; inſomuch, that in this new path, 
_ you: may walk in the foote-ſteps of the Spouſe, 
Feſu Chriſt : or as the Jewes all it; enter the 
Sanftum Santlorum. | 

- The manner of his handling this Scripture, 
eſpecially in the application, is univerſall; for he 
held this prophecie ro be wonderfully difficulr, 
whence it is no marvell, if ſome doubt whether 
he did attain to the genuine interpretation of the. 
Song: but ſince the difhulty of the Allegory hath 
occaſioned ſich variance amongſt the Interpre- 
ters,that it may almoſt beſaid; as many men, lo 
many mindes: | hopeit will notbe diſtaſtefall co 
the Churchof Chrilt; thar the labours of this her 
godly ſonne are publiſhed in Print, whereby the 
Reader may perceive the Authors great know- 
tedge in this myfteric : thee doth acknowledge a 
marriage beween Chriſt and his Church ; but in 
this he differs from the reſt of the Interpreters, 
that what they concludeto be always;he reſtrains 
to certain times: confefle;herthart forſakes the an- 
cient opinions of learnedand godly men,and pro- 
pounds to himſelf a new way, in which he wal- 
keth all alone, may(ih gdod manners) be thought 
to erre; but becauſe ſometimes he that readeth 
_underftandeth that, which the Prophets them- 
ſelves which Prophcficd it did not know,and be- 


caule 


cauſe our Brightman, for his ſingular meckneſle, 
humility, and godlinefle, was thought by them 
amonglt whom he lived and had to do, to be free 
from all manner of affectation of Noveltie, as al- 
ſo becauſe he is not ſingular in his manner of in- 
terpreting : for amonglit the FHebrewes, Aben Ezra 
conceives the myſteric from Abraham to the Meſ- 
ſias, to be here ſ{erferth ; And ſome amongſt us 
from the Meſsias co the Churches freedome un- 
der Conſtantine: And in this they all agree,that ſome 
things are particularly to be applied. And laſtly, 
becauſe our Author doth nor delire credencein 
any thing, but where it may be grounded upon 
: Thef. a ſure foundation, therefore feare nit, try all things, 
s Cor.14. and hold faſt that which is good; The ſpirits of the Prophets 

33 are ſubjeftothe Prophets. TT; ; 
But admir this Propheticall and particular ap- 
plication doth nor pleaſe you ; yet to behold che 
whole condition of the Church from the-time of 
David, till time ſhall be no more; and this ſet 
forth in a ſhort and cafietable, cinnotchoole but 

be both profitable and delightfull unto thee. 

Reader,l thought good topremile thele things 
for thy ſake,and for the Authors praiſe; (at which 
[ chiefly aim) much more might be ſpoken, but 
read the Author, who in the Explication of the 
firſt verſe, doth by way of Proeme, ny 
| et 


| to the Reader. 
ſet forth the authority, excellency and uſeof this 
Song ef Songs. 

By the way, Ipray take this caution, if you 
once enter the Portall, comenot back untill you _ 
have ſurveyed the whole building, the curiofity 
of whoſe ſtruture,ſurpaſles my expreſsion. 

Let God ſo fhincupon us with the light of his 
Countenance,that there may alwayes bea Bright- 
man in Britaine, to the ſetting forth of the glory 
of God in his Sonne Jefus Chriſt : Farewell. 
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A Propheticall Expoſition of the whole 


.Booke of the CanTICLEs. 


CHapP. 1. 


a $$$: > E T him kiſſe mee with the kiſſes of his 
SL 


S mouth : forthy love is better than wine. 
# >, Becauſe of the ſavour of thy good 
4+} Sh oyntments, thy name & 4 an oyntment 
DSASASA powred out: therefore the virgins love 
thee 

3 Draw me, we will run after thee: the king hh 
brought me into his chambers: we will rejoyce and be 
glad in thee: we will remember thy love more than wine : 
the righteous do love thee. 

4 Tam black, O daughters of Iernſalem, bur comely,as 
the tents of Kedar, and as rhe curtaines of Salomon. 

5 -Regard ye me not becauſe I am black : for the ſunne 
hath looked upon me. The ſons of my mother were an- 
gry againſt -me : they made me the keeper of the vines : 
but T kept not mine own vine. 

6 Shew me, 0 thou whom my ſoule loveth, where 
thou feedeſt, where thou lyeſt at noone : for why ſhould 
I be as ſhe that turneth aſidero the flockes ofthy compa- 
nions ? 

7 Ifthou know not, O thou the faireſtamong women, 
gct thee forth by the ſteps of the fAlocke, and feed thy 
kids by the tents of the ſhepherds. 

8 I have compared thee, O my love, to the troope of 
Horſes in the chariots of Pharaoh. | 

'9 Thy checkes are comely with rowes of ſtones, and 
thy necke with chaines, | 
"7p Bbbbbbb to We 


o8s The ſtateof theChurch Cav.1. 
19. We will make thee borders of gold with ſtuds of 
filver, —_— | _ | fr 2 
11 Whiles the king was at his repaſt,my ſpikenard gave 
the ſmell thereof. 


12 My welbeloved x « a bundle of myrrhe unto me : 


he ſhall lye between my breaſts. 

12 My welbcloved as a clufter of camphire unto me, 
in the vines of Engedi. + 

14 My love, behold, thou art faire, behold, thau art 
faire : thine cyes are like the doves. ' 

15 My wclbeloved, behold,thou art faire and pleaſant: 
alſo our bed 1s greene : | 

16 The beames of our houſe are cedars, our rafters 
are of Firre. 


A Prayer. 
() Mercifull Father in Tcius Chriſt, I F:eci thee bcitow, thy: 


holy Spirit for a guide unto me, to «ch yt theſe thy nidden 


Myſteries. Allthe knowledge ot the +.ch is exceeding delightful - 


and pleafant: yea that which #2ncs »-tore the door, and offerecth it 


ſelf freely to every one : how delicious then'is that which thou haſh * 


layd up in the inwardtreaſuries, ſhut up with ſo many lockes and 
bolts, that no mortall man can breake ibrough unto it, but he to 
whom thou wilt youchſate an entrance for thine onely ſons ſake. Be 
preſent,l beſeec! thee,& thou which haſt poured forth fiery tongues 
tn times paſt upon thy ſervants, grant that I may underttand the 


language of the Bridegroome and of the Bride, and may declare 


their ſpeech pu ely and holily to thy ſervants; to the glory of thy 
Name, and the edifying of thine Ele, through our Lord and Savi- 
our Teſus Chriſt, Amen, 


— __— 


The Analyſis, or Reſolution. 


He Authority of this Song ts declared by the Inſcrigtion. Then he 
proſecuteth ' i5 purpoſe in verle, Which is wholy imployed in de- 


—_- 


ſcribing xbe condition of ne-Church, aſWwell as it Was Legal, from- 


* the 
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_ ;; Hs Davids tone. + of 
the time of David to the death of (hriſt,in they. firſt chapters, aud to the 
-6:yerſe of the 4. chapter, es alſo, as it is Evangelicall unto the ſecond 
comming of Chrift to the end of the bovkh. The Legall Church: « ſet 
forth in a arvers fortune Which for platnneſſe fake we divide into;3 times, 
Firſt What it ſhould be till the Captivitie, in the Whole firſt Chapter, 
and the 2., firſt verſes of the ſecond. Secondly, What in the Captivity it 
(elf, to the 15. verſe of the ſame ('hapter. And laſtly, What is ſhould be 
afterWward toits laſt abrogation or aiſſolvaug, Which reatheth to the 6. 
verſe Fd the 4. chapter. Before the Captivitie, beginning at his Father 
David, he ſhewerh What condition that enjoyed nnder him, verſe 1.2. 
7 borges ander himſelfe, verf. 3. And from thente What it ſhould 
e under his ſonne Rehoboam, to the 9. verſe ; under Abija and Aſa, 
verſ.g9, 10, 11. w1der Tehoſaphat, werſ. 12. under Tehoram, Ahazia, 
Toaſh, Amaziah, Huzijah, Totham, and Ahaz, verſe 13. under Heze- 
.chia, verſe 14, under.Manaſſes and Ioftas,verſe 15, and 16, 
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THE EXPOSITION. 


Verſ. 1. Let him kiſſe we With the kiſſes of his month, for thy love 
#5 better then Wine, 


FT" His Prophefie following 2greeth well neere in all things with 

that of Saint Tohn in the Revelation. They fore-ſhew the ſame 
events in the like times. And either of them direRteth his courſe to 
the ſame marke. They differ ſo much in beginnings as Salomon ex- 
ceeded fohn in age. They all> follow ſomewhart, a divers manner of 
handling it. 7ohn ſerreth forth the ſtrifes and bartells of the 
Church more at large, and exaRly painteth out her enemies with a 
greater caution or heed taking. But this Propheticall Paranymph 
(or marriage maker) toucheth theſe things more ſparingly, defirous 
onely to ſetforth the joytull events of the Church, he ſcarcely men- 
tioneth art all any accidents, whereby this nuptiall ſong might be - 
diſturbed : or at leaſt ſo ſeaſoning her troubles, that much pleaſure 
may alwayes appeare in them, 

But fell let us weigh the words, then let us ſee the Application: 
Kiſſes are ſometimes taken for faire, milde, and pleaſant words, as 
chidings and brawlings are compared to wounds, as $4/99202 ſaith, 
' Prov. 27. 6. The Wounds of a lover are more faithfull then the flatte- 
ring kiſſes of an enemic, The m_ = deſireth to be inſtrited 

B 2 
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with the words of her Bridegroome, which ſhe. calle{h Fills, as the 
moſt aſſured pledges of the Bridegroomes love ; neither can any 


thing be compared with this love; therefore ſhe preferreth 'it be- 
fore wine, which is chiefely eſteemed _—_ thoſe things which 
taſte moſt pleaſantly : far the compariſons of this ſong are-taken 
from ſuch things which do chicfely tickle up the ſences : becauſe our 
infirmity is ſuch,that we commonly -fcele no greater pleaſure. in this 
life, then in thoſe things which. pertaine to theſe inferior ſences. 
This is the ſum : the company of the faithful doe chietely deſire-to 
be altogether over-whelmed in a molt familiar converſation with 
Chriſt, and to be moſt plentifully in{trufted -with the words of his 
mouth : which they confirme to be the greateſt pleaſure chat.can be, 
Now for the —_— Solomox beginneth from -the Church of 
his time, and ſheweth the face of it as jt was in-the Raigne of 
his Father Davzd,in this and the next verſe. Chrilt then by the mouth 
of David (bearing his Type ) kiſſed the Church, inſtrucing ir 
with molt ſweete Odes, P/almes and Songs, wherein that time was 
moſt excellent above all others; David iis called the (weete finger 
of 1/rae! by the Teſtimony of the Spirit, 2 Sam. 23. 1. Whereof 
the booke of P/ſalmes is a plentifull witneſle. Solomon alſo compo- 
ſed 1005. ſongs, but very few of them are recorded 'in- the-Sacred 
Treaſury. | 
The Prophets, which were many then, and: at other tres , did 
chide very eften ; but not kifle : They reproved {ins ,. they thundred 
out Judgements,they terrified with threatnings : whereas this-ſweet 
ſinger of //-ac/ , powred out.almoft nothing but prayers , thankſ- 
givings , promiſes. and -Exhortations : worthily were theſe the 
times of kiſſing and. inibracing z:chicfly, if ye adde all that care 
and diligence, which hee applicd ro ordaine the worthip of 
God molt fitly, 1. Chro. 23, &c, With' theſe- kifles,, which even. 
burned with love of the divine word and of allpictie , the people 
had then no lefke defireto be imbraced (ifever at any time. ) David 
rejoyced, when they.ſaid unto him , Lee us 'go- into the hoaſe of the 
Lord. And ſeeing the readineſſe of the people, preferring the wor- 
ſhip of God before all Wine, P/al. 122. 1, Fhe King himſelf like- 
wiſe in the ſweetncſle of {inging ( a figure of the Bridegroom,)with 
diligence and deſireof Religion, (one of the company ef the faith- 
full; did not he deſire one thing of. the Lord, that he might duvell in 
the houſe of the Lord all the dayes of his life ? Pſal.' 27.4.--He mani- 
*eſtly confirmeth the Law of the mouth of God, to be betteer to 


him, 
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him, theg many thouſands of Gol$and ſilver,” And his judgements 
to be ſweeter. then hony to his mouth; P/2/. 119; 724103. 

'Verſ.; 2+ Becanſe of the ſavour of thy gogd ointments,thy name ts as 
an oyntment ponred out, Therefore the virgins love thee. 

Here,with an eſegantFeriphraſis,is ſet forth the conſiceration of the 
pame-of the Bridegroottrom the effects: whoſe forces weakrel by 
che: ſinulitude 1 For the fence'is,. Thy name ts an oyntment poured ont, 
very well an{Wering to the ſmell of thy oyntments: Oyntments ſignifie 
the gifts of theſpirtt ; and the ſmell of theſe pitcs,is that fruit and 
ſweernefſe ,.which is received by the Communication of them.” Now 
whereas the Church publitherh the oyncments of the Bridegroome, 
it;-properly pertaineth: unto. Chrilt, which is a moſt- repleniſhed 
creaſury of the infiritneſſe of alf graces. Yet it'is not to be doubted, 
þur here together with Chriſt, /Z avi# his type may alſo bebcholden, 
who bcing repleni hedwith great abundar.cc of molt divine graces, 
breathed out their ſweetnefſe to Gods people which he governed.- 

_ He--wasg @ thart after Gods own hear. , by waoſe example the 
Kings following. are commended. He was ordained to be the az- 
nointed of the God of 1acob, 2. Sam. 23. t. God' annointing him with 
bu holy-oy!, Pſal. 89 21. Neither was'it withotit cauſe, hat he was 
three times anoimeed, Firft- privatly by Samet, fecondly by his 
own Tribe, thirdly by all 1/rac/: whereas the -other Kings were 
only anoynted but ence. Whence-that nanie is worthily given him, 
Pſal. 2,2. The Kings of the earth ſtand up, and the rulers take conn- 
ſell rogether, a ninff the Lord, and againſt his anvinted, 'Wheretore, 
in theſe words S9/omon declircth the happineſſe of thoſe times, 
which had a King.ſo well furnithed with 3l! che gifts of the ſpirit. 

The virgins are the citizens of the Church, char people of God, 
which obeyed his governmem, who therfore loved his Kirg excec d- 
ingly, becauſe they ſaw him anoynred of God , andenriched with 
{uch notable and excellent gifts. The love ot the virgins firft ſhewed 
ic ſelf, when Sas/ perſecuted David, Zecondly in his ewo yeer13'waſs 
with 1/bofheth, and thirdly in Ab/olons conſpiracie, when the true 
citizens divinely fmelling the Odour of the annointed King,could nor 
be terrihed by any dangers, from cleaving.to him with tirme mindes, 
So ſhort,bur lively, is the image of the-Church in Davids raigne, 
Notable in kiſſes : 1n the figurative 27 fi : In the peoples defire 
of thoſe kiſſes, and-the love of the virgins 'in the true Snbjets,, a 
moft happy Kingdom wherein theſe four reigned. 

Verl.3. Draw me,Wve will ran after thee, The Kino hath brought me 


to 
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unto bis Chambers ; We-Will reioyce and be gladin thee © We pill yew 
member thy loue more then Wine 7 the righteoms ao love ther,” 

In this one lictle verſe, So/omor intreaterh of the Church during 
his raigne, whoſe whoie condition is divided intoifixe members; 

Firſt,the King drawing by his example,and the ſpirit working to- 
gether in the faithfull. The firſt auchorny of his: caigne>begani' with 
the publiſhed meeting at Gibeon, 2. Chro. 1, 2. Of: what force was 
this attration? There followed molt calme peace, *fiich abundance 
of wealth as no where the like : wiſedome almoſt more then mor- 
tall. Glory which amazed all other Kings : and ( which exteeded 
all ) a beholding next unto God. Theſe were enough to have drawn 
the moſt unwilling. But the people followed willingly : We'Will run 
( ſay they ) after thee, | 

Secondly here is taught, that the people drawn by the Kings ex- 
ample , do flie with a ſwift courſe : He commanded the meeting at 
G:beon : they flocked thither in great troopes, 1 (bro. 1.13. '- 

Thirdly, the chamber, whereinto the Bride is brought : was that 
moſt magnificent. Temple built by Solomon. This houſe is the inner 
chamber ; nay rather the couch and Bed ( as it is afterward called ) 
wherein the Bridegroom converſeth with the Bride moſt famMiar- 
ly : whither So/s920» brought the Church, when for her ſake he built 
and adorned it ſo beautifully ; and eſpecially by drawing the people 
into the Temple, on the day wherein he dedicated the houſe, going 
before them wich ſacrifices, prayer and thankſgiving,as 1. Kings 8. 
through the whole chapter. 

Fourthly and fiftly 1s declared, how Jjoyfull all the people were 
of thoſe things,ſo happily begun and continued for many yeers. 

Laſtly he ſaith , he upright love thee, Bur why doth he mention 
the upright, as though there were any in thoſe times whoſe hearts 
were not ſincere and ſound ? verily he feemeth by theſe words to 
paſle over privily thoſe bleſſed times to a ſorrowfull falling away. 
We know how grievouſly Solomon fell in the laſt yeers of his reigne, 
by bringing in ſtrange wives, 1. King. 11, His heart was not found 
rowards the Lord, bat he followed A/rraroach and Milcom, and 
built an high place for Chemoſh and Aolech, But did not many of 
his flattering courtiers run before, whitaer they ſaw the King ready 
to decline ? Burt the faithfull and upright in heart, remained firm in 
tae truth , howſoever deſtitute of the Kings aathority, Here chen 
we may behold the beginning and middle of his raigne very plea- 
fant, The King leading, the people following , The: Temple —_ 

| mol 
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mcſ magnificently,the great mirth and'rejoycing of allmecn. But the 
molt part'in the end wpredefiled ,. yet.the love of the upright was 
conftint , though many fell away co Idolatrie. | 

Verſ. 4..1 am black,bat comely ( O ye daughters of Jeruſalem ) 4s 
the Tents of Kedar : as the Curtains of Solonon, 

Having ſpoken before. of the flouriſning eſtate of the Church: 
now the withering age followeth,-which is wholly propheticall,and 
foare all the reſt which follow. Brightnefſe and light are tokens ob 
mirth and gladnes, and are ſouſed in the Scriptures. Black and dark- 
neffe ate applicd to griefe and mourning.- And truely there hapned 
mournfuil times yRmney «fter Solomon, when his ſon Rehoboam by 
an undiſcreet anſwer,drave ten Tribes from the Church; No marvell 
then if ſhe mourned in black :a matter ſo full,.of offence , that ir 
might make the ſtrongeſt to ſtagger;and the weak to fall altogether: 
wherefore leaſt any ſhould fplic his ſhip- againſt! this Rock, the 
whole rage of that time, is not deſcribed in a word, as betore , bur 
in full five verſes. He beginneth at the fallmg away of the Tribes, 
wherea-great alteration hapofd *Awelfin the Church as in the 
Kingdome. The Churchaffairs are firſt declared briefly in this verſe, 
afterward ſeverally in the 6, 7: and 8. verſes. The tate of the King- 
dome in the 9..verle. As concerning the briefe explication. 

The Church confeſſerh her felt made brown and black by the lefſe 
of her children,and'mach of her-former-beautie; The two fimilitudes 
in -the. end*ſeem. to agree with the rwo diſtin members in the 
beginning of the verſe, [ ar black as the Tents of Ked:r : but conee- 
ly as the Curtains of Solomon. The Kedarens are Arabiavs, living ir 
hair-cloth Tents, made of Goates hair. Se/jzus,chap. 45. which they 
carried with them whither they would: - Pay. 1b. 6. chap. 28, Bur 
the cuttains.of Solomon were ſuch/ as did not only exceed the 
Kedaren haircloth by almoſt infinirydegrees,bur alſo they had a ſetled 
abede ; whence the Jews figuratively uſed themfor every part of the 
houfe, as with Ieremiah,chap. g 20. Suddenly are my Tents ſpoiled,and 
my curtains in a moment. This alſo ſheweth that he'wrore tis ſong af- 
ter kis repentance:for iFhe had known theſc things before his fall, A 
propher needed not t6 have been ſent to admoniſh him of renting the 
Kingdofh from: hine, and giving it to his ſervant,i:Kings 11. 11, 

Verſ. 5. Looknot npon me becauſe I am black , becauſe the ſunn- 
hath looked #pon me : my mothers children Were angry vuith me ; They 
made me the {nt of the vineyards : but minc ovon vineard bave [ 
wot kept. 


In 


986 The Fate of the Church Cap. 1. 
Tn this verſc is aſpeciall deſcription of: the two Tribes, as there is 
of the other, and in the:two verſes following: In- this verſe in the 
firſt words, he preventeth the contempt. whichrmight be objected; 
and then ſheweth the cauſes of her calamitie. Look nor wpon me (ſaith 
ſhe) thar is to ſay, behold me not diſdaintully ; which words do not 
only command bur alſo foretell in what eſtimation ſhe ſhould be a- 
mong her own people. The cauſes are three;firit the principall:beceuſe 
the Sunhath looked upon me,that is,heaven hath inflicted this calamity 
on me,as God hath threatned it before,1 Kings 11.11.39.& 3.1. And 
Rehoboam regarding not the hand that ſmote him heareth of She- 
maiah , Thus ſaith the Lord, this thing us from me, 1 Kings 12, 24. 
The wrath of God is here very well deſcribed by the hear of the 
the ſunne. 

Secondly,'the inſt rumentall cauſe, My merhers children,( not only 
by kindred , but alſo by Religion) being grievoully offended at me, 
have broken off their former conjun@ion with me, and conſulting 
privately by themſelves, are altogether ſeparated from mine ac- 
” quaintance, See the Hiſtory,-z Kings 12. 16. &c. The third cauſe 
giveth occaſion to the former cauſes, They made me the keeper of the 
vineyards , but mine 0.vu vineyard have I not kept , do you ask the 
cauſe, why God and her brethren were ſo oftended ? Thus it was. 
The chiete authority deferred to the Tribe of Jnuds, both by Gods 


decree, and the confeat of their brethren, was ill adminiſtred-by* 


her : The Lords vineyard was committed to her to be kept.: For Le 
deſpiſed the tent of Joſeph,and choſe not the Tribe of Ephraim, but choſe 
the Tribe of Inda, even mount Sion Whom he loved, Pſal. 78. 67.68. 
yet through Solomons Idolatry, and defiling Gods worſhip ( by the 
juſt judgement of God) the other Tribes were offended at Tuda,and 
by ſeparating themſelves made the Church deformed and'polluted. 

Verſ. 5. Tell me(O thou Whom my ſoule loveth ) Where thou feedeſt, 
Where thou makeft thy flock to reft at Noon : for Why ſhould I be as 
one that us vailed by the flicks of thy Companions ? 

Having ſpoken of the ſtate of Religion in the two Tribes, how, 
and for what cauſe they were afhicted - Now he ſpeaks of the ſcat- 
rered reltques in the other ten. This verſe containeth a queſtion of 
the beloved, and che next, the Lovers anſwer. This hath a petition 
in the firſt part, and an inquiry in the reſt : The Petition ſheweth 
the great care of the zodly ; their minds were inwardly inflamed 
with his love, thongh hee were out of their fight. They ask of him 
himſcl! (but whom ſhould they ask elſc) where hee is ——_— 

ecke 
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ecke. They knew he was alwayes-in heaven; but not without cauſe, 


they doubted:where he fed and folded his flock on earth. They ſaw 


their brethren falne away from 14dah; yet they knew there was.nei- 


ther God,nor Prie{thcod,nor Law ih {/rael,2 Chr,25.3, The queſti- 
on is, Why ſrould I be as one that is covered among the flocks of thy 


companions ? A woman veyled or covered, is taken for a Whore, as 


Gen.38, 14. Their manner was to cover themſelves: It is alſo much 
uſed in mourning z as the Leaper was commanded, Ler.13. 45. and 
AMich.3.7. It ſignifieth in this place, as if he ſhonld ſay, Why ſhould 
I be like a woman, pining my ſelf with grief and ſorrow,in beholding 
the wiked Idolatry ofthe 1ſraelites ? Why ſhouldI live among theſe 
Idolaters? Where I am inforced to hide and cover my ſelf,not daring 
to ſpeak what I think ? Itis to be obſerved, that the ſeducers of the 
people, are called his fellowes : not by a true name, bur by reaſon of 
their ambition, wherby they boaſted to be equall to the high Shep- 
heard, and carryed themſelves as his fellowes. For the tea Tribes 
had forſaken the true God, and coyned a new Religon at their 
pleaſure, as yet they had the ſame right which.the chief Shepheard 
had, ro make lawes for their locks, how God ſhould be worſhipped 
of them. As the Pope now boaſteth to, be Chriſts fellow, making 
new Religions, with puniſhment inflited on thoſe which obſerve 
them not. Such was the pride of eroboam and the other 7/raclites, 
who would be fellowes with him, to whom all are ſervants. 

Verſ. 7. If thou know not (O thou faireſt among Women) goe thy 
way forth by the footſteps of thy flocke, and feed thy Kids beſide tbe 
Shepheards Tents. t | 
.- This is the anſwer of the Bridegroom, comforting his beloved in 
her grief ; who (whileſt ſhe, which was defiled with ſuch deformi- 
ty) was adjudged by him to be the fairelt of women, and ro excell 
all other congregations in the world, For althongh theſe reliques 
lurked h:re and there in the Kingdome of Jeroboam, yet made they 
but one Church with the two Tribes. Then he ſhewes her the path 


: where ſhee ſhould go, and with his finger pointeth to the paſtures 


where he reſted whom ſhe ſought. The flocke are the two Tribes, 
among whom the Church was more apparant ; the-Kids are the 
ſcattered reliques of the 7/-aelires. When he appointeth them paſture 
beſides the Shepheards Tents, hee bids them goe into 71:d-a, and 
worſhip the Lord, afcer the inſtitution of the true Prieſts, 

| Verſ. 8. I have compared thee (O my Love ) to my Hare, or tomy 


T roope of horſes in Pharaohs Chaviots, 
Ccccccc This 


930” be ſtateof the Chun CavP.t. 
This mpatuny of his Love to a Mare, may ſeem a grofle fimili- 
tade to diſtreſſed Lovers, but to the Counſell of the Spiric moſt 
ſweet and Divine. | 

We have ſeen in what caſe Religion was, aſwell among the two 
Tribes,as among the diſperſed reliques. This one verſe toucheth the 
Civill ſtate, what can be more ſervile,then to be joyned like a Horſe 

. £0a Chariot, to draw therein at the Drivers pleaſure, and! againſt 
thy will to endure the Harnefſe, the Bridle and the Whip ? Such 
was the condition of that Kingdome, by whoſe aid and fuccour his 
Love was proteted. For in the fifth yeer of the reign of Rehoboars, 
when they had a little breathed after their former troubles, Shiſhak. 
the king of Egypt made war upon them, having twelve hundred 
Chariots, and a very great Hoſte. Hetook many fenced Cities, and 
had proceeded to the utter waſting of the Land, had not the Lord ar 
the length pitied them, and turned away the rage of his wrath from 
Zeruſatem, ſo that he would not utterly deſtroy ir, bar only bring it 
1n bondage to the Foyprians. As he ſatth by the Prophet Shemaziah, 
2 Chron.12, 8,9. Nevertheleſſe, they ſhall be hu ſervants, rhat they 
may know my ſervice,and the ſervice of the Kingdomes of the comntries. 
This Sh;fak entring into the Ciry, took away the treaſures of the 
Houfe of the Lord, and the treaſures of the Kings houſe :. he carried 
away alſo the ſhields of Gold which S«/omz0x had made. Behold the 
Church now like a are in the Chariots of Pharaoh, The drawing 
Mare betokeneth ſervitude : The Charis', that they ſhould be 
compelled unto it by war. Pharaoh (by a common name) the King 
whom they ſhould ſerve, how brief and plain it is deſcribed? yer, 
left the Saints ſhould faint altogether nike the weight of ſuch ca- 
lamity, their comfort is, that he calleth her his Afar, as if he ſhould 
fay, althoughT deliver thee over to Shiſpak, yer underſtand, I have 
2 care of thee. I do challenge thee for mine own, and thou thalt be. 
ſafe under my proteAtion. Note that hee, whom the holy Scripture 
callerch Shifpak, is called by prophane Writers Steroofis : And hee 
zjoyned Kings together ro draw. his Chariot, Died. fic lib. 1. pag.37, 
tin. 23. | 

; Verſ. 9. Thy cheeks are comely With Turtles,or WithroWs of Jewels, 
T hy neck with chaines of GelA. 

Wee heard in the Analyſis, that this, and the two next verſes, did 
beſong to the Kingdom of A65jah and Aſe. Abijah raled but a while, 
and therefore no great variety of matter hapned in his time : there- 
fore that which is common to both, 1s delivered in the beginning of 

this 
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this vere, but that which concerneth the affaires of 4/4, is after- _ 
wards ſet forth. more at large. The lewe/s like Twrtles, betoken 
chaſtity and carcfulneſſe : The two Cheeks are the moſt conſpicu- 
ous parts of the body ; theſe were the Tribes of /nda and Benjamin, 
im whom the Church at that.time was chiefly known unto men. This 
chaſtity and carcfulnefle appeared firſt in 4b5jah, who making warre 
with 7eroboam, endeavoured with gentle ſpecch to call back the 
ten Tribes from their wicked purpoſe, warning them of their falling 
away from God. There are With you (faith he) Golden Calves,Which 
Teroboam made you for gods ; but Wee have the Lord our God, Whom 
we have not forſaken ; and the Priefts Which miniſter unto the Lord,are 
the ſonnes of Aaron, and the Levites Wait upon their buſineſſe, 2 Chro. 
13. 8,10, &c. for although this integrity was not pure wichout any 
pollution, as appeareth,t Xzg.15. 3. yet was it Turtle-like chaſtity 
ro that filthy whoredome of the 1/raclires : ſo when Ab5jahb and 
the two Tribes were beſet both behind and before, they cried unto 
to the Lord, Behold the voyce of Turtles, carctull, doubtleſle, in fo 
great a ſtrait, but adorned with holinefle as with Jewels ; the Lord 
heard them, and ſtroke /rroboaw, and all Z/racl before Abijah and 
Tudah,with a great ſlaughter, 2 Chron.13. 14, 15. So Aſa beſet with 
almoſt infinite hoſts of Zerah the Erhiopian, called upon the Lord, 
in the voyce of a Turtle, ſaying, /e #5 nothing for thee to help, ether 
With many, or With them that have no poWer ; help #4, O Lord our 
Ged, for We reſt on thee, and in thy name We goe agaiuff rhis multitude ; 
O Lord, thou art our God,let not man prevaile againſt thee. Whereb 
the enemies were put to flight, and the Church greatly inriched wir 
their ſpoiles, 2 Chron. 14. 11. &c. 

Verſ. 10, Wee Will make the borders of Gold With ſtuds of Silver. 

The Spirit proceedeth ro ſhew the condition of rhe Church under 
eſa, that hee might grve her yer a more comely ornament, as it 1s 
declared by the raking counſell of adorning the Sponſe ; Wee Will 
make thee ( ſaith he ) borders of Gold;that is wont to be better, which 
15 brought to paſſe bythe conjoyned ſtudies of many, then that which 
is done by one alone. Furthermore, Gold is now alſo added, no leile 
excellent in the ſingular workmanſhip, then in the price ir ſelf, for ic 
ſhouid be chequered with ſilver ſtuds. This did openly forcthew 
that conſtrained meeting of the Kingdome by A/a ; and that con- 
ſulration made by the common confent of the people, and of all or- 
ders inthe fifrecnth yeer cf bis reigne,of raking away all abominable 
gods our of the whole Land of ?«dz and Benjamin; and a penalty 
| Cceceeec2 impoſed 
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impoſed on him that would not ſeek the Lord, 2 Chro. 15.9.10. &c. 
Now was order taken for adorning the ſpouſe , not by the Kings 
authority zlone, but by the decree of all-orders. And tharReforma- 
tion which was bepury in the beginning ot his:reigne, was now more 
fully grown to a ripeneſfle. Theliver ttuds were that taithfull exe- 
cuting of the decree, whereby the Kings grand-mother Jahaka 
was put from-her regency for her horrible idolatry. 2 Chro. 15: 16. - 
Verſ. 11. Whileft the King Was at hu repaſt, wy Spikenard gave 
(mel! thereof, e-1 

Ye have heard before that the giſts of the ſpirit, are ſhadowed by 
'ofFarments : and Spikenard(whichis chief among oyntments) right- 

ly betokeneth the moſt excellent gifts, Therfore while the King fate, 
the ſpouſe as it were opening a Box, perfumed all the netghbour- 
hood, with breathing out molt holy. graces. > 

Bnt if any ask who-the Prophet ſaith fare at this repaſt ? Behold 

King A/a, compaſled with a large garland of [ewes and 1/raeliter, 
in that aſſembly,where he made borders of gold with ſtuds of4ilver, 
2 Chr-.15.9,10.A covenant was made: but wh:t mirth of a banquet 
could be compared with this delight ? Furthermore the joy in facri- 
ficing ( which was great at that time had the holy pleaſure of ban- 
queting conjoyned to it by the Law. As concerning the ſmell of- rhe 
Spikenard : how pleaſant was it to make a covenant among ſo many 
people, to worſhip the Lord,with all their hearr, and-with all their 
minde. Many of Ephraim, AManaſſes and Simeon, feirred-up by the 
ſweetneſle of this ſmell,clave to Aſa, ſeeing the-Lord his God to be 
with him,&c.As it is aid, 2 Chr.15.9. Therfore whatſoever is ſpoken 
of the Church in the raign ot A/a,is contained in theſe 3.lirtle verſes, 

Verlſ. 12, /1y welbeloved ts as a bundle of Myrhe unto me : He ſhall 

lie betWveen my breaſts. 

Herein are three things ſignified : ſweetnefſe of knowledge by 
Afyrhe: Adminiſtration of doctrine by breafts:and the quiet and con- 
enuall uſe thereof by lying or reſting. All which concerne the times 
of [cho/paphar : wo belides that care of preſerving the chaſte and 
pure Religion which he had received of his father,he was alſo exccl- 
lent in the ſtudy of teaching, ſending governours and Levites, with 
the book of the Law to all the cities of 1uda and Benjamin,that they 
might teach the people, the will of God,2 Chro.17.7,8, 9.He alſo 
appointed Judges through all the fenced citics,and in [eruſalcms ,- of 
the Levites and Prieſts,and elders of the families,for the judgements 
of the Lord., and for controyeriies : which Indges were as brealts, 

yeelding 
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fully ſhine, when by the teſtimony of the ſpirit it ſelf, the like had 
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yeclding the pleaſant knowledge of Gods will. And alſo ehoſhaphat 
{ diligently labouring that each one ſhould perform his duty holily 
and faithfully) ſhewed a lively image of the Bridegroom , lying be- 
rween the breaſts of his love, 2 (ro. x9. 5,6. &c. This rE{ting was 
only calleda.provocation , becauſe that ſince the Kingdom was rent 
under Rehoboam,x grievous darknes covered the Church, howſoever 
x ſeemed more pleaſant at one time then at another,yet this reſt was 
quiet,becauſe the fear of the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms of the 
lands that were ronnd about 1-da, that they ſhould nor fight againit 
TJchoſhaphat. The Philiſtians alſo brought tribute, and the Arabians 
flocks, 2 Chro. 17.10. 11. the ſoabites made war againſt them, but 
were ſoon overcome. After which they returned ro their former 
reſt, 2 Chro. 20, 29. 30. pleaſant then was that reſt, which was mo- 
Ic{ted by no troubles. 

Verlſ. 13. Ay Welbeloved is as a cluſtre of (amphire unto me, inthe 
vines of Engeas. 

In theſe words is excellently declared what next ſucceeded /cho- 
fhaphat : inthe times of Tehoram, Ahazi, Foaſh, Amazia, Huzzia, 
Totham and Ahaz, whereof ſome were apparently wicked; ſome 
obſcurely godly; he ſtayeth not to remember them all ſeverally (leaſt 
he ſhould thereby pollute the marriage Feaſt, and cauſe the gucſts 
toloath the banquet ) but briefly binds them up altogether in a 
bundle. And where he addeth in the end, in the vines of Hengar; : 
he teacheth, that this company ſhould ſpring up in the middelt of 
the chiefe Princes, who for their plcaſant and plentifull fruir, may 
worthily be compared to molt fruitfall vines, Now the Princes be- 
fore thew,were A/a and l1choſtaphat ; after, Hezekiah and Toſias, be- 
tween whom this cluſter of Camphire, with their berries, ſprung up 
amons the vines, 

Vetſ. 14. /Ay lovebehold thou art fair, behold thow art fair : Thine 
excs are like the doves. 

The doubling of the words, declared her excellent beauty, eſpe- 
cially with the Hebrews, who ule it familiarly for Superlatives. The 
eyes of Doves are chaſte and ſhamefaced, which wander rot hither 
and thither to ſeek new loves. Such is the chaſtity of the Church, 
when as contented with one true God, ſhe turneth not her eyes to 
idols, or any other invented worſhip. Theſe things then undoubted- 
ly pertain to Hezekiah,which reſtored true and pureReligion to the 
Church,caſting out all Tdolatry.Then truly the Church did wonder- 


Not 


not been in ternſalem fince the dayes of Solomon, 2 Chre. 35. 26. But 


wete there not dove-like eyes, which when hee .confidered their 


wanton lookes even towards the Brazen Serpent, hee come 
manded it bee broken, though 'it had been Gods-own ordi- 
nance, and .anextellent Monument of former memory, 2 Kings 18. 
4. Loc here excellent chaſtity joyned with like wiſdom. | 

Verſ. 15. 4 Welbeloved,zbehold thou art fair and pleaſant : Alſo 
our Bed is green. 

How coherent is this praiſe ? which aſwell! inſtruteth the minde 
m knowledge,as it endueth che heart with Religion, Ir is one thing 
for us to be thankfull to Chrilt, and another thing for Chriſt to be 
thankfail to us. He accounts us thankfull . by reaſon of cle&ion, 
we feel not him ſweet and pleaſant,before we be called to the know- 
ledge of the truth : and our hearts be kindled witha delire of god- 
lineſle. But if any godly one delire to know the ſtate of the Church 
afcer the death of He zekias,the Bride declareth it in commendations 
ofthe Bridegroom. She then flouriſheth, when fhe may freely be- 
hold and ſer forth the beauty of her beloved, which verily hapned in 
the time of 7ofizs , in whole excellent ſanity the Church ſaw the 
ſweetneſle of her beloved, 2 Chro. 34. and 35. At ſixteene yeers of 


age he began to ſeek the God of his father Davis, fonr yeers after, 


to cleer 1uda and [eruſalem from the high places and the groves: and 
from carved and molten images, 2 ro. 34. 3. Religion adorneth 
every age but eſpecially that tender age aſwell for the preſent and 
unexpected ripenes of it,as for a greater hope therof in time to come, 

Bur the latter part of the verſe, declareth more fully the Hiſtory of 
AManaſſes& Ammon. Alſo our bed is green, TheKings chamber(before) 
ſignified the Temple. Neither is it to be doubted but ( Bed ) is here 
uſed for the ſame, which is wont to be placed in the more inward 
and privy Chamber, where the godly may injoy Chritt moſt familiar- 
ly. This Bed waxeth green like the meadowes, in the beginning of 
the ſpring , whoſe beautic the winter had defaced, if they had al- 
wayes kept their greenneſle, it had been unneceſſary to make men- 
tion of it, And if 79/jas had ſucceeded next after Hezekias, it had 
ben as ſuperfluous to make mention of the Temples flouriſhing, as 
of green grafle in ſummer. The words then declare aſwell that 
winter which miſerably afflited the Church under Manaſſes and 
Ammon, which [hook off alrogether the flowers of godlineſſe , and 
expoſed Chriſts Bed to all injuries and tempeſtuous ſtormes, 2 Chro, 
3. As alſo the pleaſantneſle of a milder time, under __ who 
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beautifully repaired the winters ſpoiles. And rhe event very well an- 
ſwered the propheſie, for the purity of Religion was the firſt cate of 
T:fias,when he was yet a childe:bnt after in the eighteenth yeer of his 
reigne he applied his minde to re-edific the houſe of Cod, deſirous 
ro leave the Bed green, which he had found grievoully rent and 
rorne with ſtormes and tempeſt, 2 Chrs. 34. &c. 

Verſ. 16. The beames of our houſe are of (dar , our Rafters are 
of Firre, - 
F This more fully ſets forth that which was begun before, declared 
by the greenbed, for firlt the graſle is green which afterward ariſeth 
intoa talk, and forthwith groweth till in the end it come to it's full 
ripenefſe. The infancy of 7oſi u was pleaſant, but his riper age yeclded 
more pleaſant fruit, whereof there was hope, even from his cradle. 
He ſent Shaphan, Maaſciah, & Foah to repaire the houſe of the Lord 
his God. He gathered mony of the Tribes of 1fansſſes and Ephraim, 
and all the reſt of //-ae/,and of all ZJuda avd Benjamin, to repaire the 
common houle of the Bridegroom & the Bride ; herein they might 
mutually delight themſelves; He gate workmen and builders ro hew 
ſtoneand timber for beams,and for couples of the houſes which the 
Kings of Ida had deſtroyed, 2 Chro. 34. 8. Worthily was it now 
foretold that the-beames ſhould be of cedar, when the building was 
ſet forward with ſuch coſt, care and diligence , whereby the firlt 
beaury of it might in ſome ſort appear, though perhaps it coujd not 
fully be reſtored. And hitherto the condition of the Church was 
tollerable, oftentimes afflited with many miſeries, but now and 
then refreſhed again, when religious princes ruled. The following 
times were more ſubjeQ to calamitzes ; To which deſervedly a new 
chapter is given,bringing new fortune with it. 
| CuHavp. 11. 
DB$$ HS Am the roſe of the field, and the lillie of the 
S+ ] ED valleyes. 


D 2 Likea lillie among the thornes,ſo 7s my 
love among the daughters. | 
Pg 3 Likethe apple tree among the trees of 
the forreſt, ſo « my welbeloved among the ſons sf men : 
under his ſhadow had I delight, and ſate downe : and his 
frun was ſweet unto my mouth, 
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- 4 Hebrought me into the wine cellar,and love was his 
banner over me. pens | 

' 5 Stay me with flagons, and comfort me with apples: 
for I am fick of love. ; | 

6 His left hand & under mine head, and his right hand 
doth embrace me. 

7 Icharge you, O daughters of Teruſalem, by the rocs 
and by hindes of the field, that ye ſtir not up , nor waken 
my love untill the pleaſe. 

8 1tis the voice of my welbeloved : behold, he cometh 
leaping by the mountaines, and skipping by the hills. 

9 My welbeloved is likea roe, or a young hart : loe, he 
ftandech behinde our wall, looking forth of the win- 
dowes,ſhewing himſelf chorow the grates. 

10 My welbeloved ſpakeand ſaid unto me, Arife my 
love,my fair one,and come thy way. 

11 For behold, winter is paſt : the rain is changed, and 
15 gone away. | | 

12 The flowers appear in the earth : the time of the {ing- 
ing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in 
our land. | 

13 The figtree hath brought forth her young figs : and 


the vines with their ſmall grapes have caſt a ſavour : ariſe 


my love my fair one, and come away. 

14 My dove that art in the holes of the rock,in the ſecrer 
places of the ſtaires, ſhew me thy ſight, let mee hear thy 
voice: for thy voice is ſweet, and thy ſight comely. 

15 Take us the foxes, the little foxes, which deſtroy the 
vines « for our vines have ſmall grapes. | 

16 My welbeloved & mine, and I am his : hee feedeth 
among the lillies, RS 

17 Vntill the day break, and the ſhidowes flee aw2y : 
returne, my welbcloved, azd be like a roe,or a young hart 
upon the mountaines of Bether. 
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moneths, was carried away Captive b 


__ TheAmlyfis: 
'F5 ere remain yet other Kings vnto the laft Zedekins';' Whoſe times" 
I are deferibedNEYLY!Y; And [ach ould the Churth Be tntill theif 
carrying aWay dp nm wap terns Prould be" forme Comftrt al' 
well bo ſome fe left iii their Commtreyverſ- 4.45 th the Whole multitutle* 
in the enemies nj 1.dartly 00 the gs warvellouſly- 
reſerve the Church there, verT. 4. 5; 6,7. partly that" at Tength Fee 
pt d deliver then Wherf bs z an Ja IE, 
8. 9. neer at hand,verl. 10,11, 12, 13. andat. length the effetting of ir 
verſ.” 14: Hitherto the Captivity , the ſtate of the There? 0N- 
dition ſhould be divers, Which Wwe have divided. into tWo times,” One ta 
the birth of Chriſt, the other from thence to Vis death,” The time nexe 
after the returne,fhould be ſameWhat troubleſome in the times next fol< 
lowing, verl. 15: which after a little While ſhould receive a tollera- 
ble reſt, veil. 16.6 17, Then more afflitfed in the latter agrfhewedin 
the beginning of the Chapter following. 


THE EXPOSITION. 

Verſe 1. 1am the Roſe of the field, and the Lillie of the vallies, 
| this complaint the Church declareth her calamicy, as ifſhee 

ſhould ſay :1 ſmell moſt ſweetly as the Roſe, and am rfolt” beauti- 
fulf as the Lillie: yer ro the'Croppin gand tram pling'on of every one, 
T lie nolefſc' open then the flower | ich 
grow.in paſture grounds. | | | 
pluckt up | rheoor 24nd every one feeder on my beauty atplea- 
ſare, as the cards on the grafſe in the fields. Yet I deſpaire notin 
theſe afAictjons,, bein aflured, that to my_Beloved1 am moſt weet 
and pleaſant." And fo is the Church wont to be, who is never ſo much 
calt down, bur.is pow and then lifted up and refreſhed, by thinking 
on the excellence which Cod hath beftowed on her. Thyſe times 
which"followed the reſtoring of the Temple by Io145,do teach us 
that rhis complaint was juſt. Firſt, Toſs hin.ſc1f,a moſt pleafantfower 
of piety, {weerer then any Roſe, was cropped by. Phargoh Necoand 
Naip 2 Megidde. lehoahaz his fon whe he had raigned oncly threg 
y the fame” Pharaoh, and'the 
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5 1n the vall 


ro) ts Fees: and thoſe which 
ſture prot G. My wall'is broken down, my hedge 
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Countrey made tributary.. Tehojakim ſerved Nebuchadnezzar, Te-- 
bojaz3nallo after three moneths!Raigne was-carried into exile with - 
kis Courtiers and the Mightier men of the Countrey. But moſt ap- 
parantly under Zedechizs, in whoſe raigne, lex#/4lem was taken and 
miſerably fpoiled. The Temple burnt, the houles.puld down, the 
walles overturned, the City made cquall-to-the ground, and che peo- 
ple { pulled from their Gountrey ſears, ?) carried Captive into bon- 
dage ; as free libertie given to the enemic of . making havock in the 
Church, as in the open fields. 7he.cnemy hath ftretched our his hand, 
( Lameztetb Ieremy ( hap. I. 10 ) pon all her plerſant things, for 
ſhe bath ſeen, &c. | 

Verſ. 2. Likea Lillic among the thornes, So us my Love amo:ry 
the dang'ters. | 
© The Bridegroome anſwereth the former complaint, and teacherh 
plainly how his beloved is not d«ftitute of that comfort which ſhee 
/ 6s ſhe wanted : If ſhe would truly conſider that, He acknow- 
kedgcth her to be a Lilly, naked of her former fences, expoſed to the 
prey as in the open fields : Yet not void of allſ\uccour bur as it were, 
fo guarded every where with a thick hedge of Briers and Buſhes, 
that neither the heards of Cattel], nor the wilde beaſts could ap- 
proach to do her injurie : For the ſimiltude doth not onely fet forth 
her excellency, but chiefly. her ſuccour and ſafety, Thar the Church 
ſliould certainly be preſerved fate and ſound, remaining in the mic& 
of her Enemies, and that ſhee ſhould bee no leſlſe defended by her 
very enemies, then flowers are wont tobe among the thornes, who 
beſet taem about with pricking branches. Ec is manifeſt that the 
Church made tcriall of this comfort in thoſe hard times, when her 
[4 fafety was maintained by the hejpe of them, by-whoſe hoſtile hatred- 
b. fee ſeemed, utterly deſtroyed. Pharaoh defended her againſt 
| Nebuchadnez2er, and Nebuchaduezzar againit Pharaoh. Neither of 
them would root out the Nation, as long as there was hope of faith- 
full obedience, but ſuppoſed to defend it for himſelf, as a ſound 
refuge againſt the breaking in of Enemies, with theſe bryersfer-a 
time, {hee pur away extream calamity. 

Verſe. 3. Like the eAppletree among the trees of the forreſt, ſo ts 
ry vvellbeloved among the ſons of men : under his ſhadovu had T de- 
tight, aniſate dowon: : and his fruit vvas ſovete unto my month. 

Hitherto the ſtate of thz-Church, untill they were carried away 
Captive by Nebuchadnezzer. Now the Captivity foiloweth : whoſe 
firſt eotnfort is reſt granted to the miſerable Reliques, which (when 
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the reſt 'were carried away) had leave granted to remain in thei? 


own country. This comfort is declared by the ſimilitude of an ap- 
pletree, which is but a low tree, neither in length of body or in 
farre ſpreading of limbs may it compare with many others , yet her 
fruiccxcefleth many others in profit and pleaſantnefſe. The ſimili- 
tudes arealwayes fitted tothe times and the divers conditions which 
the Church enjoyeth, This apple tree betokeneth Geda/iah whom 
Nebuchad-nezzer made governour over the people which were left 
inthe land, 2 Ki»g.25. 22. He was low in regard of the tallnefſe of 
the former Kings, or of thoſe high cedars which flouriſhed in the 
'Babylonian mountains, yetin ſhadow he was very pleaſant, and in 
:fruic wholſome , ſo that all the ſcattered Church flocked under his 
covering, chiefly when he had joyned the Prophet 7eremy to him, 
Ter.40.For now were the cedar beams& the firre crafters broken,and 
no leave granted to remain, no-not in the rubbiſh of the city. They 
dwelt at Afizpahin the open fields, or at leaſt under the ſhadow oi 
trees. As alſo the prophet AXficha foretold,Chap.41. 10. Tchanan and 
the other Captainsſo rejoyced in this ſhadow , that they diſcloſed 
the treaſon of 7/4mael deſirous to prevent his wicked purpoſe with 
Juſt puniſhment., Jer. 40.13, 14. CFC. 
Verſ..4. He brought me into the Wine-ſeller, and love Was his banner 
<QUVer MIC, 
Such was the condition of the ſmall company remaining. The o- 
ther captived mulcitude were kept in the enemies country 70.yeers : 
as it is declared in theſe four verſes. He brought me ( ſaith ſhe) into 
rhe Wine-ſeller, thatis a place under ground., where wine is laid afid 
keptfor uſc,as if ſhe ſhould fay he brought me into a ſorcowfull and 
dark hole as it were into a cave, anda place under ground , where 
notwithſtanding I found wine laid up,which was no lefle appearance 
of his love towards me, then the enfigne or Banner carricd before 
the ſouldiers is wontto be a ſigne of the captaines preſence. _ 
This wine-ſefſer was partly Babylon , whither the people were 
carried away by Nebxchad-nezzar : and partly Egypr , whither 
the reft went of their own accord , when Gedaliah was flain. Jer. 
41. Neither did the Church wanteomfort in theſe miſeries, whoſe 
priſon was furniſhed with wine. For the word of the Lord,( which 
15. many times compared to wine } was plentifull in this priſon : and 
che love thereof as conſpicuous, as the Banner carried before the 
Army in the time of warre , lerxemiah fending letters to thoſe that 
were carried away began this wine unto them : ſhewiug them of the 
proſperity which God would give them inthe land of their captivity: 
Ddddddd 2 Chap. 
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(hap. 29. Bur that which is here baiefly Spoken is deelaged more at 
la th the ycrics follogwing. Here: let us- conſider the wonderfull 
me:cy.of our God, who ſealaneth his correRions., towards: his 
Church with ſuch gentleneflc,that when they-thinke.themſelves; xs it 
were,overwhclined and buried in the grave,yetthere they finde-wine 
. and great plenty of delights. | 
Verſ. 5. Stay me With Flagous,and comfort me With appler,for I am 
ferk of love. | ks 
Theſe words more plainly ſhew that the houſe of wine was no 
banqueting houſe, but a cellar wherein wines are laid up. . For the 
loyer is not wont to.{anguiſh with deſire, where;plenty of. the thing 
loved is preſent-: and ſuch is thac banquet where the-Maiter of the 
Feaſt is abſent. The Bride therefore tainreth ,, becauſe: ſhe findeth 
not. her beloved preſent in;this wine-cellar, (for inadverſity:God 
is faid. to. be abſent-fromus ) {o that ſhe had need to.-be-upholden-of 
her fcllowes, 1 ſhe ſhould falbfor want of Krength,. wherein was 
moſt elegantly declared,, what deſireche Church (ſhould have te- 
wards Gad during the captivity. ,. and by what, means (he ihould be 
fatished.uncill the full refticution. For, in that,ſhe-deſireth. Flagons 
and apples, ſhe ſheweth that theſe were -ſuthcient helpes for her; 
Apples are the fruit of a low ſhadowing tree , .as-before'; Flagons 
are veſſels wherein wine is put, and out of which it is powred to 
drink ; the apples berokencd ſome infteriour perſons. with: power, 
under whoſe defence.the captved people might lurke infafety: -The 
Flagons. nated... che prophets and  prieſts.,./-tull of: ſweet: and 
wholſome doQrine:: whereof rhece. ſhonld be ſome, which:only 
like Flagons ſhould yceld the wine of heavenly. knowledge to the 
people, when plenty of. hog{heads could not be had in-cxile and 
ſuch, adyerſicy. God beſtowed. the commodity of-berh:in:the cap- 
tivity ; for he wonderfully exalted Daniel, Hananiah;:ifoach and 
Hazariab, whg like:wholſome apple trees, ſhadowed the afflited 
Church. with their boughes , and fed and retreſhed the miſerable 
people. with pleaſant fruit.God gate them favour with the Afedins: 
avd Perſian Kings , by: whom ( being appointed 'governour-of- the 
Provinces, ) they-procured much reſt.to-their people,Dax.1.19,20, 
and 2:48, 49.Theſe were.the apples by-whom their fecbleneſſe was 
ſupported, The Prophets were the Flagons. Ezechie/ in Babylongto 
whomghe Lord joyned'Danie/, who ſupplicd both the. parts of the 
apple and of the Aagon, being adyanced to:greatdignity and moſt 
. excellent in the guifr of prophefic ; He ſuffered: alſo :/eremy to be 
drawn into Egypt that cither people might have =" 4 
| whic 
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Ved. 6. His left. hand iq wander mine baad.; and biaright hand dath 
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lp a ar peſture gf jmabracingis, plainly ewed,:thar God mati- 
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{Uy declared:at that time how he loved his Church ;'for he didinor 
only preſerve her by. mans aid, but alſs defended her. with his own 
ftretched out armetrom heaven ,.which, we know: was done, inthe 
wonderfull deliyexance,fur-of the three children out of the; fierie 
furgace,, who.lgved Religion more then life, Day. z;Then-of Daniel 
himfelfe. our of the Lions den, Dex. 6. For: whiles Gods by. ſuch - 
wonderfull powerfull, powerpreſerved the trees from all danger, 
which he had planted for 2 {þadow to his Church, he might worthily 
ſeeme to hold the Church in his hands,andto:imbrate-het with both 
his armes. | = YP ; Aygd <4 brizs 263 eh es 

Verſ. 7. 1 charge yot, 0: Kenguers of Fernfalem; by the Roes and 
by the Hinges of the field, that yee ſkurre not up, nor+Waken. my 
love, untill foe. pleaſe. _ | 4 bad iro F 

The dangers ct Ternſalemyare the citizens of the Church; The 
Roes and the Hindes,are thoſe. nations. which held; the:Church m 
tivity. The: meanjag of this xcri.is , as if (he. ſhouldrhaver ſaid 


Ca 
( E they are the words of 'the Church,, as the. learned Tremetins 


and lunins, oblerye,) I require of: you, ye-daughters of [eryſalens, 
that ye {wear tome by the Roes _ Hindes of- the field ; thatif by 
your: fault, ye drive away: my; love, from'my jmbracingz/Fhoſe Roes 
and Hindesſhallevenge it on yqu: with deſerved puniſhment. /Not- 
that it 18 lawfull ro ſwear by enemies, or by any otherthen God, but 
figuratively by the fornie of: an: oath, ſhe teacheth it ſhould be as 
certain that the citizens of the Church ſhould avoid all grievous of- 
fences, with no lefſe duigent.hced:( namely, forifear of the. enemies 
among whom they. lived then. it a covenant had beer /undertaken 


of that matter, and confirmed by an oath, whercfore the hiſtory of 


this oath is the ref of the time of the captivitie, | 

Verſ.. 8.. It « the, voice of .my' Welbelowed'; behald., the eommerh 
leaping by the mountaines , and skipping by the hills. oaks. 1 Bs 

Now after the ſeventy yeers captivity, followertht the! delivery ; 
whoſe prepartion a far off is contained in this & the verle following, 
conſiſting of a threefold circumſtance; ,Of the voyce of her defoved 
His ſwift coming;and his preſence..-7þt voyce of my beloved :- Shee 
fallettrinto this ſpeech. abruptly, as if (he had heard thevoyce of her 


beloved: * * 
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beloved;;#2(ling her feum afar 6ff, and had Been ſmitten with a ſud- 
den joy4or the-newnelſle of the matter, ever that which ſhe chief 
deſired.” . Now in this whole preparation, King Eyrs- repreſenter 
the perſon of her beloved, whom God had ſtirred up todeliver 
the Charth : Thew after's long cime;'was the voyce of the beloved 
ficſt heard, when the rumor began to be ſpred abrod;that the Medes 
and Per/ians would make war againft Babylon, The Prophets noted 
out Cyr«s by name,many yeers before; that when they ſhould heare 
him preparing for war,they might'not doubt, bur-it' was the voyce it 
sfcif of rhe beloved, 1ſay 44- 28. Thus ſaith the Lord of Cyrus, He #5 
my Shepheard, and ſpall: pevterme all my pleaſure: and 45.71, 2,2. 
Thu ſaith the Lord, to his anoynted Cyrus, Whoſe right hand 1 have 
holden to ſubdae nations,e4c. that thoumayeſt know, that T the Lord, 
Which call thee by thy.name, am the God of Iſracl. But the report 
was ſpred far and wide,before the Kings brought their hoſts ro Ba- 
blown : Tay. 21.3; 1 Was bowed dovey ar the hearing of st,I Was diſmaied 
at the ſeeing of 1t, my heart-panted, cc. under the perſon.of the Ba- 
bylonians, And Peremiah50.43. The King of Babylon hath heard 
the report of them, and his hands Waxed: feeble, anguiſh took hold 
of bim. And's 1.29, es Babylon hath canſedtheſlain of Iſrael ro fall, 
ſo at Babylon ſhall fat! -the 'flain of all rhe earth. But this yoyce 
ſo fearfull ro'the Babylonians, was molt pleaſant and acceprable ts 
the oppreſſed and baniſhed Church. Now *forthe'ſwiftneſſe of his 
comming it is ſaid,  Hee:came Jeaping, as it were, hiſtning over the 
Mountains on ſtilrs, ſo paffing over the lirele hils, that hee did not ar 
all rouch-them. In this manner was the.comming of Cyrus, ſwibe 
and ſudden. How much bufinefſe he brought to paſle after he once, 
undertook it; he: ſubdued the Armenians and Creſie the Lydiar, in 
| a trice; the Hy rcanians, Batllvians, Sufians, Carians, Phrygians,and 
p _ Capprdeciants he ſcarce touched'with'the tops of kis toes, they fo 
xdily yeelded to him'of their own accord : See Herodorus, Clio, 
Xenaphon, C'yroped. | | 

Verſ. 9. My Wwelbelowed us like a Roeor a young: Hart, lo,he ftanderh 
— Wall, looks1e forth of the'WindoWs, ſhewino himſelf rhorow 
Te Or ates. | ; 

The'firſt part of this verſe declareth the ſwifrnefſe of the coming 
of Cyr# ; the later part' part deſcriberh- his preſence, and thar by 
three circuniftances.: Hy Pending behind the Wat ; bis lookiag thorow 
the Window, and firwing binefelf therow the grates; All which fer 
forth unto ns, tho befieging''of Bby/on'by Cyr. and Darins : fo C 
p theſe 
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xing whatto do ; his retinue char Ing PA, ang, nothin roſ- 
A  dohe} it Fra her BT 209. nothingyrof 
of the. WindoWs ;. that is, hee took crafty. counſell,and confidered (e- 
ccetly, how he might gain the City ; when turning the river Euphra- 
res, he brought his army into the City by the channel! ſo privily; that 
the City was, take. before any. force of batrery was felt, Neither 
ſhould any macvell, that the name of the beloved is given to a 
heathen King + for whar, and focever the Church hath,the beloved 
himſelf yeeldeth it, bur hee-ufeth divers inſtruments, on whom hee 
beſtoweth his o:vn Name, that all help may be properly under- 
{ood tobe of him whoſe name the inſtruments beare. . 

Verſ. 10. Hy Wwelbelovedſpaky, and ſaid untome, Ariſe my. Love, 
my fair one, and come away. 

Such was the preparation farther off; that which is neerer fol- 
lowerh : Firſt; declared univerſally-in this verſe, then ſeverally by 
)2rts in the verſes following: This feet and pleaſant ſalutation 
hapned at that time, when Babylon was taken,and Balſpazzer ſlain ; 
the Medes and Perſians obtaining the Empire, See how the Edi& 
of Cp-s, of deliveringthe people, agreeth with this pleaſant cal- 


ling, Ezra 1.3. &. 4. Who 1 there among you of all his people ? his 
Go 


be With him, and et him go up ro Jerulalem, which 6 Jud 1, and 
build the houſe of the Lord God of Iſrael, (hee & the God) Which i in 
eruſalem. - And Whoſoever remainerh in any place Where he ſcjourn- 
eth,let the men of hus place help him-with {ilver, and with gold,ana vith 
gods, aud With beafts, beſides the free-will off ring for the houſe of Gad 
which is at Jeruſalem. Here the welbeloved boaſtcth or glorieth in 
the beauty of the Spouſe, and while he breaketh the bonds of her ſer- 
vitude, and giveth her leave to depart,.hee maketh proclamation, 
Ariſe, and come away. And verily, though Ezra, a moſt learned 
Pricft, relateth that matter forthe worthineſfe of tt, moſt plentifully 


in the whole Chapter ; yet there the thing done is ſcarce more plain- 


ly declared, then it is here forerold to be done. | 
Verſ. 11. For behald, Winter us paſt, the rain ts changed and u gone 
aVWay. $2 ; 
The ſeyerall explication is'manifeſted either in removing the htn- 


dring cauſes in'this verſe, or by ſettirig down the helping cauſes in | 


the two verſes following. Finter,or the violent ſtorme 1s changed. 
This Winter is twofold,proper,and figurative : properly,ic react _ 
: rhat 
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thar abont the end of Winiter the people prepared fof thAr reryrhs 
Kirred up thereuiito by the Edit of Cyri@, which may be coliin 
by probable treaſon ; for" their fit feaſt Ifrer their retufn, was. 
Feaſt of Tabtrnacles. To the” cdlebrati ng of which Faſt, Toms 
time paſſed before the people could come _rogether,' ſcattered 
through the fields and Cities, Ezra 3. 1. Then afcer certain yeers 
Hezra himſelf departing from Babylon, with a readier or mote pre- 
pared band, fpent four Moneths in the journey, Hezra 7.9. whence 
it is likely that thoſe firſt berook themſelves, to the' Journey in the 
beginning of the Spring, or not long after. The figurative Winter 
is the wrath of God, which (of late) fell upon the Tewes, like a 
horrible ſtorm, and ſcattered them hither and rhither, like{raw or 


ſtubble. This wrathar length pacified, was changed into a great - 


calme and quictneſ]-, | | 
Verſ. 12. The jlovvers appeare in the earth, the time of the ſinging 

7 oi "pe , ; ind ik dS S 
of Birds ts come, and the vojce of the Turtle s heard in our land. 
- This, and the verſe following, ſhew the helping cauſes, which are 
alſo proper or metaphorical). Proper, the commodity of the time, 


moſt pleaſant z whereupon hapned the decree and the counſcll of 


returning, and the preparation thereof, whereof was ſpoken inthe 
former verſe. Meta boricat, God was not only mercifull, (as al- 
ready harh been ſaid)but par alſo the reconciled will of ſtrangers, 
partlr, theexceeding readincſſe of the Ievvs themſelves. The nati- 
ons hcarkning to the Edit of Cyr«s, and God inwardly ſtirring up 
their hearts, with how great defire did they further,che return,help- 
ing them abundantly, and furniſhing them plentifully with gold, and 
with ſilver, with aid,, and wich cattell, and with other precious 
things, Zerg 1.6. The Teyves.delight and pleaſure therein,no doube 
was, that it might well be compared with flowers, with ſinging of 
Birds, and the blooming of trees;: Alſo among the Ievyes were di- 
vers orders, of men, which ſeem here_to be ſignified by the ſeveral 
ornaments of the Spring, which Ezr2,divideth into,three ranks : 
The Elders of Families, The Pricfts and Levites, and the Commen 
People, Chap.1. 5. and 2,70. Here Salowgn proceederk by- an _in- 
verted order, making no reckoning of the dignity, but of the deed 

and of rhe nature of it. 1 ſuppcſe the common. people are the-flowers 

KLEIN 3a 8's $2 MeL: FASL « TRIS 
appearing in the.carth, which grow confuſedly, here and there, one 


among another, and prevent the trees themlelves.in their, haſty 
ripening. Fe/,expreſſing the headlong ſtudyof che common geapls, 
who arc wont torun before the induft. "of the Magiltrate : The 

: | ſinging 
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. l003 
frging Firdr and Turtles, are men of the Leviticall Order, which 
aro efore"the people, fome with holy ſongs, and fome with ſa 
rifices, 8c. $7 5 athe the q ; 

"- Verf, 13. The Fig-tree hath brought forth her young fies, and the 
Vines With phedr ſmall grapes have caſt 37nbe Ariſe my _ fair 
one, andcome aWay.. - | 

---Hitherto the meancr helping cauſes ; here we have the mightier, 
and more principall : As if hee ſhould fay, not only the Flowers of 
the graflc,but alſo theſhrubs and tallectrees,which ſhould guide and 
governe the people and multirnde, ſhonld fet their hands: to worke, 
and bend all their force to bring back the people. Cyras reſtored 
to them every inftrument of filver and gold, which Nebachaanezzar 
had taken away. Zerwbbabel, Foſhua, Nehemiah, and other ex- 
cellent men, made themſelves Captains over the peoplethat by well 
ordering, they might bring all their defires to a wiſhed end. Soin 
this preparation here, ſhine as Stars , the Edit of Cyr«s, the time 
of the yeere, the office of the Nations, and the divers orders and 
deegrecs of the people returning, which are all declared more at large 
in the firſt and ſecond of Ezra, he uſeth the ſame compellation or 
calling by name, in the end, which hee did before, thar hee might 
ſhew, as it were, with bounded limits, in what ſpace of time, this 
defcription'oof the Spring is included, 

Verſ. 14. My Dove, thos art in the holes of the Rocke, in the ſcerer 
places of the ftaires, fhevw me thy countenance, let me heare thy voice, 
for thy voyce 5 ſweere and thy ſight comely. | : 

The delivery it ſelfe is declared in this one wer/#, which that it 


might appeare and finke the deeperin their mindes, he remembreth 
chem hreis late Conditron by the holes of the Rocke and the ſecret 
places -Gicy ftaires ; [that the Church ſhowld- as ' well remember 
co attribute her received ſafety to-God,” who'alf this while yeelded 
her no feſſe refuge from the rage of her enemies, then the high rocks 
and darke lurking places are wont to be to the Dayes. As allo to pur 
her in minde that "os was notin her own habitation; but in a lurk 
lace; fit ro keepe her in ſafery in Exile, and not appointed to dwell 
in, he muſt therefore deparr out of thar prifon, and make haſte tg 
the Palace, which her beloved had built her. No doubr, they exhor- 
re one anprher at thar'time, that fhey ſhould prefer the promiſe 
of Gol in their Country ſeares, before rhe 'elights bf the place; 


whereioto they were baniſhed, wherewith' many were fo raken and 
*=tarcd, that they alrogerher neglefRted '2-returne. Now whereas 
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he requireth that the ſhould ſhew him her countenance, and ſhould 
cauſc her voice to be heard; he (heweth them that ,at length the 
Church ſhould be ſeene .againe openly, which had long lyen hid 
from mens ſight in darkneſle, And that voyce which her lover is fo 
deſirous to here, is the voyce of mourning and weeping, whereby 
the faithful in the time of deliverance,ſhould ecknoreiadne their for 
mer offences, whereby they had provoked God, and ſhould carneſt- 
ly and heartily bewaile them. 1/hen ye ſhall call upon me (faith the 
Lord 4 oirrs 1) that ye may go and pray unto me, then Will I heare 
Jou : and ſeeking yee ſhall finde me, when ye ſhall ſearch for me With 
all your heart, Chap. 29. 12,13. This is that countenance all over- 
whelmed with tearcs, in whoſe ſight God is ſo much delighted : 
this is that mournfull and ſuſpicious voyce, then which nothing is 
to him more ſweete or Pr for ſo the ſecond: company which 
Ezra brought backe, beginning their progreſſe with a Proclaimed 
faſt, ſhewed the ſame aſpet to their lover,. cauſing him to heare a 
moſt ſweete voyce of the confeſſion. of fins, £zr4 8, 23, 2 

Verſ. 15. Take us the Foxes, the litile Foxes, that ſpoile the vines: 
for our Vines have tender Grapes. 

Hitherto of the Captivity, now followeth the reſtored condition 
of the Church. And firſt of. that State which it obtained next the 


returne in this, and the verſes following. Ic appeareth not plainly, 

whether theſe be the words of Chriſt, or the Church, or of both : 

truely that which is here commanded concernes them both: yet ſee- 

ing it belongs te his government and authority, to take away all 

hartfull things, which may damnifie the Church, ory ſeeme rather 
h 


to be his. Theſe words teach three things of the Church of that 
time. Firſt, ſhe hath little Foxes lying in waite, Secondly, thoſe 
Foxes areto be taken and their deceipts made vaine. Thirdly, the 
beginnings of the reftored Church were fo tender, that they might 
be grievoully hurt by the feebleſt enemie. As to the firlt, The Foxes 
beroken 1 roſes, fabeile and diſſembling enemy : whereunto allo 
the Hebrew word very well agreeth, which ſignifies to deſtroy un- 
der a ſhew of friend(hip. As Uſurers uſe, who ſeeming to helpe 
ppore men,utterly undoe them with borrowed money. How to the 
ife happened theſe things. For we know with what craft the Ene- 
mies endeavoured to hinder the building of the Temple, craftily of- 
fcring ayde, and corrupting the. Counſellors with rewards, as long 
as the Kings favoured the Jewes, but when they ſaw their favours 
a little to decline, they ſparcd no reproaches, and. falſe accuſations, 
| ; whereby 


Cav.2. 0 ; Der | '\ tarne. 
whereby they might procure hatred tothe new returned Jewes: yea 
te chetr fraud they added force, endeavonring to hinder the begun 
work by Armes, Ezra 4. 23. Now theſe Enemies are called little 
Foxes,1n regard of the Syrian, Afſyrian and Babylonian Kings, which 
afflited them in former times. Theſe Governours were baſe -and 
obſcure perſons, yet could theſe little wilde beaſts do much in ſuch 
tender beginnings of the Church, whereby the worke of the houſe 
of God was hindred, and being begun lay ſtill about 27. yeeres, 
Ezra 4.24. But atlengrth thoſe lictle Foxes were taken, when Da- 
rix confirmed the building, and impoſed a moſt grievous: puniſh- 
ment on thoſe that by any meanes hindred the worke, Ezr4 6. 11, 
Yea there wanted not Foxes, for Nehemiah found Sanballat, Tobia', 
and the reſt of that crew as troubleſome as the former. Firſt, crafti« 
ly ſtudying provity to oppreſſe them, Nehews, 4.7. But mifling there- 
of they atrempted violence under colour of conference, having hi- 
red the Prieſts, Prophets, and chiefe of the people to deliver them 
Nehemiah, Theſe were Fox-like times, by &s Teſtimony of Tobias 
himfclt, who ſaid, Nehem. 4.2. Although they build, yet if a Fox 
go up, he ſoall even.breake done their ftony wall, &c. 

Verſ. 16. Jy Welbeloved 1 mine and Iam hi; he feedeth amorg 
the Lilltes. 

That is to ſay, we reſt quietly in one anothers love. He is conter- 
ted with'me onely, and I with himalone. Her lover hath fuck care 
of his flock, that not like other heardſmen, he ſeeketh onely graſs 
fie Paſtures for his ſheepe, bur alſothe delights of.gardensfor them: 
Then ac length thoſe Fox-like times received a reafonable' happic- 
condition, the holy Ceremonies were uſed, and all wicked ſuper- 
ſicions were valiantly and conſtantly refuſed, to the which while 
the. Church applyed ker ſtndy, ſhe ſhewed her ſelfe to deperd- 
wholly on'the love of heronely Loyer. Before the Iewes were: ba» 
nithed to Babylon, they were wont to follow ſtrange gods, where- 
fore they were ſo grievoully and often reprehended by the Pre phets, 
and which brought upon them almolt urter deſtruction, and ſo long 
Captwity. In all which time they ſeemed no lefle to have forſaked. 
God, then God himſelfe to have forſaken their ſervices. Bur now, 
at length called backe to their Country ſeates, they would preſerve 
chaſte piety with a more firme purpoſe, conſtant will and-deſire.- | 
Neither would they ever hereafter depart from Gods holy Religi. 
on, even with the hazard of their lives; which came- to paſſe accor-. 
dingly,for-we read of notroubles afterward in the Chureky ungiH 
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the time of Al-x4nder the great. Wherefore theſe 2, verſes compre« 
hend the hiſtory of about two hundred yeares, namely from the re- 
ſtoring of the Church by Cyr» ro eAlexanaer the great, that is, du- 
_ ring the whole Monarchic of the Peorfpars, 33 appearech' by Ezra 
and Nehemiah. ; Þ ; | oh 
Verſ. 17. Varill the day breake, andthe ſhadowes fly aWway, turne 
”y -_—4 and be thou ole & Roc or young Hart upon the mountainer of 
Ferher. 
- The 2. former verſes ſhewed the condition of the Chureh next ab 
ter their returne : this verſe intreateth of times a little farther off, 
yet with a continued order joyned with the former. Herein firſt he 
ſerteth down certaine bounds 1n the beginning of the verſe,and then 
delivereth the ſum of it in the reſt. The bounds define that ſpace 
in the compaſſe wheicof this conſideration is contained : namely wn 
roll the day brenrke, &c, Which words ſigntfie that molt renowned 
day of Chrifts death : as it ſhall aftcr appear : whoſe morning and 
mid-day are here moſt elegantly declared by adjundts. All agree, 
that the aire or winde is uſually more troubleſome in the morning 
and evening then in the reſt of the day, as alſo Ariforle reacherh in 
his Problemes,- But why is this day defcribed unto us, by che trou- 
bleſome windy morning, and the vaniſhing ſhadowes ? Becauſe it 
was chiefely to be noted in both theſe proprietics. The morning 
blew eurbulemtly; for ſtraightway in the morning, the high-Pricſts 
with the Elders and Scribes, held a Councell and delivered Icſus to 
Pilate, Mart 15. 1. bor at the 6. houre that is ts ſay, noone it ſelfe, 
the ſhadowes flew away overwhelmed wich darknefle in a ſtrange 
manner, fo that the Iewes ſaw notyet an end put to their old tha- 
dowes, Ark, 15. 33.. But theneſpecially they vaniſhed, when the 
third houre afrer,ar the death of the Mefius,the vaile of the Temple 
rent in two parts,and the hand-writing of the Law(as well of all the- 
Ceremonies as that which was againſt us) was altogether cut off, 
This is that day fo famions in the Scripture, and ſo exatly defined, 
Dan. 9, 24. 25; Of this Chriſt, himſelfe maketh often mention, 
Ish. 7 30. and 8, 20; and 13. x, The time is here ſet forth of the 
condition of the ancient ' Church from Alexander the great 'to the 
&ath of Chriſt. So was that time limited. Now if ye ſecke what the 
whole ſtate of the Church was during all that ſpaces The ſwift re- 
turne of her love, /;e 4 Roe on the mountaines of Bether, ſheweth. 
tus. The Mountaines of Bethey are in'Gilead beyond Iordan,whence 
they take their name * fot they are divided from the reſt of Pg 
y 
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Cab'y thn Captive ; 
by the River Terdes, And thiriwhole Tra Ris called Þithron;a Sams. 
2; 39, 137 rimeliu2 and Twnine do obſerve. This fimihitude teacheth 
that ber beloved ſeemed: ſometimes' ro withdtaw' himmſelfe, yer- 1s 
farther then the neighbour mountaines of. Bethey, ſeated in the bor+ 
ders of che holy land; whence he, conld; quickly game ro her apde, 
ſikea Rocora young Hinde. Prolemexs Lags grievouſly afflicted 
Indea, bur it laſted nor long. Nor-wasthere any violence donets 
Religion. Afterwards Antiochws the great, ſtrove with the Prole- 
meet ; Euparor and Epiphanerwith goubrfall fortune of 'the warres, 
ſo rharrhe Tewes were ſometimes conſtrained to ' change their Ma- 
Rers, yet they alwaies proſpered without great danger of perifhing. . 
Her beloved'was not-alwayes ready'to helpe her, thefe firſt 137. 
Feeres, but he ſyffcred her not Jong.te complaine, rupning, ready to 
clpe. her, irom the bardering Mountaines as need required. _, , 

- CurapPe. III, ——— 
N my bed by night F ſonght him that my ſoul 
> loved:: I\ſbught him, but k:found'him not. : 
F-4 I 4 2\I willrife Hereford eyed 4, -m:- 
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in the city by the"ſtreets; mhd by! 
veth : Tſoughr bim, bunt T ſound him not. .. 


x 
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| $ places, ad wilt ſeeke hit that my foul lo- 


. 3. The watghmen that, went aBeur the city,. found; me : | 
to nagy I ſaid, Have you. Teenie. him, whow-my foul lo-- 
veth e as het ad de V: 5" 

4 When I had paſt alitle from them,then I found him 
whom my ſoul Toved ::T-rook-hold: on- hin and left him 
nor, tif] I had brought him unto my mothers henſe, into 
che chamber of her that conceived me. — © | 

5 I charge you, O danghters of TIerufalem, by the roes 
_ and by rhe hindes pf rhe fieſd,;thar ye ſtir norup, nor wa- 

ken wy tove untill. the pleaſe, en nn 

6 Whois he thar commit vp..olit 6f Vid wilderndle 
like pillars of fmoake perfumed with myrrhe and incenlc,, 
ad with all the ſpices of.che merchants 1; - + mes 
;. 7. Behold Ins. bed , whichis, Selomens «: ahocalevrer 
120; rong 


be. thats © 4: ther Charch 
s #44) 2 LL { 33 q 
ſtrong men are round abaur;it;ofthe valiant men of Iſrael, 
- 8 Theyall._ handle the ſword, aud. are expert in war, 
=o 2 APOCn upon his.chigh for the feare by 
nignt, nt bv, a 0 22311 *firom® SORTS 1 09TTS TEk, 
9 King'Solomon tizde' him{etfe 4 palace of thetrees of 
—_— 7 ER TS 
10 He madethe pillars thereof of ſilver, and the paves 
ment thereof of gold, che hangings thereof of purple, 
whoſe mids. w4s. paved-with the love of the daughters of 
Teruſalem.. - +}. ; | | | 
11 'Come forth ye daughters of Zion, and behold rhe 
king Solomon, with the crown, wherewith his mother 
crowned him inthe day ofhis marriage, and in the day of 
the gladneſſe of his heart, | | 
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Hi bath heene ſpoken of that milder time of the.Churoh after 
the return;from the Captevitie, both of the time neefe and far- 
ther eff. -NoW. ſhall be ſpeWwead 4\more troubleſome time by the abſence 
of ber beloved, Which in vaine ſor ſeeketh in her bed, verſe 1. in the Ci- 
rie, verſe 2.07 among the Watchmen [4 the.Citir, verſe 3. but at length 

ſhe findes and holds bins, verſe 4, ana 5. | 
 Higrhiu far to the birth of Chriſt. The reſt" of the time unto his death 
u ws it Were dn vuerſering of the marriage, Whoſe preparing 3 in reſpett 
of the Bride, vere 6. tn reſpett of the beloved and hu bed verſe 7. 8. 
Hu Litter, verſe 9. 109. The ſolerunity of the Marriage Which giveth 
#s 4 King CyroWvned, verſe 114i And bu love very romely, ec. Chap. 

beds 'lh 
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| THE EXPOSITION. 
Verſ,1.By night oy my Bed Ifought him Whom my ſoule loverh: T ſought 
him, but I found hine not.” teat art) | 
'} all the ſpage of time untill the- break of the day (that is.to 
GL ay, that ay wherein Chriſt dyed) worthy of memory is that 
nighr, which the Spouſe now ſpeaketh of. The weaker ſort might 
be afraid, leſt Chriſt had alrogether forſaken them, now they could 
not inde him to helpe then; whom-yet'they hoped 'to be neere at 
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hand in.the bordering mountaines,'as is generally: thewed in the 
laſk verſe.of the former Chapter. This calamity-is declared in ſeeking 
- herþcloved, which is firſb beguninther bedy in this 2#/e; Now her 
bed: is the Temple, as before Chap, 1: 160 'Our bt#-47 'greene. This 
ſearch was made in the night, namely when the ttae worſhip of God 
was much obſcured, and alcogether 'over-whelmed with ntght-like 
darknefſe, The Church theretore- complaineth it was ſuck a time, 
wherein true Religion was trodden down, ſo' that Chrift-whom the 
faichfull chirſted for, was no where to be found in his true'worſhip: 
Thefethings then belong to that deſolation which Antiochus Epi- 
phanes brought.upon them, who robbed the Temple, forbad 'Sacri- 
tices, offered Swines fleſh in the Temple, conſtrained them to wor- 
ſkip ſtrange gods, compelled them:to. leave .cireumciling their chil- 
dren, burned their holy Bookes, and lefeno manner of' wickedneffe 
unattempted, This wofull ſpeRacle Daniel did manifeſtly declare 
almoſt 309. yeeres before, Chap. 8. 9, 10, &c. and ri. 28, 29, &c, 
And it is ſaid to be done, 1 Maccab. 1. from the 23. verſe, to the 
end of the Chapter. The Temple: was not caſt down as: by 'Neba- 
chaduexzar,' but wofully deformed and ſhur up from the true wor- 
ſkippers, whence-ſhe ſaith, She ſought him in the' Bed, but fond hins 
or, The Bed remainedempty. and. Chriſt was'gone, 
, Verſ. 2. will riſe now, and go about the Citie , inthe ſtveets and 
5» the broall wayes >I' Witt (eek him Whom my.ſoul-loverh,'T ſought hims 
but I fel him not. GN od 900 1 OE IRS 
The ſecond fearch- which ſhewertr tharChriſt was not only ab- 
ſent from! the Temple;. btit likewiſe: 'was not to be forind in the 
holy city. If every corner were ſought never ſo diligently , there 
could: bee found ono focrhertof piety. '/The 'cruelty of Antiochne' 
wrought this ce ,who, after he had facked rhe tity; -biirnt-it. with" 
fire, overthrew the houſes and walls, cartied-away the women/and* 
children captives, guarded the upper city with murtherers, put the' 
citizens to flight,-and made the city an habitation of ſtrangers , &c.' 
i. Mactap, 1.33. 34-35- 4nd' 40.\No marvell if among the dregs 
of ſuch; moſt deſperately ,wicked:imen, lier beloved could nor bel 
found. Bur what could be more elegantly ſpoken to foreſhew this 
deſolation of the city ? _- Ay (7101 4:44, o 
| Verſ. 3. The Watchmen that goabout the city found me , ro Whom T 
ſaid : SaW ye bins whom my ſout toverh?:: +15 1 7 ;- 
She ſeeking the city in-vaine;lightet6n the watthmen 'of 'whom* 


ſhe enquireth of her beloved; ſaying, Have ye /ten'lhim Whom FT > 
| BY 6 loverlt*:*- 
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loveth> She ſtayes notrill they, examine her; bur begins to-queſtion 
them;Thg waichmen& keepers of the city are the holy Prieſts who 
(as much2$-they may):hold faſt & keep the rrath in theſe dark times. 
And arc fad to. have found:the Church wavecing, being driver from 
her ſeates;\The chicf of theſe were Afarrathias the father of the 
Aſaccabees and his-fons ; who valiantly anſivered rhe Kings ſervanr, 
requiring them-rg ſacrifice, /f all Narsonsfoll away from the Worſhi 
of their 41ders : 'y8t bg; agd bis chiltremand brethren Wontd Walk in the 
Conenert of tein elders, , awd not tran'grefſe their Worſhip ro the'roght 
band oy to the left, 1, Afacca. 2, 19. 20. Such faithfull men then found 
the Chucch, which: yet gave' her no anſwer, they were fo aſtoniſhed 
as their lilence bete-dcclarerh,:. |» 14.2 « 
_ (Verſe 4 Je War but. 4 Hirclt tha] paſſed from thens, but F found 
hin Whons. wy [onl lewerh ::.1 het bim and Would not let him go,untill I 
had brawg't hin tute wy mothers houſe ; and wto the chamber of her 
thas conceived why 1 s 
Now ſhe, departeth from the high pricſts and governeurs of the 
city, getting no. comfort of themat that rime, ſuffering with the teſt 
2common.deftrution;:: Bur going little from them, ſhe chancerh 
ep.him.vyhom ſhe ſhould have : -whereby is caught that the Church 
did not long lic in theſe; miſeries', bur was in {hort time delivered 
from thofe - chaſtiſements. Neither was this comfort vaifi , but at 
length fully; ſhewed by Iudas Maccabeus,r. Mach, 4.47.In the 142. 
yeer of the reigne of che Greekes, Antiochus began to affli& 7udea. 
In the three zod-fercy yeer be ſpoiled the Temple. After two whole 
yeers he took away the daily-ſacrifice and all divine worfhip for the 
time, 1, Afaca. 1.2.1. 30.47.Inthe cight and ferticth-yecr the nincth 
moneth, were the holy hquſcs purged and divine worſhip reſtored 
apain,t. Mach 4,5 2:53 65Now: was her beloved found and brought 
into the houſe of her mother For we tave him prefent with us , as 
lang as we keep his publike worſhip, or as often as we recover 
it being loſt ; wherein he hath promiſed to ſhew himſelfe to his. 
Theſe darknefſes for the:time they taſted were-yery black ;\ bur not 
Jog:. Aﬀer 2329 dayes( limited by the Ange}, Din. 8. 14. ) The 
ſantuarir pall be purged. Wherefore her beloved delaycd not long 
to aid her, but came ſwiftly from the wounrains of Berber ; whom 
the faithful! doubted to be farther off,:... ES 
So theſe few verſes arc art Epitome of the- whote hiſtory of the 
AMarrabtes rand thafe books a:yalt commentary of rhis'place. Now 
that ſe. weald: got ket her beloved go' till ſhe had brought him into 


her 
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her mothers chamber,thereby is ſignified(this-darknes driven away) 
divine worſhip ſhould be no more interrupred., until Chrift came 
in the fleſh. The Church is faidto bring Chriſt into this-chamber, 
becauſe he deſcended into it and took our nature upon him tor her 
fake, for he.is ſaid to do any thing, for whoſe cauſe it is done. Then 
from the time of the Maccabees to the comming of the 3ſefias, the 
courſe of Religion was conſtant, which no common calamitic-in- 
eerrupted, Not,but thoſe times were moſt corrupt. 

But in the-middeſt thereof, was free leave to worſhip God 
rightly, whereby the Chnrch- might nouriſh her faith, and mighc 
cherilh ker ſelf, with the ſweet familiar acquaintanee of Chriſt. 

V.5.I charge you,0 ye daughters,of Teruſalem,by the Roes and by the 
hindes of the field, that you ftir not up, nor aWake my love till he pleaſe, 

This verſe ſheweth that there ſhould be no great trouble in the 
Church from the time of the Jf{accabees, till the birth of Chriſt. as 
was ſaid in the end of the former verſe. Now there ſhould be ſilence 
and a tolerable reſt, whereby the Saints might be defended (in their 
true ſtudies ) from fear of their enemies which are here noted by 
Roes and hindes of the field. For though they were come home,out of 
the enemies land andſctled in their own proper ſeats:yet they found 
at home , all places full of enemies. Now the Romanes oppreſſed 
them, and Herod renny bridled them. Theſe wilde Roes cariſed 
Gods people te worſhip. him more diligently, and to be the more 

carefall,teſt with any-noiſe of y/ eres impicty- (which only diſturb- 
cth our bclovedfrom-hus reſt ) ſhe ſhould loſe the enjoying of him 
howſocver. 

V:6.who is this that cometh out of the Wildernes like pillars of ſmoak, 

perfumed with myrrhe &- frankincenſe With all powders of the merchant. 

Hitherto hath been ſhewed ,: the condition of the Church before 
the birth-of Chriſt-; Now what it ſhould be while he lived on 

| the earth. This deſcription containeth a propheſie , eſpecially of 
things done from the conception of Chriſt untill thirty yeers of his 
age : when the beautic of the Church ſhould cauſe admiration in the 
beholders. Who is this ? ( ſay they ) which ſeemto be the words of 
the legall Church,wondring at the excellent ſmell of the new ſmoke 
ſtirred up. For at this time, the Church in outward form was two- 
told. The legall continued yer, and the Evangelicall was new be- 
oun. Her threefold propriety was,her admirable coming out of thx: 
defart;her ſmokie enlarging andincreaſe and laſtly her {weet ſmell. 
© he came firlt owt of the deſart, by the meſſage of the Angel ro rhe 
virgine Mary living then in Nizareth of Galilee : a ſolitary place in 
| Ffrfirtt reſpect 
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ehhoiref-pbers metcfrequented. Anddivinelyirevealed to Eliza- 
beth inithe:mauntaines of. lades.;; | whan A41ary.came to- 


foe her. This report is compared to, pillars of. ſmoke, for # meſs 
branched 


gocth before che flame, -breaking forth and: ariſing.yp like,branch, 

pillars , yet quickly, avoidettrand vanitheth in the air., chow thick 
ſoever it wwere-: !S0 ſhall we [finde;this report and mens expecta- 
tion:thercehaltogetberchkeunts its As by the prophchic of Zacharie 
of riſing up a horueaf . Salvation in«be-houſe of Davis: Gonficmed 
by miracles, aſwell of a-Son born unto;him in-fiis ald-age, ;as of his 
ſpeech reſtored ater iten,monethe. 'Wharifeare came upon all the 
inhabitants of the hill country'? Luke 1.65.68. 69. &7.:Thisſmoke 


ariſing.in.the wildernefie, how pleaſantly felt it, to all.ahe godly 


waiting for the-conſolation of ./racl., gan loulded up 12.ſach yhick 
obſcuritiethat;men copld not,ſee:the greateſt, part-gf: ic, yvhithar-the 
thing ſo-much defired- would tend. But akrerward: by the rformes 
when the ſhepherds-and the wile -men came ſecking forthe new 
borne King , all Ferw{alen was:troubled Lyke 2.118, Mar 2.3. Then 
the branched ſmoketiew upward, breaking-tor;h wichſuch force,by 
rcaſon of the increafed heate, that it aſcendeyl Jike,a Pillar, yer this 
ſmoke,quickly vaniſhed. Not that the ;Churgh ever fajled., but be- 
cauſe this rumqur ceaſing, there was.ſo,deep a ſilence. from that time 
untillche baptiſme of 7:42, as if all cheſe things hadiyan;th-d.ints 
ſmoke. But wko-can declare /how fiveetthis/ rumour was. co all.the 
_ godly chiſting for;the Mefſin ? Stxeqn taking the gx ide; in, his 
Armes ani-praifing God very joytally,defired ro gig having.ohtaired 
that which was mc{t co be deſired in this life, Luke 2. 29. Angditruly 
all Myrrhe, Franksucenſe, andiall,manner of PETTameT Are anſayory 
inre\, e& of this ſweetneſle.. Thoſe things which hapr.ed abcur the 
bir hf Chriſt,copld-not-more {ignificantly and briefly be.declared: 

Verf. 7: Behold hus bed Which is Salomgzs : threeſcore xaliant- mes 
are about it, of the valiant of Ifracl, h 

Here is deſcribed the proviſion of herbeloved before the marri - 


age, Which is twofold. A; b:4,and s Charior, Of the.bed. is er-. 


treated in this verſeand the next. His bed ({aith ſhe,namely her b<- 
| zveds) wherein he Jay himſelf alone. Nor a commor bel, ſuch as 
before, ( Or Bed ) (hap. h..16. As lo lpcaking of her own bed, 
Chap. 3.1. Wherejn her beloved was not found. This bed.reſembles 
that of So/amops, for it was waited -on withas ſtrong a guard,xs we 
Mull ſe inthe verſe following. | | 
Verſ. 8.. They all bold fiyords being expert in War : every man hath 
&73 [word wper #18 thigh Seeaufe of fear m the night, 
Rere 
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Here the guard is deſcribed, to whom the watch and'# cuſtody of 
rhis:bed is commited. Their number and” nature was exprefſed in 
the former verſe. Now their readineſſe;skill ant ditigence is ſhewed; 
together with the end of their watchingin rhieſe words. Firſt, they 
are called ſword-men, ready and {fronp-men, whoſe'vertue fearer 
ao danger. Secondly, they are expert'iu war; that is to ſay, old, 
hardy,skilfull ſouldicrs: every ore hark his ſiyotrd. Beds are appoitited 
_ for reſt and ſleep, whereby a man for the time is deprived of his 
| Krength, and al power to defend himſelf; wherefore Kings and 

Princes, (to we the more ſafely) ordaitied watch-men, ſuch as $4- 
Jomon is here ſaid to have had, Which teacheth, that this beloved,all 
the time that he gave himſelf t@ reft, was fenced with ſuch a guard, 
as.could keep him fafe from all feare in the night ; that is; from all 
ſecret deceiprs which the wicked could invent, This time of reſt, 
was the whole infancie of, Chriſt, which maketh a man no leſſe able 
to avoyd dangers then the deepeſt feep that is. Herod making uſe 
of this night, endeavoured (moſt wickedly) his deſtrution:; But 
the Angel (ore of the eres of Iſrael) warning Poſeph ro flie with 
the childe into Egypt, delivered him from the jawes of Herod, and 
the cruell ſlaughter of the Berh/chemites, Trity this bed was better 

narded then Salomons. | 

Verſ. 9, K Sa made himſclf a Charict of the Wood of 
Lebanon: | Rs na, 

Such. was the'bed: Now followeth ad<feription of the Chariot 
in this and the next verſe. The 'bed was enough to ſhew, what did 
belong to privateuſe; butby this Chariot" is deelared with what 
Majeſty he would ſhew himſelf to the multitude. The King made 
this Chariot for himſelf alone, although the dignity thgreof be- 
longeth to the Spouſe alfo. The generall matrer of it, is wood of Le- 
banon, whereof likewiſe the Temple was built, 1 King. 5. 6. Other 
things that concern the beauty of it, are mentioned in the verle fol- 
lowing where yee ſhall ſee the application of the Prophccie. 

Verſ. 10. He made the Pillars thereof of ſilver, the bottome thereof 
of gold, the wot. of it of purple, the mid? thereof bting paved With 
love, for the daughters of Jeruſalem. | 

Such was Salomons ſtately Chariot, whereinhee was wont to be 
carried in publique, whoſe beautifull and glorious truture is here 
declared, to expreſle that high-and incomprehenſible excellencie of 
Chriſts humane nature ; for this was that trinmphalt Chariot which 
ke built for himſelf of the wood of Lebanoy, conceived in the womb 
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of Mary of Nazareth of Galile, at the foot of Lebanon, that rightly 
the matter may be ſaid' to be taken from thence, whence his hu- 
manity was built up or framed, yet he made this Chariot for himſelf, 
not begotten by the company: of.man,, but by vertue. of the. molt 
High overſhadowing the Virgin. Whoſe _ were filver, che 
ſeats were gold, the coverings purple; all the frame from heat 
to foot, mott pure, mcft precious,. moſt divine, and within the: 
ground and pavement, and that which was (as it were) the tounda- 
tion to all the reſt of the frame, was wholly love of.the.daughiters of 
lerualem : he had them deawne with the needle, or rather ingra- 
ven-in his heart and bowels ; ſeeing for his elcRts ſake only,tte made 
him this Chariot of humanity, wherein he would openly be carried 
in the ſight of the world for men to bEhold him, | HEE 

Verſ. 11. Go forth, O yee daughters of Ston, and behold K ing Sa- 
lomon With the Crown WhereWith his mother crowned him in the day 
of his eſpouſals, and in the day of the glarneſſe of hu heart... 

It ſeemeth here, it was the cuſtome for parents at ſuch a ſolemni- 
ty,to beſtow ſome ſingular ornament upon their children ; and thar 
B arhſheba beſtowed this Crown on Salomon, when he martied Pha-' 
raohs-danghter,(though the Scripture ſpeak not of it )tor David was 
dead before ; But it thall better appeare in the new. Sx/9990r then in 
the-Type :- For the Crown which the daughters of $79 arc com=- 

manded to. behold, is that great glory which thggFather gave the. 

Soane, entring into.his office, tcſtifying from heaven, This was that 
his beloved Sonne, in Whom he Was. Well pleaſea. And likewiſe an- 
noynting him above his fellowes by the Spirit, himſelf deſcending in 
a viſible ſhape, and-refting.on him, Aarrh. 3.16, 17. The Church 
(whoſe husband he is, and by ſome reaſon her ſonne, as we have ſeen. 
before) -Put.rhis Crown on his head, by acknowledging himto be. 
King and Head of the Church. The. Sonine of God, the Lambe: 
which took away the ſins of che world ; the Mefſias himſelf, who 
had all power in heaven and in earth; and whomthe faichfull ſought, + 
aad obtained of him,to be diſpoſſeſſed of devils, healed of difeaſes,and 
a remedy. in all their troubles, It was-manifclt what opinion they 
held of him, and of what incomprehenſible Majeſty indeed he was. 
All the time from the beginning of his office, untill his paſſion, was 
the-day-of his cſpouſalls or marriage, as he hath taught himſeli, cal- 
ling his - Diſciples the children of the wedding chamber, and himſeif 
the Bridegroome, Marth. 9. 15, and by the Patable of a certain 
King,which made 4 M-rriage for. his ſon, Mat. 22,2,&c, This —_ 

ay 
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day, of the gladnefle of his heart, when with a ready and willing 
minde he earneſtly indeavoured to effe all thoſe things which be- 
fong to our ſalvation ; that hee preferred the care thereof before 
meat,and all other neceſſaries of his life,” Fob 4. 32. The daughters 
of 7eruſalem ſhould not be moved with this glory, but only the 
daughters of So», the Citizens and free Denizens of the City of 
the heavenly Jeruſalem ; theſe moved with the: divine beauty and 
excellencie of this King and Crown, fhould flock unto him every 
where by heaps, making the hypocrftes afraid, leſt all men ſhould 
believe in him, /ohn 11. 48. 
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Cnaye. III]. 
x &:& +. Ehold, thou art fair my love : behold,thou 
SLPL art fair : thine — like rhe doves : 
3B . +4 among:thy locks rhine hair is like the 
4h ' flock of goats, which look down from 
MIAYAL the mountain of Gilead, 
| 2: Thy teeth are like a flock of ſheep in 
good order, which go up from the waſhing : which every 
one bring out twins, and none ts barren among them. 

3. Thy lips are like a thread of skarler, and thy talke is 
camely : thy temples:,axe within thy locks as a piece of a 
pomegranate. . 

4 Thy neck is as the tower of Dayid, built for defence : 
a thouſand ſhields hang- therein; «nd all the targers of the 
ftrong men. | ts et, 0 
- $5- Thy two breafts-are as. two young roes thar are 
wins, feeding among rhe lillies. 

6 Untill the day break, and the thadowes flee away, I 
will go into the mountain of myrrhe, and tothe moun- 
rain of incenſe, | 

7 Thou arrall-fair,my love,and there is no ſpot in thee, - 

8 Come with-me from Lebanon, my ſpouſe, eve with 
me from Lebanon, and look from the. top of Ananah, 
from the top of Shenir and Hermon, from the dens ofthe 
lions, «1d from the mountains of the leopards, 


9 My 
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9 My, ſiſter, wy ſpouſe; thou haſt waunded mine heart, 
thou haſt wounded mine heart, with.one of thine cycs, aud 
with a chain oftþyzneck., _ _. Nogt 

10 My-fiſter,wy ſpouſe, how fair isthy:love! how much, 
berter is thy-love then wine, and'ithe ſavourof thine oynt- 
ments then all ſpices! | 

. 11 Thy lips, wy ſpouſe, drop as honey combs : honey 
and milk are under thy tongue, andthe ſayour of thy gar- 
ments 7s as the ſayour of Lebanon, | 

12 My ſiſter, my, ſpouſe is 4s a garden incloſed, as a 
ſpring ſhut up, and a fountain ſealed up. _ 

13 Thy plants are as an orchard of pomegranates; with 
ſweet fruits, 4 camphire, ſpikenard. WE on, 

14 Even Spikenard,and ſaffren,calamus, and cinaamon, 
with all the trees of incenſe, myrrhe,and aloes, withall the 
chief ſpices., | . 

15 O fountaine of the gardens,O well of living waters 
and the ſprings of Lebanan, ' ' f  -/ 

16 Ariſe, O North, and come, O South, and blow on 
my garden, that the, ſpices thereof may flow our.: let my 
welbeloved come to his garden, and cat his pleaſant fruit. 
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The. Reſolution. 
V Ee ſaw in the endof the former Chapter, how: the Bride= 
- 'groome Was adoruedin the. ſolemnization of hy wmunriage : 
Now the beauty of the Sponje. ti fſhewed by hor; Eyes; 'Tceths Lips, 
Temples, Neck, Breaſts,” verſ 1, 2, 3; 4,5.) The praife: Whereof at 
tength is layed bypaſſing to a greater perfettion, Verl. 6, And hitherts 
of the legall Church and the Euangelicall : the beginning of one joyned 
to theend.of the ether, NW of the E ugngelical!. Tens fulb and perw 
fret, What a one it ſhould be after onr redsnption, by brifeath of: CRtiſt 
and bu eſurrettion; Ofthii (Church, in thereftiof thiCamicles, & a 
double deſcription; divided avdcanoyned. The firſt conſidererh the poow! =: 
ar and different ChurcbesYvhich ſhould benyonsartb,14 the ſecond come" 
#7 of Corift ; Which, forthewwaorg plainneſe, We.cu/! them ſiſters : ther 
one older, the rf younger ſiſters : Wee call her eller and firſt bedotten, 
: : Which 
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' Which Was conceived and brought forth in the Diſeipler, Whom Chriſt 


collcBed, which forthwith, after hs refurreftzan, mcneafed hy, 
and i yet growing mnour vhs thee; The younger ſtall ſprint upynithe laſt 
age of the world,Which we yer expe. The-eldeft w deſcribed mn a'dryerfe 
fortune, flouriſhing, decayed, and-reſtored: Flouriſhing, V. 7. 8. 9, 
39, 11, Decayed, partly inclining to ruwne, inthe refl:of this Chapters; 


partly lying dead in the whole fifth Chapter :-ann reſtored at tength,in 


the beginning of rhe ſixth. | 
TTOTToRE. BXPOSITLION 


Verſ. 2. Behold,thou art fairmy Love , behel1, the art fair : 
thou haſt Doves eyes within.thy lackes;uhy hairs 44 flock of Goates 


that appear from Mewn Gilead: ! # |. 4 
J'N the laſt verſe of the former Chapter was taught how' the fo- 
£ lemnity of the Marriage began. Now the Bridegroome in his/own 
words-ſheweth how the-Bride was adorned. All which is bnt ro 
let us ſee the ſtate and conditicn-of the Church which Chriſt him- 
ſeif choſe preſent here in-earth:- whole fifſt arifing was: tike a'pillar 
of ſmoak ;+ bur after he began his-othee, he-cameforthin x moſt di- 
vine.glorious ſhew,as fliding from heaven. She is firft-commended for 


her eyes;by the fight wherof,is:often underſtood Indrement,and Ur- 


derſtanding :. for the which ſhe was commended by Chriſt himſelf, _ 
who publtſhcd thoſe eyes bleſſed that-ſaw the things whieh the'Bride 
then ſaw, Zvke 10; 23." He alſo gave thanks to-his: Father, that kee 
had hid theſe.things from the wiſe and prudent, and revealed them 
to Babes, Luke 10.21, Her eyes were Doves eyes, that is, chaſte and 
famefaſt, looking only on- her own'Husband, as appeared by the 
words of. Pegen himſelf: {when others fell away.) dedarcd he knew 
not whither,cle to:go, lohn 6: 88, ye0othongh'theſe tyeswere cleer, 
they were within her {ocks, that is; thepavere ſo covered with haire, 


that the brightneſſe thereof was ſomewhat hindred': the 'multitnde 


of the faitbtull being contemned and deſpiſed: .This Dove-Jike cha- 
ſity obthe Bride was ſo covered, thatthe ſeemed a diforderlycom- 
pany to the:proud Phatiſes : ' Do any of the Elder s,or of the Phayi,ts 
believe on thim'? but this common people Which knoW not the Iv are 
accurſed, Joh. 7. 48; 49. Yer this ſight 'was nor ſo ſharp atfirit, bar 
grew by degrees, it was alwayes' pure and true, but ſmall in the 
beginning-:. They were ignorant of'the death of Chriſt, mnch more 
of his reſurrection ; his 'doArine*alſo was oftentimes little mnder- 
ſtood : Are yee not Wirhowt underftandins 7'Mar.15.26, Neither _ 

e 
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he upbraid them of that once with ignorance and dulneſſe, their 

|  haice ſcatteringly and diſorderly hanging , hindred their ſight. Her 
ſecond praiſe is of the haire it ſelf, that ſhe might not be thought 
deformed by it. Now this haire. betokeneth the whole multitude of 
the faithfull of choſe times, fitly ſet forth by their number: her com- 
pariſon to a flock of goates,may be underſtood{it1 be nor deceived) 
nova o_ that which. gocth before, and partly of that which fol- 

oweth, | 

Before, the godly 1/-aelites ſcattered through the ten tribes are 
called Goates. Chap. 1. 8. Whoſe flocks are ſaid to be lefle and thin- 
ner, becauſe they ſcatter themſelves and keep not together as ſhee 
do. Az Varro faith in his ſecond book of husbandry. Chriſt indeed 
had many heaters, but few amongſt\'them which truely belicyed : 
of many called few were choſen. The head whereon the fairhfyll 
depend is Chriſt, which was thought then to be with as great danger, 
as the Goates hang on the ſides of Adounr Gilead, or any other ſteep 
hill or rock. 1f any did confeſſe him to be Chriſt he ſhould be Caſt our 
of the Synagoger, lobn 9.22. Therefore Nicedemns durſt not be ſeen 
in this mountain of,G/ead in the diy time. 'Such.was the: condition 
of the Church at thar-xime, her pietie quick of underſtanding and 
chaſte, but covered with hair nk hid from the world , not having 
yet obtained ripeneſſe,it was yet thinne and reproachfull,not daring 
ro. joyn.together without great danger, 

Verſ. 2. Thy teeth are like a flocks of ſheep. that are even. ſhorne, 
Which come up from the Waſhing : Whereof every one bear tWinnes and 
none tu barren amongſt them. | | 

Theſe teeth ( compared to a flock of ſheep) are the diſciples of 
Chriſt , whom he appointed as faithfull and. wife diſpoſers- to give 
every oneof his hquihold their allowance in due ſeaſon, Lyk. 12.741. 
They muſt alſo be ftrong and'of a kinde of bonie nature, to whom 
the care was committed of preparing,and as it were, chewing meat 
for others the berter to digeſt it, Theſe ſheep are even, hike the 
cherubins, 1;. Kg. 6. 25. If:it be asked why Chriſt ſent his twelve 

Apoſties two and rwo.to preach, inſtracted all with like. power, of 
reaching, of working miracles ; &c. Afark,6.7. It was becauſe he 
would truly ſet betore us the two golden cherubims juſt of the ſame 
Jength,breadrh and largeneſle of every part equally. So that Perer 
w1s not more exccllent then the.reſt,, but there was one commune 
admini{tration, one authority, one juriſdiction ; And the ſame mea- 
fure had the 70. Diſcifles, afterwards, both among themſcives and 

| | among 
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among the twelye,whom he alſo ſent out two and two, withthe very 
ſame Laws and commandments which the-former had, L«k,10.1.The 
diſciples came up from the wathing inſtrued by baptiſme : cleanſed 
from all filthines of fin by faith in Chriſt. Laftly,their fruicfulneſle is 
declared by every one bearing tWinnes and none barren among them. 
This belongeth to the fruit which followed their preaching: for the 
diſciples having performed their meſſage,returned with Joy;becauſe 
the Cevil were ſubjedt ro them by that name which they declared. 
But Chriſt ſheweth them ofa larger fruir, which they durſt not hope 
for.I ſaw ( faith he )) Satan a it were lightning falling down from 
heaven. As if by ſome violence ( at the voice of the Goſpel ) he 
had been driven out of his Kingdom, Luke 10. 18. 
Ver. 3. Thy lips are like a thread of ſcarlet, and thy ſpeech u come- 
ly : Thy temples are like a pecce of a Pomegranate Within thy locks. 
The lips figuratively do ſignific ſpeech, whoſe praiſe is twofold : 
:flenderneand colour. As ſmall as a thread & as red as ſcarlet, which 
two,ſhew the doctrine of thoſe times. As in form-it was molt pure, 
ſincere and mcſt divine,& therfore compared to a ſmall ſilk thread: 
So the matter in a ſpeciall manner ſetting forth his death is compa- 
red to ſcarlet. Who would not kiſle and reverence thoſe lips, which 
ſpake not of the earth,but of heaven from whence-they came? /oby 3. 
1.32. Bleſſed were thoſe times which ſounded with the voice of 
God himſelf: when all his words were dipped in ſcarlet,and all his 
doftrine as it were coloured with blood,by often mentioning of his 
ſufferings, Mar. 16.21. &c. But theſe(you will ſay Jare the lips of 
Chriſt himſelf and no: of the Church. He is the head of this body,and 
therefore the Church then ſpake with his lips. He rhat heareth you, 
heareth w-:and he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me:and he that deſpiſeth 
me deſpiſeth him that ſent me, Luke 10.1E, And thy ſpeech is comely. 
This ſome tranſlate, Thy ſolitarines is to be deſired, for the word in 
the originall Ggnifieth both, which word it ſeemeth the wiſe Salomon 
uſeth adviſedly ro fignific both,for though his words ſ:emed harſh to 
the Scribes & Phariſ:es,1scoming out of a deſert,ſtopping their ears - 
at his wc rs, ice the deate adder,as itjwas foretold,P/a.58.5.cc.yet 
their ſervants confeſſed , that never man ſpake like him. loha 7.46. 
No marvell then though the godly hearers were ſo taken with his 
words that they ofrentimes forgat to provide things neceſſary for 
themſelves, Mark 6. 36. Hitherto of the ſpeech, now followeih 
of the Temples like a piece of a Pomegranate Within ber Locks, The 
Temples are that part of the head which extendeth it ſelf from ci- 
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ther part of the forthead, between the eyes and the ears, even' to 

the crown of the head, and being next unto the head and placed 
above the eyes, teeth and lips, they ſeem to fignifie thoſe which are 
appointed to be Eccleſiafticall governours in the Church, which: 
ſhould refreſh: the Rock with ſweet and pleaſant jaice, diftifling- 
from them with afragrant ſmell like a piece of a Pompranate. Not- 
withſtanding, the Church in thoſe dayes lived contemptuoully inthe: 
fight of the world, and, as it were, hid and covered, as the temples 
are with locks of haire. | | | 

Verſ. 4. Thy ncck, « like the tower of David, built for an Arnzory; 
Whereon there hang a thouſand Backlers,all ſhields of mighty men. - 

Sowere the lips and the temples : Now the neck is compared to 
the tower of Dav:d.This tower ſeems tobe that in Nebemiah,Chap, 
3. 19,25,26. which is called, The Armory of the corner : The neck is 
that bond wherewith the head is joyned to the body. Now that 
bond whereby Chriſt is joyned ro the Church,is partly of che Spirir, 
partly of the Humanity received, Ephe/.2.2x,22.and 4.16. and 5,30. 
The ſpirttuall is common to all things. The other then firſt began, 
when putting on our nature he lived here on earth, which ſeemerh 
beſt to agree with the eraphor in this place. The beauty of this neck 
15 fet forthas well in a of the end, as of the uſe. The end,that ir 
ſhould be as a tower, built to hang ſwords in, that kinde of weapons 
wherewith enemies are beaten and vanquiſhed, The uſe, thar ir 
mighr be an Armory for all mighty men. As concerning the firft, 
He therefore took our humanity, that the world, the taw, ſinne; the 
devill, hell, and all the crue that fight againſt our falvarion might be 
overcome and conquered. Be of good cheer (ſaith Chriſt) 7 | ave 
overcome the World, Joh. 16. 33. The devill was foyled in many 
eombares, while the only begotten lived in our —_ he bronghr 
many large ſpoyles into this Armory,immortall publiſhers of his di- 
yine vertue : But this true $ampſor, by his death overcame his cne- 
* mies, he conſecrated the ſword of Golixh to the Lord, and over- 
fpread and covered this whole Tower with ſpoyles. In this tri- 
umphant Chariot he ſpoyled principalities and powers, &c. {. 2. 
14, 15. Theſe were the chains and collars wherewith the neck-of 
the Church was adorned in thoſe dayes. The uſe of this Tower is 
that, here ſhould hang 4 thouſand Bucklers, ant all Shields of the nrigh- 
79. Theſe Armes are of that kinde wherewith every one is covered 
and defended. All the ancient mighty ones,which from the beginning 
of the world bave triumphed over ſinne and death, have been abun- 
dantly 
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darkly ſupplyed with weapons out of this Armoury, which was on- 
1y faith.in Chriſt, as iris plain, . Heby. 11. through the whole Chap. 
Verſ. 5.17 hy tWo breafts art like tWo young Rocs that are tWins 
Which = among the: Lilfies, | 
Thefe two breaſts are the ' Apoſtles and Diſciples'which Chriſt 
{cnt before himinto every City and place whither he himſelf wontd 
come.. They were of a-low-condition and ſimple at firſt, like young 
Roes new yeaned, called from their nets to the office of teaching : 
They were twins ſentforthrwo and two, all alike in diſpoſition and 
manners, many 1n perſons, one in dorine : ſee before, wer/e 2. 
They ſpread abroad the knowledge of ſalvation through the whole 
-Countrey as ſwiftly as the 'Roes are wont to run over the hills. Tr 
was but a littletime that they ſpent in their legacie, yet teft they no- 
thing undone which was given them in command. If you ask how 
theſe breaſts were ſupplyed with milk, which they ſhould yeeld to 
others, The young Roes feed among the Lillies. In the company of the 
Elect, *which ſmell moſt ſweetly and pleaſantly in Chriſt, (for ſuch 
' are theLillies afterward, Chap.6. 1.) they drew abundar.tly which 
they taught to.others : Theſe things ſhall ſutfice to declare the con- 
ditions of thoſe times, 
Verſ. 6. Untill the day break, and the ſpadowes flic away : 1 will 
ger me to the monntain of myrrhe, and to the hill of frankincenſe. 
Here is the ſame time repeated which was ſpoken of, Chap.2. 17. 
The ewes interpret this y2ountain of myrrhe,the monntain of Moriah, 
where 1/aac was bound to be ſacrificed, Ger. 22. 2. and whereon 
the Temple was builc in the place that David had prepared in rhe 
threſhing floore of Or7nan:the- Febuſire, 23(hron. 2.1, Alſo in thee 
few words is comprehended that whole Hiſtory from far. 16. 21- 
unto the end of that Goſpel, Neither are theſe words (7 Well get me) 
without Emphaſis : for thereby is ſhewed, that Chriſt aſcended in- 
to this mountain of his own accord, not drawn thicher by force of 
enemies, nor compelled by perſwaſion of friends, for they rather 
exhorted him to favour himſelf, 1ar.16. 22, and were moved with 
great grief at the mentioning of his death, 70h» 16.6. This Hill of 
Frankincenſe was Mount Golgotha, whereon that only ſacrifice was 
offered to God the Father by Chriſt the Sonne, whereby hee is re- 
conciled to the Elet for ever, Mark 15. 22. Here was the ſword of 
thar trinmpharſt Emperor hung about the necke of the Church, 
wherew#tthall our deadly enemies were {lain at once, Now we fer 
bow this skilfull crafiſmam hath painted out the ftarte of the Church 
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7 16 longafter.-his time, with'niore then: mortall wit, deſcribing the 


. ornaments of her flaurithing eſtate, comforting the.calamiries of her 
afflited <ſtate,. and. ſweetly «rejoycing at the felicity of her eſtate 
reſtored. With how divine words hath he comprehended the birth, 
infancy, office and death of Chriſt ? Here is the laft-end of the old 
Church, and the beginning,of the new : For the death of Chriſt 
brought that. midday, wherein the old ſhadowes utterly vaniſhed, 
never ro returne again, 
Verſe 7. Thou art all un my love,there us no ſpot in thee.. 

So far of the Legall Church, Now ofthe Chriſtian Church only as it 
was at Chriſts reſurre&ion,(A.D. 34.)& from thence hath increaſed 
unto this day, the flouriſhing condition whereof is declared in theſe 
five next verſes :. for Chriſt departing into the hill. of Frankincenſe 
by his death-and buriall, was not long abſent, but roſe early the third. 
day by power. of the Spirit,and returned to his own, with whom he 
converlſed 4o. dayes, ſhewing them all things which belong to the 
Kingdome of God ; making and acknowledging. the Churchby his 
irſtrucions :. ſound, perfeRt and abſolute. She was never all faire 


till now,ſhe was many times before commended for her beauty /and_ 
by the divine mercy, wherein the Father beholdeth her in the $on, . 


ſhe is alwaics glorious, Epheſ. 5. 26. 27, Sanftified and clenſed With 
the waſting of Water, by the Word. But now (ſhe was in her moſt pure 
and flouriſhing eftatc, Nor having ſpot or Wrinckle, or any ſuch , 
but holy and unblameable, Now ſhe obeyed Chriſt onely, adding no- 
thing of her owne, neither changing or omitting; any of thoſe things 


which he required to be done and o5ſerved.. This perfection laſted” 
the firſt 300. yeeres : though ſomewhat declining towards the end; . 


yet tolerable all that ſpace, without any great ſpot of deformity, 
Verſe 8, Come With me from Lebanon (my Spouſe) With me from 

Lebanoy, Jooke from the top af Amana,from the top of Shenir and Her- 

mon : from the Lions Dens, from the monuntaines of the Leopard. 

- The meaning of this verie will be the better underſtood. if we firſt 


ran over the words... Lebanon is a famous hill-on the North borders + 


of the Land of J/-ac/. Amanus far more Northerly,toward the Weſt 
of Syria , being a parcell- of the Morne Taurus, and Rretching 
to the River 1ſicxs, from whence one may behold Syria, Aſeſepo- 
tamia, Cilicia, and all the leſſer A/ia. Shexir and Hermon are tivo 
hills on.the Eaſt ſide, Dewr.3. 9. Theſe hills are called Lyors dews 
and mountains of Leopards, not (0 much becuuſe wilde beaſts did live. 
ig them,but rather men of fierce and cruel diſpoſitions, Heathen Ido-. 
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faters,void of all knowledge and fear of God. This inviting then, 
whereby the Bridegroome. ſoliciteth his ſpouſe to look down upon 
him from cheſe mountains, teacherh the propagation of the goſpel af- 
ter. Chriſts ceſurreiov,wherby the fierce and cruell nations ſhould 
be admitted into-the Church of God. Now the Woolf ſhould dwell 
with the Lamb &c. Iſa. 11.6,The Church was before ſhut up in the 
narrow bounds of Jadca ; The doors were breafts indeed, but 
they yeclded milk only to the [/ra-/ires,they were dry to {trangers. 
Now the Iewes & Gentiles ſhould draw together of the ſame foun- 
tain,ſo that by. Chrilt both had an acceſſe by one Spirit unts the Father, 
Eph. 2.18, Chriſt.led his ſpouſe as it were by the hand from Lebanon 
and the 0:her mountains, when the brethren diſperſed by perfecut1- 
on, preached Chriſt firſt to the Grecians, A. $.1. and 11, 20. Ac 
that time he was preacked to the Samaritans , the Eunnch was bap- 
tized and Peter warned by a viſion to call nothing common or 
unclean, A, 10. 15. This joyfull meſſage went all che world over, 
but the ficlt report of it flew towards the north and Faſt , Philip 
(the Spirit commanding him) went neer unto Gaza, but {traight- 
wayes returned from thence ro Azo9rms; Atts 8. 

Verfſ. 9. Thou haſt raviſhed my heart ( my fifter , my ſpouſe ) thou 
haſt raviſhed my heart, With one of thine eyes., With one chaine of thy 
work. 

Fes eye and chaine are-the Church of + 4»:52ch'encloſed with the 
mountains Amana and Lebanon : who by the labour and dilizence of. 
Paul and Barnabas, and the working of che Spirit, the Bridegroom 
was with good cauſe raviſhed with. this eye which ſhined with ſo 
great light, yet the beautie thereof chiefly gliltered, when ſome con- 
rending to. have the Law joyned with Chriſt, this Church withſtood 
them, and by Barnabas. and Pax in the Synod of the Apolttes at 
Teruſalem , maintained .faith only in Chrift ſufficient to ſalvation, 
AX. 15. And then was the chaine hung about her neck, when ſhe 
was hrt called a Chriſtian, A#, 11. 26. The humanitie of Chriſt 


' Was before the neck; of the-Church., now the name of Chriſt is the 


chaine of that neck. And being.a Gentile, yet is now a ſifter to the 
-wiih Church. - And to. ſhew that ſhe 1s as -deer to him as the 

Fav He c1lleth her alſo his ſpouſe. . 
Verſ, 10, How fair zs thy lave ( my fiſter,my (pouſe,) how much bet- 
ter us thy love then Wine and the ſmell of thine oyntments then all ſpices) 
Love-is takea figuratively-for the-effe As whereby it is ſhewed. 
Onrments are gifts of grace, ,which the Father beſtow erk-on the 
Church 
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Church for the Sons fake , he acknowledged ther love 'before'this 
time, yet now ( inthe ſpace remaining of the flouriſhing Church 
in this and the next verſe, ſhe ſheweth moſt ap arguments 0 
higheſt and moſt nnfained love. For love that catinot be withdrawn | 
by advciſicy is ever moſt preciousand pleaſant.But no times yeelded 
more matter of triall of-conſtancy, then thoſe { 4».D. 60. &c. ) of 
Nero, Domitian, Trajane and the other Romane tyrants, who left 


nothing unattempted that either hatred of the truth might yeeld 


them, or power might perform, whereby the Chriſtian name might 
be altogether extin&t. Bur it was wonderfull, how the tyrants were 
wearied with killing , and the Chriſtians incouraped in dying. $06 
that it was no marvell, if ( theſe boxes being broken) the ſmell of 
the oyntments moſt pleaſantly ſpread it ſelf farre and wide. The ten 
books of E#ſebiuzs his Eccleſiafticall hiſtory are full Commentaries 
of this and the next verſe. | 
Verfſ. 11. Thy lips ( O my ſpouſe ) drop as the honycomb : Hony and 
milke are under thy tongue ; and the ſmell of thy garments ts like the 
ſmell of Lebanos. | | 
The honycomb of the lips is ſweetnefle of ſpeech. Hony and milk, 
pleaſantnes of DoCtrine ; milk is chief among thoſe things that nou- 
riſh,and hony in the faculty of preſerving. The garments are chiefly 
the covering of Chriſts righteouſnes, with which only the nakednes 
of the Saints is covered,that they dare appear in the ſig1t of God;rhe 
hem of which garment i5 outward honelty and ſoundres of manners 
and diſcipline, Thc 0unt Lebanon reaching many miles,ſer full of ce- - 
dars and other ſweet ſmelling trees, yeelded ſucha ſtrong fragrant 
ſmell,that no ill favour whatſoever could take away the ſweet per- 
fume thereof, So in this Church faith imbracing the righteouſneſle of 
Chriſt,and holines of life, breathed forth ſuch a ſweer ſmell,rhat he 
which would endeavour to quench that, ſhould be lcfſe able to do ic 
then to exceed all the odoriferions perfumes of Lebanon joyned to- 
ether by a greater ſmell. Wherfore that we may ſce the .applicarion : 
rſt we know that the Greek eloquence now chiefly attended on the 
truth,for God raiſed up Dionyſius the Areopagite, Onadratu, Ariſt i= 
des the Athenian, Dionyfaus of Corinth, Melito, Apollinarins, Polycare 
p#5, and many o: her eloquent men, by whole pleaſant Orations the 
Lips of the Spouſe dropt like a Hony-comb, and her tongue Nowed 
with profitable ſpzech as with a moſt pleaſant foiintain of milk, Then 
concerning the tmell of her garments ; no times were ever more 
fruitfull of Hererickes, which laboured with their filthy comments, 
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totake away the moſt divine ſavour of truth;and bring it to nothing. 
Bur'this fweernes of Z-banoz conld not be overcome. Biir the ſmell 
of her garments was afterward weakned, therefore no marvell it il- 
thy errours prevailed. The holines of the Church was teſtified as well 
by cnemies(ſuch'as was Pliziethe ſecond;in Enſebing 116. 3.chap. 33.) 
as by friends, ?uſtine,Teriullian,and Cyprian, which mervellouſly fer 
forth the ſweetneſle of her garments. This digniry cominued in fome 
meaſure,untill the time of Diocleſax the Emperour. Indeed the truth 
and regard of manners and honeſty by litrle and lirtle began to de- 
cay, pride privily creeping im; yet the ſmell of the garments for the 
firſt 300. yeeres remained found and uncorrupted, without any no- 
table change as the Spirit forerold it. 
Verl. 12. A Garden incloſed is my ſiſter, my Spouſe, a ſpring ſpat 
1p, a fountain ſealed. | 
Ye have heard how the Church in her floarithing eſtate was all 
fair : Now followeth her declining Condirion, and firſt how ſhe 
ran to ruine, threatning a fall; betore the fell* away altogerher. In 
this verſe is propounded h:r double eitare, one in reſpec of ftran;- 
ers, the other in regard of her own houſhold. As to ſtrangers, it is 
a garden ixcloſed: Toher own, A [pring ſhut uf, 4 fountain [eal:1. 
The Church is often compared to a Vine, her fafery ( wherewith 
God vouchſafethto defend her from the rage of her enemies ) to a 
Wal!, x Hedge or Incloſure, as P/al. 80. 8 12, and [ſay 5. 1, 2. But 
now the Church was void of ſuch defence tor three hundred yeers. 
Fortified by no power of Princes, or authority of Magiſtrates, or 
any Ordinance of Lawes, Yet atlength God ſtirred up Conftantin? 
the Great, who fenced this Garden with a wall, rooting out the 
Tyraars, and reſtraining all hoſtility that might diſturbe the peace, 
and Zquietnefle of the Church. And not onely freed her from 
the power of her enemies, but confirmed her liberty by I.xwes a: d 
Ordinances, and alſo advanced her to 'great honour and digaity, 
Euſeb. '1ib. 2. Now the Garden was incloſed and fenced from 
the invaſion of all her enemies. But what was the then in reſpeT 
of her own houfhold ? «ſpring ſhut up, a fount 114 ſealed, From 
common Theeves, we defend our fortunes with walles and hou- 
ſes ; from private theeves, which ſive with us in the ſame houſes, v. e 
keep our goods in Cheſts with lockes. Therefore the fountain ſea! - 
ed ſheweth, thar all had not leave to draw and to drinke, which li- 
ved within the incloſure ofthe Garden : for ſeeing the fountain and 
ſpring yeeldeth lively juice to hearbes and trees, many which had 
room 
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room appointed them in the Garden wanted this wholeſome 
watering of true life. Which altogether agreeth with that- in 
the- Revelation, Chapter 7, 2, 3, and 11.2, &c. and 12. 6, 
The fountain was ſealed to many given over intoa reprobate ſenfe 
to imbrace Ariani/me,and others given wholly to ſuperſticions new- 
ly prung up, wherewith miſerable men were fo blinded, that they 
had no more power to come'to this ſpring of ſalvation, then if they 
had bin ſhut out with barres and bolts, Now was the glory of the 
Church much diminithed, which of lare was all faire. 

Verl. 13. Thy plants are an Orchard of Pomegranats With plea- 
(ant fruits, Camphire Wirh $ piknard. | 

Vetf. 14. Spikenard and Saffron, Calamus and Cynamon,Vrith al! 
trees of Frankincenſe, Myrrhe and Ales, With all the chiefe Spices. 

This deſcription is according to the proprieties which are wont 
to be ſeen in a pleaſant Garden or Orchard. Firſt well fenced, and 
after ſet with choice trees, then watered plentifully with ſweete 
water, fourthly placed in a freſh ayre, and laſtly, fruiifull and pro- 
firable. Inthe former verſe we have the fencing : Now behold the 
planting which conſiſts of two ſorts of Trees: ſome for fruir,ſome only 
for pleaſure. The one plainly ſhewed in the firſt words,sn Orchard of 
Pome-granates, the other in the words following , With pleaſant 
fruits, As there are two forts of Trees : ſo are there two orders 
of the Members in the Church, one publike, the other private. The 
Pomegranates ſignifie thoſe which labour in the word and doctrine, 
or inthe politike government of the Church. The pleaſant fruits 
are the Chriſtian Congregations,ready to obey their Governours, 
which though they are not to be compared to x fruit Trees, yet by 
reaſon of their obedience and conſent, they much adorne this Orch- 
ard. Of theſe pleaſant fruits there are two ſorts, ſome more com- 
mon, as Camphire, or Cypres, and Spik-nard , ſome more ſcarce, as 
Spikaard and Saffron, &c. Verſ. 14. The more vulgar ſhew the un- 


| like meaſure of gifts, wherein all are not theeye, nor all the care,”s 


the Apoſtle ſpeaketh : but indued with great variety of :graces prc- 
firable to the perfcAing of the body of Chriſt , 1. Cor. 12.4. 5,07, 
The more ſcarce are of three ſorts ( for the divers degrees of pr:- 
vate men ) Hearbs,<hrubs and Trees, all of (weete and pleaſant per- 
fumes : which theweth that the Chriſtians igc'oſed within the com- 
paſſe of this fenced Garden abounded in graces, aſwell the lowelt 
and the midlemoſt a: the higheſt,every one in their ſeverall degrees. 
The ornaments which Corftantine beſtowed upon the Church, as 
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Riches, Honour, Immunitiee, gr egegy ern of Temples,and 
the like were meeredelights., like an Orchard fer with Pomegra- 
ate plants. The trees and fxuirs here mentioned ſeem to ſignific 
thoſe countries where they grew , to bee firſt incloſed within this 
Fence. As by. Pomegranates Carthage and other places in Africa; 
Camphire and Spikenard our RO Nations. Neither was it-raſhe- - 
ly done to reckon theſe in. the firſt place, for Europe was then the 

chiefe part of this garden, moſt famous for the multitude of the 
fairhfull and purity of the truth. | 

Verl. i5. A fountain of Gardens, a Well” of living Waters and 
ftreames from Lebanon, 

To the fencing and.planting is added watering, without which 
the beauty of the garden would ſoon decay. The fountain is com- 
meaded, becauſe it.is of Gardens, becauſe it is 4 Well of living Wa- 
ters, and Which flow from Lebanon. Hee ſpeakerHf noly of: many 
gardens,becauſe the garden is common, that is to ſay, one Churci 
divided into _ many particular Congregations and Pariſhes, like 
beds or borders in-2 Garden, Now alſo it is called a Well, 
which of lace was but a Fountain and ſpring, becauſe it is digged 
deep againſt the heat of the Sun, for drying it up. Living waters, 
which flow continually and never faile : whoſe Spring the Church 
hath never wanted. Nay the Head itſelfe of che fountain whence 
we all draw, and thoſe moſt pure Conduite-pipes ( the Apeſtles ) 
which receivgd the water flowing from the firſt Fountain , lived 
not long before. Now is mention firſt made of Living waters in 
regard of the Councell of Nzce, of ſo many learned and Religious 
men out of all parts of the earth. By whom the rivers of living 
waters runne into each part of the Church, much dried up with 
the Arrian heate, Conftuntive himſelfe was that Lebanon from 
whence theſe waters did flowe. He called the Councell, maintair.- 
ed it at his owne coſt, and confirmed it hy his authority, 
| Veiſ. 16. Awake,0 North-wind,and cams thou' South bloW upon my 
Garden, that the ſpices thereof may flow cut, Let my beloved come into 
his Garden, and eat his pleaſant fruit, ; 

Tae firſt member of this verſe ſcemeth to be the words of the 
Bridegroome : for the Lord of. the Garden ſpeaketh,: faying, Blaw 
upon my Garden : Burt the Bride is the Garden her ſelf, and not the 
Miltreſſc of i-:for invicing him into theGarden,ſhe truly and modef;: - 
Jy confeſſeth it ro be his,not hers ; Ler wy belaved((aith he) come ixto 
his Garden, &c. Here is the temperature of the ayre added ro the: 
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watering. Neither doth theiBridegroome'intreat that a ſupply 
ſhould be made from any but himſelf of 'that- which ſhould-be tic tor 
the garden; but to ſhew what-ay re the Garder: ſhould uſe at thoſe 
times.By the North and the-:Sowth aremeant:Ewrope and Africk ,vho 
ſtoutly defended the truth in thoſetimes,againſt the frr;av hereſie. 
Laſthy,of the fruic whereunto he isinviced-: for it is no idle invitati- 
on,only for t ſh'ons ſake,but for;greit uſe, to-exprefle the condition - 
of thoſe times. Lee my love (faith ſhe) come into his Garden,anl eat his 
- pleaſant fruit ; which words, no doubt, are of the Spouſe, giving the 
Gardento her beloved,not challenging it to her ſelf,as is-ſaid-betore: 
for without doubr, ſhefperceived that her beloved had withdrawne 
himſelf,otherwiſe,had the invitation been in vain. There was an ex- 
cellent outward ſhew, but within, all things were defiled with Moſſe 
and Ruſt; Envie, Brawlings, Contentions Ambition and Hereſtes,had 
almoſt abolſhed true piecie: ſo'tharithe Church neceflarily (leaving 
the multitude,who preferred a bate name only) lurked, as it were,in 
darknefle,with a few Citizens. This ſolitarinefſe happened when the 
fountain was ſealed, as is ſaid at the 12. verſe : for then many more 
were within the bounds of the Church,then had leave to drink of the 
Fountain. Then was the Dragon thruſt out of heaven, znd'the woman 
fled into the Deſarr, as we have ſhewed in the Revelation. The mean- 
ing is,the Church mich flouriſhing ourwardly,Chriſt left her,void of 
rrue picty,as more'plainly will appear by his anſwer in the next verſe. 
Verlſ. 17. 1 aw come'into'my Garden, my Siſter, my Spouſe, I bave 
gathered my myrrhe with miy ſpice : I have eaten my hon-comb with 
my hony ;, I have drunke my Wine With my mitke. Eat,O friends drink, 

yea, drink abundantly,O beloved : Or, and be drunken With loves, 
"They commonly expound it, as if (ycelding ro her Tequeft) hee 
ſhould ſay, Thon doelt intreat mee to come into the garden, Loc, I 
come, thou haft thy deſire. But the Hiſtory direQeth us'to another 
expoſition, as if he ſhonld-ſay, whereas thou defireſt that I ſhould 
come incothe Garden, to-what end ſhould T come? my harveſt and 
my vintage, and time of delights are paſt : T was there long ſince, 
and gathered my myrrhe Wich my ſpice, cc. T have laid up as-much . 
as I pleaſed, now nothing Temainerh wherein -T ſhould take plea- 
fare. Thus faith the Bridegroome. This harveſt and vintage were 
prefently at che fencing we. the garden, as ſoone as Conſtantine ob- 
tained the Empire : for then rhe fruit (getting heat of the Sunne) 
was quickly ripe ; And the good Husbandman loſt no opportunity; 
but gathered infinite {tore of all kinde of fruits while the time = 
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ved. But after he'departed from the Garden, he retarned no more, 
till a thouſand two hundred and rhreeſcore dayes were ended 
Rev. 11. 3. For the BrideSroome mult be ſo long abſent, as: the 
Bride hid her ſelf. -. Therefore -theſe words teach no ſhort and 
ſwift return intothegardeh, but yeeld a reaſon why he was nyt in 
a long ſpace to be expeted.. The ſecond part of the anſwer be- 
longeth to his fellowes or friends. Eare (ſaith he) O friewds, and be 
drunken with lover. This word be drunken, is ſometimes in Scrip- 
ture takeri for drinke abundantly, Gew, 493+ or ſufficiently, but 
moſt commonly (in the worſer part) for much drinke, (ery 
ving the ſenſes: Thele words very well exprefle the ſhate of thoſe 
times, declaring thoſe which boafted to be the Bridegroomes 
friends, to be pu up with too, much proſperity, molt haſely abu- 
ſing it; giving themſelves wholly to the throat and the belly,asif they 
were out of their wits. Se that whatſoever the godly Emperor gave 
for the comelineſſe and commodity of the Church, they changed all 
e6 her ſhame and deſtrution. It-is moſt pleaſant to confider how 
expreſly the Holy Ghoſt long before painted out theſe things, which 
at length ſhould happen in the Church, the like whereof we ſee {till 
continueth. And hitherto of the Church inclining to fall, it ceaſed 
to flouriſh, when the Bridegroome firſt departed, the garden, and 
25 ſoone as Conſtantine came to the Empire : As fong as hee lived 
ſhe was in great glogy, bur preſently after followed the darkneſle., 


* CHAP. Y, 


$$$: Am come into my garden, my fiſter, my 

ſpoule:I gathered my myrrhe with my ſpice: 
1 T © 1 xe mine honey combe with-mine honey, I 
| . dranke my wine with my milke: eate O 
Ae finds, drink, and make you merry, O wel- 
beloved. 

. 1 I flecpe, but mine heart waketh: # « the voyce of 
my welbcloved that knockerh, ſay;*z, Open unto me, my 
fiſter, my love, my dove, my undefiled : for mine head 15 
full of dew, and my lockes with the drops of rhe nighr. 

:  2+T haveput off my coat, how ſhall I put-it on * T have 
waſhed my feet, how ſhall I defile rhem 2 
Hhhhhhh 2 | 3 My 
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- .. 3 My welbeloved put in his hand by'the hole. of he 
#oore, and mine heart was affetioned toward him. | 

-- 4 I roſe upro open to my welbeloved, and mine hand 
4id drop down myrrhe, and my. fingers pure myr:he upon 
*he handles of the bar. Fans 

5 I opened to my welbeloved: but my welbeloved was 
goneand paſt : mine heart was gone when he did ſpezke : 
I ſought him, bur Lgpuld nor finde him: I called him,but 
he anſwered me not. 

6 The watchmer that went abour the City, found me : 
they ſmorte me and wounded me : the watchmen of the 
wals tooke away my vaile from me. _ | 

7 I charge you, O daughters of Jeruſalem ,if you finde 
my welbeloved, that.you rell him that I amſick of love. 

$ O thou the faireſt among women, what is thy wel 
beloved more then wher welbcloved * what is thy wel- 
beloved more then another lover ,: that. thou doſt ſo 
charge us ? _ -9 

*9 My welbeloved is white and ruddie, the chiefeſt. of 
ten thouſand. W's: 

10 His head # a fine gold, his lockescurled, «nd black” 
as a raven, 6 

11 His eyes are like doves upon the rivers of the Wa- 
ers, which are waſht'with milke, aud _remaing by the full 
veſſels. 12 1:59.900 fe 71 
oh His cheekes areas a bed of ſpices, land:as fweete 
flowers:andhis-lips-{ike liies droppingdown pure myrrhe, 

1.3 His hands 4: rings of .gold fet-with- the chryſolic@. 
his belly like white yvory covered with faphirs; . 

14. .Hhs:legs are as pillars of:marble, ſet upon-ſackets 
of fine gold : his countenance-as -Lebanon, excellent a9 
the cedars.. | 

15 His mouth i a ſweete things} andilieis wholly des 
IcRable: this is.my welbeloved,: and. this-is ny lover, O 
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daughters of Jeruſalem, 
16 O the faireſt among women, whither is thy welbe- 


loved gone: whither is thy welbeloved turned aſide, that 


we may ſceke him- with thee 2 


_— 
—  ———— 


The Refolucion: | 


He of the Church declining ar4 running to ruin?. No lying 
. & proſtrate ſhe u Aoubly deſcribed : Firſt hop ſhe negleHed hey be , 
loved calling her, verſ. 1.2. 3. Then how ſhe forght him in vaiae þb - 
in gone : the fruit thereof is ſheWed,hoth how ſhe was uſed of the Watch- 
men,verl. 4.5.6, aud hoW of the daughters of Jeruſalem, Who kind- 
lcd with her mer vellous praiſes of him, promije their fellow labour to 
feecke him : in the reſt of the Chapter. | 


—  ——  A——  — 


THE EXPOSITION. 

Vere 1. [fep, but my h:art Wakethyit 1s the voye? of my belovedthat 
knocketFfaying, Open to me my ſiſter, my love, my dove, my und fi- 
ted; for my head 1s 6/led With d-vv, 'and my lockes With the drops 
of the night. | 
"He negligence of the Church lying thus is declared; Fir by 

. her drowſinefle, then by his enticing call, and#aſtiy by the 
flight cauſes of her excuſe. Sleepe cauſed her outward {cnics to 
be benummed, that ſhe neither regarded nor conſtlered how ſu- 
perltirions aroſe, as it happened to che Hoyfbslder , Mar. 13:25, 
Neither could ic be otherwiſe, (yhen the Bridegroome/ left; the gar- 
den, and his friends or fellowes drunken with proſpericy, wholly 
#aping after riches and honours, all common good —_— but 
ſleepe would overcome the Spouſe, wherein ourwardly the; ſhould: 
not differ from a dead woman; howſocver the heart ſhoild moye 
and live, the ſecede of faith not altogether quenched, This drowfi- 
nefſe creptinin-the time of Conſtantine, when a gaping heavineſſe 
with a continual deſircof ſleeping, ſoopprefſed rhe Sponſe, that the 
ſharpeſt ſighted Paſtors could not uſe-their ontward:ſenſes: notper- 
cciving how ambition crept in among the Biſhops; and not onely 
that, by now they began to conſecrate Temples to Saints, ear- 
neſtly to ſeeke their Reliques, ro worſhip. them with prayers; and 
to. beleeve that prayers made in the honour of -Saiars at their Sepul- 
© chres did profit much. Who could' now tell whether the Church _ 
were 
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were {leeping or waking ? who neither loathed nor perceived ſuch 
things. When Conſtantine was dead, Chriſt found the Church a- 
fleepe, and ſought by all meanes to ſtir her up, both by knocking 
and calling. He knocked by perſecutions in the times of (onftarce, 
Iulian and Yalcns, of whom though 14/izn were a profeſt enemie, 
(eA. D. 368.) yer the other two exceeded him in cruelty. After 
their tyrannous raigne, God ſtirred up Yalentinian in the Weſt 
parts, by whom Chrilt lovingly called his Sponſe, that returning 
unto her former integrity ſhe ſhould open and let himin. Then tas 
king away Yalens, he called more earneſtly at both dcores {as iq 
were) as well in the Welt as in the Eaſt, by Gratiar and Theodoſind 
the clder : after by Arcadins and Honorims, then by Theodofins the 
younger and Yalentinias the third. And laſtly (that there might be 
fourc paire as it were anſwerable to the foure voyces, Aly Sifter, 
my Love, my Dove, my undefiled one) by Marcian alone in the Eaſtz 
Theſe Empcrours ſtudied and laboured very religiouſly to defens. 
and enlarge true Religion; butthe Church was in all the fault, whe 
having theſe helpes prepared, would not uſe them to rggover her 
former brightneſle. To this readines of the Emperors waS'added'the 
voyce of the molt excellent Biſhops and beſt lezrned: men of that 
time: As Baſile, Gregory, Nazianzen, eAmbroſe, Hierome, Chryſo, 
home, Auguſtine, and other the lights of that time. Bur ſeeing hig 
profeſſion of ve could nothing move her, he tryeth what bis ſhuts 
ting out of the doores at night would doe. Hy head (faith he) i fille 
Wwerb dew,and my Ickes With the drops of the night. The lockes of haire 
ſignified before the congregation of the faithfull, among whom true 
Religion was now ſo much decayed þy new and fooliſh Ceremo- 
nies, borrowed partly of the Iewes and Gentiles, and partly inven= 
ted of their owne idle braines, that the grafle is' ſcarce more cove-: 
red with'drops of dew in the night, then-the Church was at that 
time with ſuperſtitions. | 
Verſe 2. I have put off my ceate, how ſhould'l pat it on : I have Was 
Jed my feete, how ſhould 1 defile thems ? a8 4M 
It was great negligence in the Spouſe to xpive her ſelfe ſo 
much to ſleepe-:: but pardon- her-! heavineſſe: Why opened 
ſhee not when hee knockt and called ?, was ſhe fo buried in' 
ſleepe that fhe heard him not ? it is plainely ſeene, ſhe anſwered him 
quickly. But was ſhe fo bemmmed that ſhe could neither move 
hands nor feete ? Neither was that the matter. But when ſbe heard 
and might open, ſhe made an idle excuſe. 7 have put of #y coare 
(faith 
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(faith ſhe) and waſhed my feet,The coat is Chriſt and his only imputed 
righteouſnefle ; but as ſoon as we look on our ſelves and ſeek righ- 
reouſnefſe inthe perfeQion of our own vertue,we ſpoil 6ur ſelves of 
this garment, and our filthineſſe appearcth prefently ro God and 
the Angels. And ſo we may waſh our feet wich other waters,that we © 
may feemto our ſelves moſt clean.So much was the doQrine of free 
juſtification by Chriſt alone decayed ar that time,and another mean 
of waſhing and purgin the feet found out beſides him: that no 
coming to Chrift by faith alone, was 'commonly beleeved without 
danger of defiling,&e. 

Verl. 3. My beloved put hy hand by the hole of the door 1and my 
bowels were moved for him, | 

Here beginneth the ſecond part of the chapter of ſceking the - 
"Bridegroom , the degrees whereof are diverſe, the moving of hey 
bowels hu withdraWing f himſelf , her opening the door, ber enquiring, 
her crying ont ,and how the Watchmen entertained her.It is manifeſt b 
the firſt of theſe words that he looſed his hand from the hole of the 
door, wherby wt mma he not only knocked artd called,but at- 
fo fonght to put back the bolt, his hand was ready at rhe hole when 
the godlyEmperors called ſa&red countels to pull up the tares which 
wicked idle men had ſowen in the Lords held. Ir is excellent, how 
HHarcian the Emperor fm the conncell of Chalcedon exhorted the fa. 
thers oftentimes to apply all their ſtudie to root our hereftes and aſl 
wicked inftrufions, tha the true and holy fatth mizy appear, or 
ſhew ir felf. What might nor the Biſhops rhen have done if they 
had known their opportunity?But one would have thought,it ſhould 
have been their own chiefeſt care, without the Emperours ad- 
,monition. The like paines took the ewo Emperonrs eodeſixes the 
_ and the grand-father in thoſe famous councels of Epheſus 
a CO : the Bridegroom did his part to take away the 
barre, bur the ſponſe would not : therefore he withdrew his hand 
and took away all power to remove the bolt. For after Marciar 
was dead, fuc bachewons cruelty raged inthe welt ; and obfcuritie, 
foth and covetouſgeſſe raigned in the eaſt, that he which before 
fought for entrance was now no where tobe found. 

Verl. 4. I roſe to open to my beloved and my hands dropped with 
myrrhe, and my fingers With ſ\veet ſmelling myrrhe upon the banales 
of the lock or bolt. 2 | 
- Afﬀeerthe ſpouſe (afflited with dayly miſeries ) had learneThow 
great lofſe her negligence had procured : ſhe ſeekes now to. recover 
iT 
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- itby diligence. And ſhaking off floth, goes to the door , which &n- 
 deavour of hers ( her finzers dropping with myrrhe ) proves tobe to 
God moſt {weer and accepcable. The ſpouſe aroſe when Leo [/awrus 
raigned, who endeavoured to root out worſhjpping of images late- 
ly. broughc in,inthe former ages. But Conſtantine his ſon(A.D.755.) 
in the ſeventeen councell of Coxftantinople ( who ſoundly condemn- 
ning that hainous abomination by the holy ſcriptures ) ſet his hand 
to the bolt or lock that ſhuc our Chriſt : which holy enterpriſe of 
his lowed with myrrhe. Charles the greatafſayed the like at Franck. 
ford; about forty yeers after, 795. 'bur that which was decreed in 
the councell wanted fucceſſc,to: no reformation followed. 

. Verf.5. 1.opened to my beloved,bnut my beloyed had Withdrawen 
himſelf and was gone : my ſoul failed when he ſpake : I ſought him,but 

1 could not finde him, 1 called him, but he gave me no anſWer, 
he opened ro her beloved, but-he withdrew himſclf and was 
'gonc, Her _”_ failed when ihe remembred how lovingly he had 
called her. He ſheweth himſelf to be preſent Ind ſeen of the Church 


in the worſhip by himſelf ordained. This propheſie agreeth with 
thoſe times, when Leo Iſarrm,Conftantine his ſon and Leo Coprony- 
2 endeavoured what they could ro take away idolatry,to remove 
the bolt and open the door to the beloved : but ſo great and ſuch 
horrible-corruption of all piety remained, that Chriſt could not be 


ſeen in hisoutward worſhip. The Emperors rightly did their duties 
to root out that which moſt manifeſtly appeared ; bur they paſt by 
many grcſ[e*rrors untoucht, Whoſe contagion the Bridegroome 
- flying, withdrew himſelf ſo farre off, They which were awaked out 
of this idolatry were inflamed with a marvellous deſire of Chriſt ; 
bur ic rather increaſed theit gricte , then recovered their former 

happineſſe, 
Verſ. 6, The Watchmen that Went about the City found me : they 
ſmare me, they Wounded me. The keepers of the Walls tooke away my 

vail from me, | 

Theſe watchmen differ much from thoſe, Chap. 3. 3. who (it is 
like) knew. whicther the Bridegroome was gone, and might be 
found agata ; for ſhe asketh them whether they*ſaw him, burſhee 
liyes nothing to theſe, aſſured of their ignorance, and would have 
been glad to have paſſed by them in ſafery. Likewiſe thoſe formes 
watchmen, though rhey could yeeld her no help, ( ſailing-in the 
ſame wcllcl]) yer forbare to lay violent hands'on her : but theſe bear 
and wound her, and reproachfully raxe away her vail : who, though 
; h they 
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they be far unlike in courtefie, and humanity, yet theig;common 
name ſhewes ſome agreement in Othce, Wherefore ht" rethe 
Rulers and Governors, Emperours, Bifhops, Prelats and men 
of ſuch ranke, as the event-plainly teacheth: For as'ſoon as the truth 
began to appear : in how ſhametull a manner was ſhe received: of, 
the wicked world : and eſpecially of thoſe which would be accoun- 
ted Watchmen of the City > She was fmitten with reproaches, lyes 
and Curſings in the time of Gregorie the ſecond : by whom Leo 1ſan- 
rus Was excommunicated for putring downe the worſhiping of Ima- 
ges. But by the councell of Nice under Conſtantine ( ſonne of Leo) 
and Jreve his mother, (by compulſion or Initigation of Pope Adrias 
and Toraſins, Bilhop of Conſtantinople) (588.) thee was cruelly 
wounded. The watchmen within the City are the Ecclefiaſticall 
Teachers and Rulers, - The keepers of the walls, the civill Gover- 
Nours. But in the time of Thesdora, the Empreſie, and Michael her 
ſonne, the vaile was taken away; ſo that the Church had neither 
Prieft nor Magiſtrate to defend her. Theſe were the times where- 
in the Spouſe: kept her bed, -and was never” ſeen abroad by man 
yeers-; the worlt times that ever ſhee indured. Shee was much 
troubled in minde (her heart failing her): in the Wine-cellar; as 
before, Chap. 2. 4, 5. yet then ſhe was ſupplyed with Flagons, and 
Apples, nay, her beloved came quickly to her, and imbraced her 
(ready to fall) in both his armes: but here ſhe is /mitren and Woun- 
Aedjbcr vaile taken aWay and laid for dead: but no Flagons or Apples, 
-or hope of her beloveds coming : for no man dutiſt ſpeak or look 
freely to teſtifie his will, much leſle to reach out an helping hand to 
the truth lying proſtrate. The comon Harlot of Rowe may then (ce 
how far ſhe is eſtranged from this Spouſe, who boaſteth ſo much of 
her viſibility ſince her firſt beginning, 
Verſ. 7, {charge you, O daughters of « Teruſalem, if yee finde my 
beloved, that yee tell him that I ams ſich of love. 

If yee finle my beloved (faith the) zell him (doryou ask what you 
ſhall tell him) that I ams ſick of love, After ſhe had concealed 
her ſelf a long cime, at length (impatient of longer delay) ſhe be- 
'gins afreſh .to ſeek herbeloved : the goes to the daughters of Fer: = 
{alem, her fellow Citizens, the Ele&,ind thewethythem of her grict, 
how the had ſought him; and though ſhee were without hope of 
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' aides. pm that after-longfilence,ſome golly menſhould 
bewaile feccalamity of the times and defire reformation, which was 
done about theyetr,1109. after al{-mention of the trueth ceaſed, 
being altogether:buried 260. yeeres.and more fiace- the vaile was 
taken away. .. For abont that time a F/orentize Biſhop openly. began 
to lament the Miſery of the Church, and doubted not boldly to af- 
firm Antichriſt to bee come already. Alſo one Arnoida Romane 
could not hold but with the lofle of his head bewailcd the grief of 
the Sponſe. And Hildrgarde the Propheteſſe, rowhom the Church 
peared ina viſion, .it the forme of a woman wailing.: her face 
fprinkled with duſt by the Priefts : her garments reat-and corne 2 
rhe innocent Lambe driven from her by their faulc, and many the. 
like. Adde unto- theſe. Bernards complaints npon. the: Cants- 
cles and others. - Afterwards there arofe many,'and more and more 
everyday, which freely profeſſed heir grief; '1By whefe rongues 
the Spoxſe declared her miſery to the daughters of. /eruſalrm. 

Verſe. 8: what thy beloved more then another beloved, O thow 
faireſt among women ? What u thy beloved more then another belyved 
that thou dozſt fo chargems ? fe » b Ly oP Jt 

Theſe daughters of: Iernſatem were the friends*-of-tlie- Sponfr. 
They. call unto her familiarly and lovingly, and ({ better fighted 
then others ) they acknowledge her molt-beautifull, being, naked 
and compaſied with darkeneſſe, Yet were they altogether ignorant 
of her beloved, otherwife they would not have asked what he was. 
They ſhew great deſire of knowledge, asking zgain and agaimtobe 
ſhewed him... At the complaint of the godly doctors, the ttadics of 
the Ele were ſtirred up : ſo that hee which promiſed 'onely the 
firſt lineaments of truepiety and Religion, had great companies fol- 
lowing him. See the multitude flocking to Perris #a/denfis ( abour 
the yeer 1160-) a private man , not graced with any. ambitious 
titles. 

Verſ. 9. Ay belovedir White and rndadie, the chiefeſt among renne 
thouſand, 

Shee willingly yeeldeth to their deſire hoping to get what ſhe 
ſought for, the ſooner by their meanes. The-anſwer 1s- threefold þ 
Common, ſpecialh and mixte. Which ſeemes-ro note out ſo-many- 1 
times, whercin there ſhould be the like knowledge of Chriit: om- * 
»07 in this verſe,taken-afwell from things inhefenr as from Circum- 
ſtances. The things inherent declare the :excellent ſweetneſle of 
the.lizely colours of Chriſt, which concernes thoſe times of the 7747. 
denſes 
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denſer ,when the aforeſaid Perer made his houſe as it were a Schoole 
of Sacred learning, where he taughe the Cavrchiſave and: firſt rudi» 
ments of Religion ; turned-the Bible into their owne language; 
tranflated.ſome ings of. the Fathers, .and by his diligence and 
piety brought it to paſſe, that at length the beautifall colours of 
Chriſt ſhining with pure holineſſe, and Red with the merits of his 
death, might be ſeen ofail men which did not wilfully ſhut cheix 
eyes. The circumitances:are 10000. men attending on Chrilt. 
Forgyhen the truth was diſcovered by: Ferrws Paldenſis and his fel- 
lowes, the Romane Antichriſt ſeeking by all meanes to aboliſh che 
t:uth,ſpread itabroad ge. <4 4n many other places, whoſe fruit- 
fulneſſe was ſuch, that about the yeer 1200. the Albigenſes duſt 
-Joyne .battell with / the Antichriſtian: Bands,” which /znocent rhe 
third ſent to: deſtray. them, :under the. leading of 'Leopeldus the 
ſixth Duke of  Anftria : and Simos! Earie.of  Afountfort, Arlength 
amond Toloſamu and Petrus King of Tarracon came to aid rhe 
Albigenſes, Then might yeſce the Bridegroom begin to ſhew hin= 
ſcife again. to the warld,attended with: roooo. truly Crfſe-bearing 
fouldices> Whichhad..wandered many :yeers delbre ſolitary: and 
without compatiye.1(” il! to 00 hn ot 
'Vetſ, :10. His head:is as the moſt fine oold, his lockes are buſtie and 
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bles and perſecutions of thoſe times bewailed by many.'As ſome of 
Swevcland at Halls, Robert Groſter Biſhop of Lincolne, Marthew 
Paris, Guilzhelmus de ſantto Amore , Arnolduc de villa nova; cryed 
out, that all Chriſtian'people by craft of the devill had gone aſtray 
from the trnth of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that the faich which the 
people commonly had was like. the faich of devils: and that alf 
Chriſtian people were led to hell. See how rightly they are com- 
pared to the colours of a Raven,they-were fo black and diſordered. 
Neither did this deformity then firit invade her, but then ſhe be gan 
firſt to be acknowledged and bewailed. 


Verſ. 11. Hu eyes are 4s the eyes of 'Doves by the rivers of Water, © 


Waſhed with milke and fitly ſet. 
Chriſt carefully looking/on;his:ſpoufe-boweth down his head that 
« he may behold her the more neecly' and exactly. As the doves-bow 

their necks with eyes iriclining rowards the water when they deſire 

to quench their thirſt, And where the ſpouſe was deformed akoge- 
cher with duſt, he uſeth no ſharp remedy,but applieth mach mercy 

and gentleneſſe incleanſing her outward filthinefle. His eyesare fit- 

y ſes, net overnfech ſtanding out hor too muth' dipping tm; butt fitly 
placed to behold the whole condition of the Churct;”; Theſe &yes of 
the Bridegroome ſo deleable;. were ſhewed to the world by 

Michael Ceſenas and Perris de Carbaria about the yeer 1277. toge- 
ther with /ohn de Poliaco, all which Pope obs condemned : Becauſe 
firſt,they taughrt diligently, cbar Prrer-\vas namort headof the Church 
tben any other Apoſtle : neither did Chriſt leave after bum any vicar 
#r head of the (hurch. Which evidently declareth the firſt part of 
the {imilitude, that Chrilt beholtdeth his Churchagth no lefle atten- 

tion, then the thirſtie and drinking. doves behoTU the, waters with 
attentive eyes.. Secondly,they taughtp tamly;rhat / The Chutoch hath 
0 poWer to corretÞ any one. With coattive' punifinjent (as theptall it ) 

wuch leſſe hath the Pope any ſuch power tocorrett;pumph , inftitute or 
remove any one in the magiſtracie. Whereby they: prove the Pope 
clean contrary to Chriſt ; the one waſheth away ſpors:-with milk, 
the other with ſalr-peter , the one reſtraineth and-puniſherh fatiles 
with the word,the other with the {word;&c. > 5 NG 

Thirdly,they taught that Priefs.and elders had alta like authority, 

pover and juriſdiftion : Emperors indeed bad given a high degree to the 
Popes , and might take is 'aVvay again' at theiy. pleaſure. The Pope 
raged when AZicbael taught this, but the holy man' proceeded' and 

ecaſed not to preach that the! Church Was a ſtriving place'of piety, 
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wot 4 race of "Ambition. And ſeeing that full veſſels might ſatisfie ever) 
one, it Was terrible that the C lergie ſhould ſo ſhamefutly contend for 
honour either With the laitie or among themſelves. The covetous and 
ambicious have never enough, bur their minde alwayes thirſts for 
ſomerhing more : whereby they plainly ſhew, that exther they ne- 
ver lighted on that full river,gwhere the Bridegroom quietly reſteth, 
or they are of another diſpoſition, contrary to him whole name they 
falſly pretend, &c.. | 

\Verſ, 12. His. checkers are as a bed of ſpices, as ſWeet flowers : his 
lips like lillies,Aropping ſweet ſmelling myrrhe. 

The greatelt part of the countenance is in the cheeks, which of 
Chriſt are moſt apparent unto us, when he raignerth openly in the 
Church, in holy inſticutions, which he hath given co be kept by his 
Charch till his coming. Theſe cheeks are firlt likened to beds new 
made in a garden, and.-preſently ro ſweet lowers, which elegantly 
ſerreth forth the ſwitt and ſpeedy increaſe of the knowledge of 
Chriſt : the flowers immediately following the ſowing.: The truit- 
full cipeniug of this ſced was farthered: by the-preaching of Robere 
French Anno 1299. Who 'by many viſtoas fer forth the lamentable 
condition of the Church, and declare& openly that the Pope Was an 
Idol, a Serpent, a Wooden. head, And the {pouſe which was preſented 
unto him with a glittering ſilver ccoſle very beantifall and excellent 
as well in life as do&rine. Hitherto the. following .member :of | the 
verſe doeth ſeem to.belo ng. His lips like lidlies dropping {Weet [melling 
Ayrrhe. Now the Bridegroom began to be famous by the puritie. of 
teaching , which yet durſ} not but only muttes and whiſper without 
lifting up the voice boldly. . ;' 

Verl. 13. Hu hands are 44 gold rings ſetwith the Berylh: his belly - 
ts as bright, ſwory guerdaid With ſaphirs.. 01 Bs 

Hetrcherto hath. the, Pridegroom; been ſet forth -to rhe world. in 
ſome. ſpeciall members from Frederick the ſecond ro Roberts Galluo, 
by almoſt x00. yeers, The hands are the inſtruments of Action, and 
in.ſcripture chey«figuratively fignifie, works: The Jems included in - 
the rings ſeem to ſignifie the miniſters of the word, which-etſwhere - 
Chrift carrycth as ſtars in-his right hand, Rev. 1, 20. But theſe times - 
yeelded not ſuch ſplendour. . Theſe things ſhew a change and alce- 
ration of that. which Chriſt would bring to paſſe by the labour of his 
miniſters, as it hapned about the yeer.1300. which .was. called. zhe 
frf reſurcetion of the dead. For now the thouſand yeers were ended 
whercia Satan was bound., and the dead raiſed from their graves. 

” _— 


ite of the Church 

Very many-now began more boldly to ſet forththe'truth : As Dane 
the Florentine, Marſilius Patavinus, William Ockham, Iohbn of Gaunt, 
and many others. Philip, the French King, deſpiſed-Pope Boniface, 
Lewes of Bavaria, trove long time with theſe moſt humble ſervants 
of ſervants for the right of rhe Empire, Edward of England made 
ſhew unto many, how little he eſteemed the Popes authority. By 
the Bowcls or Belly, bright as /very, overlaid With Saphirs, may be 
underſtood the two Sacraments. For the Word of God is-open to 
the view of every onc, as the month and countenance, neither is 'ic 
wont to be hid from itrangers: but the Sacraments ſerve only for 
the houlnold, as the bewels, which are appointed only to that body 
whoſe members they are, burſerve to no uſe for ſtrangers. Theſe 
things therefore, as itwere, with the finger, point to thoſe times of 
Toba Wickliff, (1370) who taught openly, that the ſubſtance of ma- 
reriall bread and wine remain in the Sacrament of the Altar ; the ac- 
tidentnof bread remain not Without the ſubjett.in the ſame Sacrament: 
Chriſt 1 not really in the ſacrament,» proper preſence corporally, Be- 
ringarins ſpake againſt this wicked-error, 200, yeeres before;but the 
time was not yet-comec, wherein. the hands of the Bridegroome ſhould 
be ſeen full of Rings, whence his enterpriſe wanted ſucceſke.” | 

Verlſ. 14. Hu legs are as pillars of Marble, ſet upon fockets of fine 
gold : his countenance ts 4s Lebanon, excellent as the Cedars. 

; The beginning of this verfe, ſerrerh forth the nether parts; whoſe 
chief praiſe confilts inftrength and ftableneſſe; AN would'faile, un- 
tefſe that which upheldeth were-fufficient ro deare the weighr. 
Wherefore the Bridegroome-ſtandeth immoveable on ſuch ſtrong 

baſes: And leſt we ſhould thinke that his ſtrength wanteth beauty, 
ſoc; the legs and feet are of gold; So. that from the crewn of the 
hcad to the ſoal of the feet, hee ſhineth with infinite glory and Ma- 
zeſty. Yer is there no doubr;but theſe things belong z1o to the hifto- 
15 : therefore theſe two golden bafes, whereon the Marble pillars 
are ſer, ſcem'to point out fohn Hyfſe and Hirrome of Prague ; as is 
The perpetuity of Marble, ſuch was their'tenftancy to indure death 
willingly for rhe truths cauſe, mduring a triall by tire, as che pureſt 
poid. They differed from the Popelings in many things : 'but this 

chiefly bir the mitred fathers, that they gravely reprehended their 
wicked and laſcivions lives. This was the ulcer thatcould not jn- 
fdure ſcratching, which made them rage ſo ferccly againſt chem : 
This was about the yeer, 1415. The other Member of the verſe; bw 
CONMECNARCEs5 es Lebanon, execllent as the {edars, His countenance 

ts 


C F Ec : 08 7 


* 


AP.F, 


E APS$. abatit the vrore v*- 20. 1041 
is feen here on'earth,in rhe true knowledge of Chriſt, and by his true 
worſhip, which he himſetfhath appointed. Now the Spoyſe, com- 
garing ic to Hour: Lebanon,ſheweth thereby that there ſhould be fo 
great an increaſe of knowledge and renewed worſhip, thar the pro- 
teffion of Chriſt ſhould continue as firmas the hils themſelves ; and 
as the Cedars of Eebanon exceed other trees in length,fo ſhould trac 
Retigion excell all ſcratching and pricking ſuperſtitions in reverend 
Majeſty, which moſt fi.ly agree withthe times preſently following, 
wherein the Bohemians ſhook off the Romiſh yoke, 1420: Now 
firit began the Word to be truly preached, the Sacraments to be ad- 
miniſtred in either” kinde,. wicked ſuperfticions ro be rooted our, 
Monaſteries to be beaten down, and- the Prieſts conftrained to trill 
the Land, or to yeeld ſome betrer fruit, &c, - | 

. \'Verſ. 15. His month is moſt fwcer, yea, he is altogether lovely : Thus 
7 my beloved, and thu 1 my fricnd, O danghters of Ieruſalem, 

His lips (at the 12. verſe) dropped myrrhe :- here the month 
foundeth ſweetly ; both lips and month betoken the Word and 
Preachinp, only the lips whiſper :obſcurely : the palate and. open 
mouth yeeld a more ſounding voyer. Such: was: the' voyce of the 
Bridegroome heard in the Miniſters of: Bohemia;preiching the truth 
fregly, and without feare, in deſpite of Antichriſt. Hee « altogerhar 
lovely ; there is nothing in him but that which is moſt to be delired, 
with greateſt care and itudy. This is my beloved, as if ſhe ſhould fay, 
ſeeing yee haveſo earneſtly defired- ro know the excellencie of ,my 
beloved. Thinke with your ſelves, that I have not trifled, nor done 
any thing nnfit for a modeſt woman,in that my earneſt indeavour of 
' ſceking him and offcharging you': but the honour due to his merits 
far exceeds all my ſtudy. Theſe words do plainly teach, that the 
Church in her true members,at that time, beſtowed all diligence in 
ſeeking Chriſt. And now-wee fee by this propheſic (which wich 
noted foot-ſteps hath exaRtiy ſhewed the path-way through this 
Wilderneſle) by what degrees the knowledge of Chrift appeared 
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again from Frederick, the ſecond, (after infernall darknefſe covering * 


the world by the Biſhop of Reme) untill about the yeer, 1420, ' 

Verſ. 16.” Whither i thy beloved pone, O thou faireft among 
Women ? Whither u thy beloved tnrued aſide, that Wee may ſecke 
him With thee ? 

This ſheweth the great deſire of the faithfull ſeek Chriſt, offer- 
ing.their fellowſhip, and promiſing common aid in ſeeking. Which 
came in faſhion, when the Bohemians got their liberty : for _ 
wart 
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wards they, were hoſpen with the writings of many learned men,as 
the Walazrfts, Albingenſcs, oy=c wb s Hufſe, us Hierome of 
Prague, with all thoſe. before named, Laſtly, the Bohemians, byy 
whole diligence the beauty of Chriſt, by litle-and little, appeared. . 
in his members to the world. -It was wonderfull, how they were 
preſently kindled to ſeeke the truth in England and Germany, and 
many other places, ſo that all carners (of cur coalts at leaſt) ſoun- 
ded againe with the voyces of them, asking, Whither 1 thy beloved 
one ha faireſt among Women? Whither tarneth thy beloved? Yea,rhis 
| SLE was ſo generally received, that many daughters of [er»/alene, 
which knew him not before, nor couched with any defire 'of him, 
.now offered their ayde to ſeeke him.. The Art of Printing hapning 
at the ſame time, (1445) by Gods ſingular benefit, did greatly helpe 
to ſet forth his fame, which coptinued 7c:;yeercs and mere,and could 
not be ſtaycd by any meanes. | | 


OSes 6: | 
FHÞ&HY; Y welbelovedis gone downe into his gar- 
> dcnto the beds of ſpices, to feedein the 

| M 2 girdens, and to gather lilies, | 
— &F 2 Tammy welbeloveds, and my welbc- 
| UUUIALA lovedis mine,who feedeth among the lilies, 
3 Thouart beavrifull, my love, as Tir- 
zah, comely as Ieruſalem, terrible as an army with ban- 

ners. Ws 

4 Turne away thine eyes from me : fofthey overcome 
me : thine haire 1s'like a flocke of goares, which looke 
down from Gilead. 

5 Thy teeth are like a flocke of theepe, .which go up 
from the waſhing, which every one bring out twins, and 
none is barren among them. . - 

6 Thy temples are within thy lockes as a piecc of a 
pomegranate. 

7 There are threeſcore Queens, and fonreſcore-.concu- 
bines, and of the damoſe!ls without number. | 

2 But my Dove is alone, axd my .undefiled, ſhe is the 
onely daughter of her mother, and ſhe is deare to her thar 

= | bare 
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rs have ſcene het, and counted; her, 
Jand'rhey 
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bare her: the daughte 
bleſſed : even che Queenes' and'the;cancubin 
have praiſed her. »0T algno:! xt gitar 35:19 | 
- 9 Whois the thar Tooketh forth a#'the 'mornitig, - Faire 
as the moone, pure as the fun, terrible as an army with 
banners $1 1 > " 't TEE i: TAE. tag Uh 
10 I went downetothe gatdenof nuts, to ſee the Fruics 
of the valley, to fee if the vine budged, «nd ifithe pome- 
granates flouriſhed. HT lr | 
. 11 I knew noching, my ſoule ſer me as the charets of 
my neo pany. {220TH otra TR 
12 Rcrurne, returne, O Shylamire; returne : rerurne 
that we may behold thee. Whar ſhall you-ſee in the Shu- 


Jamite, bat as the company of an Army: 
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C0 much of rhe Church caſt; down; now: of the Church, reſtored, it 
the whole and in the parts. The Whole ,as Well ſummarily, both in. 
reſpett of the Bridegroome, verſe 1. 2, and.in reſpefF of the enewiecs 
verſe 3. 4s [cverally by reaſon of .certaine members of the Whole body, 
verſe 4, 5, 6. The parts are particular Churches, as. Qwucencs,: Corits- 
bines and Virgins; verſe, 7. amongſt all. vobich, one Dove excelleth, 
verſe 8. Andſuch s the eldeſt Siſter. The younger are either a Printeſſe, 
or other inferiour Churches. Her condition. us partly growing, partly 
of full age: her beginning 1fſummarily delivered, er, g, eAfterWards 
ſeverally,expreſſed,and hav it Wes done, yerle: 10.11; 12, and What 
kinae of one ſhe Was When it Was done, Chap. 7, = 6 1? 
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Verſes. fy beloved is gone dovone ivto his garden, tothe beds of ſpices: 
PT Boks Pept and to gather. Lilies. SL hs BY 
Fx the beginning of the deſcription the Spouſe ſeeketh her belo- 
yed, not knowing where he was: as we have ſeene in the for- 
mer Chapter. Now ſhe taketh on her to teach that which before 
ſke deſired to learn. To deſcend into the. garden, is onely (as hath 
| beene often laid) co be preſent (as it were) to be..taught. with the 
hands, and ſcene witch the eyes in pnrity of do&rine- and-integrity 
| ; Kkkkkkk of 
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of alll exrernall worſiip.! Which hupnet 10 che timer of Atoms 
Eothez, in che yeore rpr7;! Arwhar time the Sponſe began ſonie- 
what to recoverher health and ſtrength. The Falhnſts Wickbf, 
the Bohemians and other daughters of [aru{evene.thad taken great 
paines in ſeeking the Bridegroome, but the garden was never. gre- 
pared with beds and borders for him, till now;when Frederike Duke 
of Saxonie by his own authority proteRted atid defended the Church 
newly fprang up in Fr chbery | _— his dominion: "Here was 
the' en ar'the firſt, and thertore ſhe ſaith, 275 belvve die gone 
down into his earden. The trath was plentifully ſowne rhere, but lir- 
tle reformation for the firſt a net pas therefore is there but one 
garden mentioned. But ſhortly after more gardens. were added-to 
this one, a5 Tigurum, eArgentoratum, Baſile, Berne, Geneva, and: 
alſo the Provinces of Has and Prufſir,fo that the ſecond part of 
the verſe faith tigtitly; He werr diWne to fred” in the Gardens, for 
now there were mary gardens made by diſtin&tion of fence, yet 
were all planted with the like fruite. He came not into; this garden 
any longer to behold the bare tockes bafe,bur as tt were feeding 
the ele by the nouriſhment of his word, he at the lengthagathered. 
liles in baskers and ſeparated rhem fromthe wicked world; whiet 
' Lillies were firſt gathered at Wittemberg, ' when the Maſle be 
| tobe diſcontinnediand the Supper more purely to be: adminiſtred in 
the'yeere 1521. The yeere foſowing' the Images 'were caſt our, 
Afrer” three'yeeres 7ygaram ind Abgcritordtunr-were reformed. 
This comming into the'garden and” gathering of Lillies is che har- 
veſt poken'of, Rev. _ F41rs5. & | 
Verſe 2. Tam my beloveds, and my belvord 5 mine: be feedith a-- 
moe the Lilies, © ( WELANYSS $2 1 
She rriamphethin the ſame" words xs ſhe did upon-her refurne- 
from Babylov, Chap. 2.16; by which free profeſſion, fhe declateth 
the boldneſſe and conſtancie of thoſe times, wherein the truth need 
no more whiſper'in corners, in feate and doubting, but might ub- 
liſh hec ſelfe openly and be publiFiely, celebrated' by the-&gmmon 
ſpeechof many men. Neither'was the ſupportation of the” Bride- - 
groome lefle apparent in — 66 Ya: againſt her ene- 
mes. For if che hatred of the multitude, the rebukes of the Dv- 
Rors, the curſes of the Popes, rbe'condemningof the Emperour, the 
cortſpiracies of Princes, he ronfiſcarion of: goods, the.-danger of 
life, and all-other things cthrearning preſent death, coulF have. terri- 
fied the Spouſe fromprofeffing her beloved : faith had bin _— 
olt, 
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ſome time after ) but a rebelliqus City ;\ diſabedicat to ;Brinces 
and Governors, and to carry a certaine ſhow+of 'Ziraah, And 
thus the Church remained like unto, 7ir2ab from. the -y:cere. 152g, 
(when the Argenrinen/es joyned with the Helverians,)tull:the death 
of Charles the'5. in'the yeere, 45583. And then ſhe began-ro-be 
eomely as /ernſalem,when the unpleaſant-name of: TirzdÞ grew out 
of uſe, which hapned in the beginning 'of.Queene ZLeaberbs Raign 
in Exgland, inthe yeere 1558. And.in the ycere following ini;$cor- 
land, Geneva, the Helvetian and German Churches, in Denmarke, 
erWay,and Sweve/andand other places ofthe reformed Religion: 
Not that they were altogether tree from hoſtile jnvalion,greauiraue 
bles ſhortly ariſing in Fraxce.and- the Low-countries : yer partly 
by.her own increaſe, partly her adyerſaries:tyred :and ceafingſome- 
what from outward: force, ſhe was ſa much exalted, ;that hervery 
enemies could not but admire her beauty and comelinefſe, whoſe 
beginniogs they deſpiſed, The laſt age of the reſtored Church, is 
terrible as aw Army\With Banners. 2416 be 0” 
She ſhall beſtow. all her time in. warlike preparations, and.un- 
derfakings, For the!helliſh furies will not ſufter her enemies to. relt, 
neither will ſhe endure her ſelfe-to he rent and torne by the Wolves, 
but reliſt the injury wich an armed hand, Whereby ſheſhall become 
fearetull to her cgemies, as ſhe hath. done theſe;many:yeeres in £29» 
land, France, and the LoW- Comnntries. But/this-is nothing to' that ter- 
rour which-ſhall ſhortly follow, when Antichriſt himſelf-and-his 
Enſign-bearer (the King of Spaive) and all-that;carty his rwarke 
ſhall be ſo deſtroyed by the Spouſe,thet no,menzjon-of theav[habbre- 
maine,  Kkkkkkk2 Verl, 
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.- Nowlhe encervints 2 Tpeciall commendaridaoftertain members, _ 
whereby che civill goverament of the Church pupſtie eter be un- 
derſtood.' This-cleerneſſeof fight; Without" Yoabt,” was ſbewed in 
the doctrine of Juſt fication by fairkywhetreby the Charch (nor with 
ſquinr-bur right eyes) behotdethy Chriſt;and all his righteouſnes: and 
excellency. And whatſoever excelleth inthe jadgement of theworld, 
ro be loffe and Yung to it, Phil3 8: This eye way very dim informer 
times, until Martin Luther divinely Urew'away thoſe darke fcales : 
For he: wiped away all humaneſarisfatione,merits, ſupererogations, 
indulgences, confidence in their own received wicked ſuperſtitions ; 
and ſhewed the! yoke of the law to be more grievous then all the 
Popes Buls were able to uphold ; neither afterwards could the wic- 
ked'Councel of Trem, nor the Germane Interim forged altogether 
with fraud and decett) dazle the ſight of theſe eyes, but that they * 
could diſcerne the authors of cheſe' deceits, ſpreading their nets in 
yain; neither was our Englord lefte- ſharp-fighted, when not-only 
the Pope, but alſo the Papacie,- was utterly rejeRted, by the autho- 
rity of our 7o#as, that moſt holy Kitig, Edwardthe ftxth, of bleſſed 
me . Weleethe divine beauty of theſe eyes, which at this day 
(God'ibe thanked): is the fame in all reformed Churches. The 
common people of the ſaithfull, ſignified by Hayre, is altogether the 
Lame, as it was in the firſt Church, Chap.4. 1. ſcattered,contemned; 
put-in great danger, which yer by no means, could be compelled to 
leave Gilead, and returne to Berhaver. + * 
Verſ, 5. Thy teeth are as 'a flock of ſheep Which go up from the 
Waſhing : Whereof every one beareth tWins, and there ts not one barren 
amongft them. : | | 
The Teeth are alwayes:taken for the Paſtors and Miniſters of the 
Word, as Chap. 4. 2. where they were ſent forth, two and two; in- 
ſtructed with the like gifts and meflages 7 As Sheep are of a milde 
and pleaſant diſpoſition, and far remote from all ambition,ſo ſhould 
the reſtored Church (hine with faithful) Paſtors ; the true ſiiccefſors * 
of thoſe former, adorned with the-ſelf-ſame Enfignes as neer as the 
time would ſuffer. They which before boaſted rhemſelves- ro be 
Paſtors, had alrogether caſt away the charge of preaching,. and yet 
theſe men would be heires of the Apoltles, whereas they were ſtrong 
reeth ; theſe filthy rotten bones ; they Sheep;theſe I.yons.Bur at the 
length ſound tecth ſprung up again,ſuch as were Luther, Melanthon, 
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Bucer, Zwuinglius, Oecolampadins, Capito, Catvin, Peter Martyr, 
and many others, whoſe names are written in heaven. - And verily 
the truth of this Prophccie, 'ſeemerh very apparent in the deerce 
made at'Grmeve; inthe yeere 1550. namely, that the Miniſters not 
only in Sermons, '(which fome negleed, ſome heard them with 
ſmall profit)}- bur alſo ſeverally through houſes and families, at a 
certain time of tte" yeere, with a Magtrate of the Ciry ſhould ir.- 
ſtruct every one, and require a reckoning of every ones faith, And 
itts ſcarce credible: what fruit followed, as Beza ſheweth in the 
life of Calvin, x 

Verf. 6. As 4 piece of Pomegranate, are thy temples Within thy 
locks, | | F 
This is the fourth agreement of this Church with the firſt, which 
we have ſhewed to- belong to the Ecclefiaſticall and civill govern- 
men!, in the uſe whereof the Church reſtored ſhould be happy, 


- which _ by the holy Diſcipline reſtored again at Geneva, 
1 


by Gods ſingular benefir,together with the Goſpel,in the yeer 1541, 
Which wee alſo ſee'to be done-in- other Churches at this day ; 
as in Helvetia, Rhetia, France, the low Comntries, and Scotland, 
wherein the government requiring” holinefſe of life, according to 
the rule of doArine, the truth fFouritheth fruitful inviolably. 
Bur-yon will ſay, theſe times whick we have de , ſhine nor 
in all Reformed- Churches ; whereunto I anſwer,-Ic is ſuthcient if 
we finde ſome: ſuch thing in any one-Congregation : for this by a 
common neceſfity, ſhall belong to the commendartions of ajl. And 
this is the ſumme of the agreement. 
Verſ. 7:: There are threeſcore Queens, and fourſrore Concubines, 
and Virgins Without number, | 
Having ſpoken: compendioully of the Church reſtored ; ſome 
things are now briefly propounded, particularly in theſe two verſes, 
wherein he divideth the ſeverall Congregations into three ranks, 
according to their degrees of purity : namely, Queens, Concubiner, 
and Virgins or Maids; And the that comes neereſt to truth and 
holineffe, the Bridegroome holdeth her deareſt ; wherefore the 
Oucexs are mighty, and Aouriihing Churches, which excell the reſt 
in purity. The Concubines are of a lower ranke ; they are admitted 
tothe Bed, but far fromthe honour and exceltency of the lawſull 
wives; having no dower themſelves, nor are thetr childrento in. 
kerite. The Virgins are in the lowelt place, as ſervants and hand- 
maids; altogether eſtranged from any. familiar acquaintance, they 
have 
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rent.in a they have viAuals-and clothing ; 

are reckoned to be of cheir:- Maſters houſhol are-not nr 
of his goods ; they labour not for themſelves, bux:for their 'Malkers. 
Ic is alfo to be obſerved, the ,Qxeons are numbred, and ſo.are the 
Concubines; but the Firgins(as of no reckoning) are without num- 
ber. This diſtraQion into ſuch different degrees hapned abour the 
yeere, 1563. When Tohn Brenniu and l[ames eAnirever, rent the 
Church in pieces, with that unluckie diviſion of thar monſtcous Vbi- 
gaity, It was before ſowne by Lwther, but. he {taycd the conten- 
tion about ic as long as he lived. But Brentiws revived it; and 
three yeers after, /ricxs, and other DoRors.out of far Countries, 
came to Antwerp, and renewed that error, whereby the face of 
the Church, even in her infancy, was miſerably defiled ; beſides, 
Anabaptifts and Libertines, Antitrinitarians, new Arians, and } 
know not what other monſters, which waſted and ſpoyled 77an- 
filvania, and the Regions thereabouts. The E gf Iri/h, Scotti/h, 
Belgick,, Geneva, Helvertique, Rhetique,do flouriſh(God be praiſed) 
with the dignitic of fucens, whereof the Germane, the Danifi, 
Gotique, 'and SwWweveland Churches, and others cleaving to their 
opinions, have taken a crowne to themſelves, and have gottenthe 
place of Co s. Among the Virgins I reckon the eLuabaprifts, 
Libertines, trinitarians, Arians, and the like, which now al- 
together miſerably waſte and deſtroy Moravis, Polonia, Hungaria, 
Tranfilvania,and a great part of Denmarke. To theſe may be added 
the Roman filthy finck, whereſoever diſperſed. We have ſeen the 
whole Song marvelleus hitherto, but now eſpecially, when we come 
to things preſent, Behold then 'the condition of the reſtored cruth, 
into what unlike degrees ſhe at length ſhould fall by a great ſepa- 
ration. The Spirit forctold a lamentable ſucceſſe : this age feeleth 

ir, and every day plainly threatneth a farther departure. | 
Verſ. 8. My Dove, my undefiled is but one, ſhe is the'only one of 
her mother, ſhee ts the choice one of her that bare her,the daughters ſaW 
' her and bleſſed her, yea. the Qucenes and the concubines, ana they 

praiſed her. | 
Without doubt this Dove was one of the Ducencs, far ex- 
celling in glory,and more beloved of the Bridegroone then the reſt, 
adorned with a threefold teſtimonie : Of the Bridegroome, of her 
mother, and of the reſt in the family. . For the Bridegroome termeth 
her;his Dove, his V=d-fil-d one. Any thing may be one, which is one 
in minners and diſpoſition, thoughabtent in place and (cate ; As the 
company 
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company of the faithfull are faidto be one, though ſevered in-far re+ 
meteplaccs, white they hold the fame puricy of Dodrine, and the 
like ftudy of holinsſſe, Theſecond: teſtimonie is of her Mother, 
whicltis the Church and the Word to-whoſe direftions this Dove 
doth wholly apply her ſelf. The third ecftimony is of the reſt inthe 
family. Fuſt, of the daughters who are particular Churches which 
are begotten of this onely Dove, from whim they draw their in- 
ſtruftions and the ' whole courſe of adminiltration. Next the 
ueenes and Concubines bear witneffe both after one: manner, but 
boch very ſparingly and more flenderly then the-daughters, it'may 
be through envie; They. acknowledge her fair and beautifull, bur 
perhaps they keep the'branch to themſelves; as jealous. wives often 
do.'All which ſheweth how the wills were conjoyned, between the 
Dove,the Darghters, the Dacenes and Concubines, Howſoever 
there be not the ſame degree of purity in all things. But where are 
the Virgins without number > Why is there no commendation .of 
theirs rehearſed ? Verely as they are further abſent from familiar 
acquaintance of the. Bridegroome,. ſo. are they more fpitetully bent 
againſt his onely beloved Dove, neither (through hatred ) can they 
ſfay-any thing well. Let us ſee then a more full diſtinction of the pre- 
ſent Chuches which are either true or ticulary. The true, are 
Ducencrand Concubiner. The Ducenes againare either the onely 
Dove, or more: and:this onely one 1s partly the Mother, partly-the 
Paughrers. The ticular Churches are the virgins. Who this onely 
Dove is, may eafily be proved, if we conlider the exceltency of the 
Eyes, Teeth and Temples of the reſtored Church, for ſhe that exce] - 
tketh inche beaury of theſe members, muſt of neceſſity be that one one- 
ly Dove. Wherefore not truſting to-mine own judgement but ro the 
Judgement of the Spirir himſelf :1 beheld in this glaſle the Chure:r of 
Geneva, ſhining with the glory of this only Dove. Kor firſt let us 
conſider the excellent comlineſle of the eyes, where ſound and un- 
corrtipt dorine ſhinerh, ſpotted with no comments of filthy flat- 
rerers,bur eſpecially'rhe chaſtiryof juſtification by faith, wherwith the 
Bridegroom is chiefly delighted But this beauty is common to the - 
other Deen; and alſo the (oncuvines; Then let us behold the teeth, 
namely rhe doors, like a flock of ſheep, ſimple; bharmleffe , nor dy/- 
dainfull, not ſuxurious, but content with a ſparing diet - diligentin 
' teaching , not ſo much troubled: with worldly bufincſſe that they 
can have ne leaſure forthie word: and docrine:Not undertaking the 
charge of many Churches and ſcrving none, nor may he that js 
tnc 
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the charge of one Church negle& ir by his abſence. Neither is any 
thought fic for that paſtorall funtion which can but only read.Laſt- 
ly let us view the Temples, like a piece of a Pomgranatevery-beauti- 
full The governors together with the Paſtors moſt honeſt men, 
watchingover the manners of 'eycry man, and correfting them by 
divine inſtitution, not ſending then to the Romiſh'horſe-leaches 
"and the Antichriſtiah decrees, rhe-more to corrupt them , but en- 
.deayour to redcem their ſins and publike cffences , rather by repen- 
tance then for mony.Neither doth ſhe command any idle ceremonies 
.but.whart neceſſary reaſon onely requireth. Laſtly they which apply 
all to the authoricy which Chrilt hath given'to the Church, thar 
every member may perform his duty holtly.The Spirit goeth no far- 
ther inthe elder Church,becauſe ( as it ſeemech:) the ſhall perſiſt in 
| that variety which we now ſpake of: of Qucencs, Concubines,Dangh- 
ters, Doves and Virgins unto the end, without any notablechange : 
and it-may happen as corruption dayly increaſech,the Dove and the 
D aughters may be ſhut up in a nartow bound, © 1: 
Vetſ. 9. #ho « ſhe that look:th forth as the morning,fair as the moon, 
cleer as the ſun,and terrible as an Army With Banners | 
.  Hithertoof the elder Church, ard of things as well paſt as 
preſent. All. the relt of the Treatiſe reſpeReth things to come, 
which the more obſcurity they have , the more- leave and pardon 
they crave. But nothing 1s ſo plain wherein: the vanity of mais 
minde erreth not extremly,nnlefſe it be governed by divine light : 
nor any thing ſo concealed that it can lic hid,if this enlighten him. 
Thou therefore which haſt enlightned the former darknefle, give 
- lightunto theſe following, that we being taught thy will,and behold- 
ing the glory of thy children may cheerfully and conſtantly proceed 
1a our beguncourſe of renee terrified by any dangers, nor 
deceived by rhe deceirfull allurements of this world, Ic plainly ap- 
peared before, (hap. 5. 6. that by this manner of asking is declared 
the new birth or riſing up of ſome Church, by which afterwards 
thrice repeated, is ſignified, to be ſo many arifings of new Churches, 


or rather the approaching of new people to one-and the ſame. 


Church. Akhough others alſo are added , whoſe'af{criprion is not 

declared-in this kinde of ſpeaking, as we- ſhall ſee 1n its place. 

Therefore wee divide the younger-filter into three parts, where- 

of the firſt (which is the Princeſſc) is deſcribed from this very place, 

to the fifth verſe of the eighth Chap. The ſ cond, from thence ro the 

ninth verſe : The third inthe tenth and eleventh verſes thereof. The 
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fieſt of the ſiſters is the Church of the '7ewee, mhols calling robe 

expected within theſe few.ages., After, the feat of Antichriſt (the 

City of Rowse)) ſhall beurterly deſtroyed; which is to be very ſhort- 
Bien nom; mma nt ng .; m_ _—_— the A i 27 
4preerh; and many Prophecics of.thegld Prophets, This calling ſhall. 
by double © the firſt, from ale ro the cighth verſe of the nd 
Chapter : The ſecond in the-reſt. . The condition of the firſt is in part, 
briefly delivered in this verſe, and after ſeverally in the verſes fol- 
towing. The generall explication:teacheth what kinde of beginning 
ant}. progreſſe* therg ſhall-be. fer certain, yeeres,, The firlt con- 
verſion ſhall be like the morning s.The firlt growing age, faire as 
the Moone : Theſtrenger age, fleer as the Swmme': The full firength 
thereof,\ terrible; «a Army With Rapners,. It is likened” to: the 
moraing,becauſe-it. ſhall not anly.ve of a-dqubrfull and obſcureſight, 
(as is the firſt break of the Gay t alſo,becauſe the firſt light pre 
of fall appeare from the Ea + for _Danzf {{peaking this firlt 
calling) ſaith, Ruwor s ont of the 8uſt,and ont of the North ſhall trouble 


C 


" bim;Chap« 11-44-25 more plainly (God willing) (hall be ſaid at that 
phe In-which words. ke: joyneththe North to the Eaſt, becauſe 
thofow2rthere baniſhed, ſhould gather zogerher with thoſe of the 
©xſt-46 the fame faith of Chriſt, In-the Revelariov, Enphr ates © dried 
8p, that a ray may be made for the Kings of the Eaſt, Chap. 16. 12, 
Afﬀtergwhenthe: new leruſalew ſpall deſcend from hcaven, the Sf 
[arc abt he Exftward, Chap. 21.13. 1 f you defire the "time of this 
Felb cotredion: God hath. very much concealed the, moments of 
tinefrom us'; yet] ſuppoſe ir-is certainly noted out inthe Scripture, 
'\nd the day drawing neer,will adde a cleerer light unto it, Dan12. 
-&c, But as neer as WE Can-attain to it by conjectures, (and thoſe 
-n6r- light, as they. ſeem to;- me) it, is to be expected about the yeex 
4650: ax ar the twelfch fDamnel, the.cleventh and twelfth verſcs 
(all be ſaid more\plainly, Such ſhall be the-beginning of this new 
light ;. the progrefic ſhall equal the beauty of the Moon, moſt 
eleerly enlightening che mighty darkneſſe,witha ſwift increaſe after 
che firſt appearing, ſhining ina few dayes, ike! rhe full Moon : as 
"Bfay cryeth out, #ho bath; hgard ſuch a thing:? Vho hath (cen ſuch 
thinitss ? ſhall the earth ie y1nde to bring forth in one. day ?, or ſhall; a 
mation be borue at once ?: for as ſaon 4s Sion travelled, ſhe brought forth 
hes'chitdren,; Chap.'66. 8 \The riper age {hall ſtrivg with the Sunne, 
in'glory, light, and cleerneſle.; the exceeding; brightneſſe thall be 
-ſuch;chat.ir cannot be Jookeg upon ;; 4 a, in HallNen length terrible 
—o 
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to the enemies, no leffe then an Army Fornifhed with Bannces:. We 
may oþferve our of rheſe compariſons, how much more'cxceltenihe 
condition of this' Church ſhall be, then ever-it was of any other; 
Grear was the dignity of the former, but atche-moſt declaredby fi: 
ilitedes taken from! the earth; but here; 38 'if rhe cxcellonry of 
rthly things were not ſafficicnt to fer forth fuck glory, /hcSies 
wpward towards heaven, taking cv Aoreiing;, | che: Moon, and 
Sine fot ap mp (ome oſs ter/ us quickly lee that 
c 


) _ t, the gathering together of ourdiiperſett brethren, thac 
FE A "may ackrowfedgtheerhe oy Toi hare mc 
ribte faith. and 'mercy which exceederh att rheftcaits of a created 
Minde; may be celebrated and-renounet} inthe nivurhes of all men; 
7h . 10. 1 Went CN I ons fraaces of 
1hiP alice, and to fee Whether the vint flouriſped andubr(Pameyraneccs 
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” MV recon part of the" deſcription (cxprefſeth ſeverally what 
yas ſpoken even now generally. Hereof arerwo members; 4 prepe- 
ration in this ati the ewo next verſes, and the performance _df:che 
worke” efeRed in'the chapter foffowirg, Of-che firſt:member ave 
MSN: A viſication in this verſe; Tikcien citnrabilitieiinchehont, 
fda effectuall calling in the's 2. verſe. That which we tranſlate ts 
the garden of Nuts, Tremelixe curneth it to the gardenof. Praning. 
How is the word fitted ? The Iewes a long timehaveberne-pruncd - 
gardens, wherein' God hath exerciſed moſt Jeyere'! plage- ood 
pranings, Rom. 11. 20. Neither doth this iinterprecation:dffer from 
the diſpoſition of the Tewes, whoſe heartsavere brawny with'hard- 
nelte, Roms. 11, 25, whoſe ſtubbornneffe and obftinacie, 'E/ay moſt 
divincly defcribeth, rp x18, 19,20. He. calleth that people 
deafe and blinge, heari ſeeing \much and 'obſerving nothing, 
Neither laid rhey the moſt / grievons chaſtiſements toheart, wer. 25, 
Alfo Chap. 65. 2, 3. Row.”10. 21, be fruits of the 'Valy, another 
note whereby the Tewes ere marked our, that they are as it were 
jareward trees bearing fruit very ſlowly, ſach are they that are plan- 
4+cd in vallies, which the hills every way fo hinder, that they cannqr 
be refreſhed with the heat of the Surmne': Snch then ſhall- Chriſt 
'finde the 7ewe} when he ſhill vifie them, like Nuts covered witha 
hard ſhell ; neither more excellent, with any branchor bud of true 
Converſion towards God, whereby they may ſhew rliemſelves to be 
-\ndned with any vitall Rrength from heaven, then trees planted:in 
"the Ibadow of ieep rocks, Which (other zeces Bonriſhing): remain 
| - AS 
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| axhulf tend ; LEG on among ca popl b both: vines and | Powe "Y 


Anger. L. winter as yet Keepeth the buds, Bur 3 
5 FRE: e Sun of 7 righ reouſnelle ſh ; 4s that froxcn 
fo 


rda more. $4 aire whereby they may bteake 


forth pad ps 
Yerl. LI. Or _ 1 iy ket ies ſoul made me like the Chariots 


*t me.on the cha ople, 
for/e, Ul : ie pore ei when bn Chap 669 firſt viſic them, Now lie 


the converſion. The meaning is (that 
rake no. longer Aa of mens opinions ) as if he a8 ſay. 


1 deſcended indee Grow garden, bur 1 venh did ſa [pc wont 
thing as at length hapn Leap cd. ſtubborn and obſtinate peo» 
Plc: bur ker | L,them ealje and ready to. receive me, my 


SD d hex my. iclt'unco themn Read of chariors, 
ape I Ts NN chem into-the Church and reckea 


dine Y.» Where he 
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fox, as pep he LID _ Ayu : Mi her be- 
otteny feemmg. en ſcatom plate. 1 have been 4 
Fore ro and Fs hb. ih np theſe.2 beluld 
es Tk Haves hey been 2, Chap 39, 211 He thews 
at ne 2 [5 a for time will ceach. many 
2 WAR e having © Prophers » Which we commonly interpret as 
ang they. were "pat whoſe Fee is yct.to come : andeſpecially 
6 Eh me) the calling of the Jewes ; which yerily he 
gn Ra deg ned { 1 will pot ſay,perverted).the 

propery naturall meaning, Gar the Prophets m many places. - 
i4 Vert. I2,. Return,return, a Shulamite, rernrs : - returagthat we may 
look,upon thee. nkiog Will ye ſee in the Shulawite ? 46 it Were the com 

far of. pes Armzes, : 

' The ird. member, of. the Hoemer cakes T he effeiuall ralling, 


Which all be carneſt and thruſt on with greatenforcemens, as the 
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twice ewo doubled words do ſignifie + wherhe | 
- ro belong, How brantifull upon the monurains are the feet of hims that 
bringeth good ridings ," that publifherh peare, that bringerh good riding} 
of good, that publifcth ſalvation that ſairh untoZion,Thy God t4iguerb, 
T hy Watchmen , ec. Chap. 52. 7; 8. It is evident that that whole 
chapter: entreateth of the {aſt calling of the Jewes, whoſe felicity 
ſhould be cternall, never tobe interrupred, verſ. 2. He alfo maketh 
mention of a chreefold captivity.- The Egyptian, thie Aſſyrian and 2 
voluntary,verſ. 3. 4. 5. In which laſt hapned the'moſt miſerable con- 
dition of the Jewiſh people: wherein' chey have beca ſince Chrifts 
rime.For they were in times'paſt inforced incoEgyytby hunger: Into 
Aſhris they were drawn by force of war: Only'the Romanes did. 
not compell-them to rarn ; but they diſperſed themſelves kere and 


p © 
#1 4$:-; 
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there through the whole world of their mo pergnnt leroy 
theywere in that placeand reckoning in this laſt caprivity,as hefd foi 
things of nothing: whoſe greateſt worth any man might purchaſe at 
the vilcſt priee,as P/a.44- 13.And who feerhnorhis people, accommited 
for nothing in'the malcitude'of captives, pattly ſenp'ro. che Zpyp#rul 
mines;partly {laiti upon the ſcaffojds of «nes uhh Wie: comms 
pelled to fight citherwith wild braſts,or among theitſe Iveco kilf phe 
another,as itcame to paſſe'at the dcſtruton of /erfſater byTitas.Or 
if Adrian ſtraightly forbad the Iews their country foil, yer this _ 
Vity'was free,becauſe che Romanes armed mor at any beniefit by their 
ſervice as the Egyprien: and Afſjriane did; bur'onſy the quietneſſe'of 
the province.Chriſt by the preſence 'of hits fleſh brought'themt ti6r de- 
liverance fromthis captivity;bur-will bring ir at Jength; by turning 
theic hearts to the faith: But perhaps Sainr:Pas? faith'the contrary, 
who applicth the ſame to'the Noofttes (ext in time* paſt; Royw. 30.15; 
But'I think-it will ſeem otherwiſeif” we well confi etitthis arp 
in that place,is to preventan offcite taken of the Tewes itjcredality! 
Now there were chicfly two things which might make rhe Gentiles 
doubt. The ancient LaWes of the ewes : and the preſent ſtudie of piety« 
Were not that moſt like to be the truth which a ation vedehafetts 
much honour before all others, and'no lefle fervent as yet, with an 
earneſt deſire to worfhip Ged ) ſhould not onely acknowledge, bat 
alſo purſue ir molt 'earneſtly. Tn the former chapter, he oppoſerh 
eleRion to the old Law : here he entreateth 'of the ſtudy of piety : 
where he granteth them zeal,but leſt any thould be deceived with the 
ſhew thereof, he teacheth how farre djſtant'it is from true piety or 
Religion, The only rightcouſnefſe of-God is the righteon _ 
ait 


rthatof E/ay ſcemeth_. 
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alone while the Iewes ſought for, they obtained CER wn. dee 
fired, andin me Mean pie. miſſed of the. eruch, This cf 
words from: verſ.3: ro 14. Then making a At of. 7% g 
aqt legalf rightcouſ'neflf, leſt, any dopbr, ſhobld yer Rigke im their 
{ſkomackes;z he teacheth yet a litfle/ more plainely, uy they" could 
notappreach to this ſaving righceouſneſſe, which h2:ſaith;' is cheifly 
placedin calling upon the Lord , verſ. 13. How:ſaith-heyjthall they 
call #rhat is; How-ſball the;Jewergallyfecy: By, {ex} wg: xerprne to 
Salomou. rms is 79,þc mating wrwoets yeelde boa ments, 
may. APPEas prope g.to the-C of the 
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ent. now provine) Kr6the old Coun colt ; 


Ictting alohe 'the new habla which are free-in'the City by 
.Chriltz (Font aterbhe Comeetuate bowethhe Sheimitb) 


The tical Tgncsahas ſhe s ye falfby;Armes Gb 
the power of her enemies, w ere FAVES br Eots 'of Eze- 


Heb {, 38. and Tot cth at. thot and ego 
TE Fre 2 Es Tar with: all lick hep. gn For, 
NR ITT & Gl the Corverted and: rettirned 
FTE] FR #3. 11:49. and 45. : :>0'9. Whitheralfo Belonyeth 
chat.of po ne When I foall ftirre pe thy ſous 0 Zion againſh thy 


higer hr own howar ef QI} 


c HAP. Vi. th 9 
j Ow beautiful-are-thy Fong? with ſhooes,O ' 


Princes:daughrcrs! the-joynts of thy chighs 
= H - are like jewels: the worke of the hand of a 
cpnning workeman..-: _ 
Gp 4 2. Thy navcllu ac a round cup that wants 
eth.. 
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| es nor liquor thy belly _—_— of wheat compaſſed | 


TE” with lilies. \- ©- + 
Thy rwo' breaſts arz as ew youtig: 10es thar-ars twins: 
e by, neck i like a Tower. of Tyory : thine cyes ar? 
lik exhe fiſh pooles in Heſhbon, by the gare of Beth-rab- 
bim': thy-noſe i as the rower of Lebanon chat lookerh 
roiward Damaſcus: + -:: -* 
+ .$"Thine head Upon'thes Pat ſcarler: 2nd the buſh 'of 
thine head like purple : rhe Kitig © ried in the rafters.” 

6 How fairart chow, and kow Picxlane art thou, oy my 
love inplcaſures! _ 

7-Thisshy {tarure is like aPalme wree, 2nd, hy breaff 
likecluſers. ih 2d: nid orngdio hos 

/$ I faid, I willgo up ints the palme wee, I will cake 
hold of her bowes:thy breaſt ſhall now'be likerhe cluſters 
of the Ne of hr ot rat's y rioſe Like 4 15008 ich goth 
9 And the r66fof thy mouth Tike 800 [xl [Ke 
= tomy welbcloved,an canlech Wa OR an- 
cient-to ſpeak. : 

20. am my. welbeloveds, and "By deſite. is: covnnil mo. 
"1 1/'Comeimy- jeans” lerus' forely: Hiioo: ch 
field: *Jer ys rembiniin'rhevill ages." 91>" 5 16 
* 'r2 Lerns get up early tor Vines Ter usfeUtE che Tk 
Aouriſh whether, if hath bu = the he final}; ate or whether 
I he, Pomegranates flogui c Them wi .th hee. 6,y 
OVE. 7 4 VOTING 

13 The mandrakes have wivon A Gall, | 3n..our 
gates are all Jade n+ 4b old: my We loved 
I have _ them for thee. 4 36) x 
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Y- bave heard in What manner thi Converfi ron Was. Wow 7 es oo 
ed the moſt 0 elarious condition of the Cormverted « Well bþ-rhit bears - 
| fr F ile rent to every member, well; 1. 2: 3.4 5.and the Whote bv:r, 
j Vet f 
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vel. 6:7, a alſo the towing by chance of the Bridegrovue, dweetiing 
is her branches, verl. 8. and the ſaviut of the Noſe and Palate; verſic. 
whereby wv commeth to paſſe that chey #rft-prrperualiyis: one anothers 
tout, verl.yo; And "rm #5: 1/e:groWiug: condivion of 7be 'Priqicels, rhe 

meer treo bter(.-'T he riper; uge 'fball bring 'Worſrippers in greater 

" nanbcr, the eccaſiow hereof 14 ſhewed, verl, 11: 12. 13. andthe effelt 
i the beginning of the Chaprer following. © to yo 

on TH BL EXP. OSITAO No mts ne 
Verſe tr: How bewnrifall ave thy feare With iroer; © Prins dakthbier't 
'-T'be joynts of thy thighs are like jewels, the work of the hands of 4 
 £ming. vvorkeman, | PRICEY 
At Parricitarc deſetiption'ef cach member is here begin from be. 
{A neath; forfurkifhatbthe'progretſe of things be; Heretolort als 
waies'the begidning-was'madefrom the tread. The place of the eyes, 
teeth, and temples: becauſe/thefinſt beginnings were more famous/and 
foonex perceived, inthe Dottors andthe adminiſtration appointed: 
bit now'in a'wonderfull manger, the-feete ſhall be firſt-tonverted, 
and ffialtbegin'to Ward alid walke in che right way, 'as ſome gorable 
fexſort (hill diſtoverpwhifach'a'tling ſhoutd' be done. 'Heithere- 
fore:&mireth the beatity of her feere, becauſe it- was verily athing 
fill of admiritiov. :A'ſhoocis applycd/in the Scriptures torhree figp- 
difications. To: 21-th, Spell, nand Leberty. Trrwas: afigne)of | Mirthz 
from whehceth motitning they ether pur them off, of their own/ac> 
cord AS'Diavid aſconded 'to the dont uf Olever; bit head covered and 
barefoot,2 Sam.15.30.Or they were conſtrained againſt their wils as 
Captives'to the vitors, who led them naked and barefoote, E/a. 
20.4. Speede hath ſomewhat a more phin effieacy,for he thar is ſhod, 
treadeth ere boldly, aadfeareth rot” pibblesorthornes; Wherc- 
fore Godwheht he -afired:aſpeedy rewrne' to'this people;te-pro- 
tmifcrh to dringit topaſe, har theyThall goe-with haves on their 

Feete;/E/X; 11, 15! Tewas ao tothe Hradlites' a lipne of kiberty of 
retherof obtaining their rdeemedinhieritance. Whoreas putting off 
the fhoe wis Toroa 'reproatÞy,'Dehr: 25.9, 10, Whither as if ſoremes 
belonzeth, how Got roifmianded Hofer! drawing neert ts HimZto 
put off his ſhooe, Exod.4.'5!toputus in mindein how baſe a cond ' 
tion fleſh 1s Defy ik Af a Kaeifedcious a The mirth of 
the people returning, their /peede of returning, the recovery of 
their ancient inheriranice, oh withouc donbt-be a matter of oe 
derfull glory and of great aUmiration; ſo that worthily the Nations 

may 
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Revert ſignificth that-nimble 


lewels are ficzed into ap aber on Ginevy {ps artificiall tar- 
fo nfs 


ving (alyation to his people. But. hence ſee, the conyerſion' of. 
heart ſhall not proceede; of themſelves, þut from this faichfull work: 
man, who ſhall frame theſe joynts, and . wotke theſe nimble 'tur- 
nings. , : | LS IPs ; jg & IB 

Verſe 2. Thy navell i like 4 round pI Warteth. not liquor: 


in very deede, how faithfull he was in performing promiſes, and LY 


4 


thy belly.ts like a beape of wheate ſet about With Lilliers” |... 
Interpreters refer.theſe words to meate and! drifike;, but in this 
ſong, comelineſſe and honelty is chiefely refagRted., and: nopriſh- 
ment is ſignified by thoſe members, which they.are- appointed to by 
Nature. I judge it rather to ſignihe fertilicy, louriſhing freſh in chem 
whoſe bodies are full of juyce, not dry and without blood, A; hre 
of whear, declarcth the belly like a forrow, wellored ira ghe bel 
ced, which watered and maderfruitefull.by. mixtgre-of: the, Gob/cr, 
would at length breake forth ints an infinite harvelt. Theſe' things 
are more plaine with E/ay, cap. 49. 19, 29. The belly [et about with © 
Lilies, ſheweth that this field (unlike gther, ficlds) ſhall notbe fer- 
ced with buſhes and quickſets, bur ſhall; every, way, dyc epen, and be 
altogether ſo pleaſant, not onely in. the middle :where the More 
| re4c- 
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fruitfull increaſe is-wont to' be, but alſo' in the uttermoſt borders, 
And molt fitly alſo are lillies joyned- ro. the reſt, ſeeing nothing is 
more fruitfull, bearing ofren-50.heads upon one Roote, Plzr. 1.21.5, 

Verf. 3. Thy .two breaſts are like tWos- young Roes that are tWins, - 

Excellent (hall rhis Church be 1n doftrine : whoſe miniſters God 
fall water with farnefſe, 7er. 31. 14+ They {hall be bale and ſimple 
atthe beginning, like young Rocs, wallowing in the duſt, when 
«hey are firſt brought forth; for as yet a ſerled Church {hall not be 
Fully neces together, as by the labour of ſome cerraine Apoſtles, 
who ſtayingin no cercaine places ſhall go hicher and thicher to 
Preach, according as the cauſe requireth, In the ſame manner as ic 
was done in the firſt, Church, as before Chap. 4, 5. See alſo what 
hath beene obſcrved upon E/ay, at the laſt verſe of the former 
Chapter. - | 

Verſe 4. Thy necke u 4s a Tower of Ivory, thine eyes like the fiſh- 
pooles in Heſhbon, by the gate of Bathrabbim: Thy noſe ts as she Tower 
of Lebanon Which looketh toward Damaſcus. 

_ Mercerus doubteth whether there were a Tower of this name. 
Rabbi Selom and the {baldey paraphraſts thinke there was, And 1 
am of their minde, for all theſe ſimilitudes'ſeeme to be taken from 
true things and not feigned. Yea, for moſt weighty cauſcs, as anon 
it will appeare, ſome more eminent. places are- choſen of purpoſe 

for thispart of the deſcription. This Ivory Tower I ſappole to be 
the Ivory throne ſpoken of 1 King. 10. 18. The neck of the firft 
Church was alſoa Tower, in the ſame Mount where this Throne 
was built, namely an Armory for David and the warre : wherein 
all the inſtruments of war were put, as before Chap. 4. 4. But this 
Tower is Solomons, of peace, not of war; of Judgement, not of Ar- 
mour, That though criumphing, yer afflited with many troubles of 
warres, This,her enemies overcome very cafily,ſhal{ raigne in peace 
like So/oron: for ſuch a flouriſhing eſtate doe the Prophets promiſe 
this Church, all her enemies put to flight, Eſay 41. 14, 15. Her. 39. 
31. Ez:ch. 39. 3,4: 25. &c, Thane eyes like the filhpooles im Heſh- 
boy. Tremelius tranſlaterh'it appellatively, to moſt artificiall fiſh- 
pBles.- Bur I ſuppoſe: thoſe places to be noted out by name, 
iefely for this reaſon, that by chooſing ont of ſome notable pla- 
as we GEE Solomon (ſeemeth to appoint out rhe territo- 
ries and borders of that land, which the Zewes at length (con- 
verred to- Chriſt, delivered from the Nations and reſtored to their 
Country*ſeates ) ſhall obtaine proper and their owne, But what 
| Mmmmmmm (wlll 
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_ (will ye ſay) doſt chow corac Foy? God: forbid.; I' dreame not of 
that returne, which as yet they da, That thty may renew the Tem- 
ple, reſtore the Ceremonies, and pollelſe the land. in times paſt, 
promiſed and given as an carneſt of the heavenly... (The(e things 
are eternally buried, not worne out by time, but ucterly abokſhed 
by Chriſt.) But I ſpeak of a reoring to their Country, wherin they 
ſhall worthip Chriſt according to his Ordinances: which is nvt con- 
trary to Religion every one knoweth, and all-the Prophets ſceme to 
forerell it with one conſent. When I think hereofjit ſcemeth no light 
Argument, that untill this day that people remaine although dil 
perſed through the whole world) divided and ſeparated trom the 
Nations with whom they live. A thing troely wonderfull marycl- 
lous, but that ic appeares plainely to be Gods doing. We know the 
Gothes, Vandals, Hunnes,and very many other Nations, forfaking 
their Countries, have alſo changed cheir fpecch, names; and natures, 
So that (were it not for letters} they cannot be diſcerned from the 
people of the Country with whom-they live. Bartthe elves, (like 
the River Roane in the pooke Lew/an:) ſuffer none of our cuttomes 
to be faſtned on them, bur in'the miefſt of us, keepe their old. name 
and Ordinance ; would we know the  eaule ? Firlt Got would 
have them, forthe fale of his deſpiſed Sonne, be a fpeRacle to the 
world : then alſo to adviſe us , le't the people commonly accounted 
ſuperſtitious, ſhould perhaps make ſaving 'dodrine. fuſpeted by 
their conſenting: - Laſtly, that he might make plaine-his infinice and 
-unmeaſurable favour-and eruth ac length,/in, ceſtoring- this people. 
We have far digreffed from our :purpoſe, -but not altogether into 
a ſtratige matter, and whereofa briefe Declaration was neceſſaty. . 
Seetng then'thar He/Hon is'to beproperly taken $5 know that it was 
'once a City beyond Jorden, common tothe Cadrrer and the Rube- 
vites, Nwmb.2 5.26, 27,28. Att Noble, known by the Pro- 
verb,,and once the Palace of Shou ; which City ſtemethtoteach 
the recovery of their old poſſeſſion, of whoſe Eaftern-coaſt this City 
s placed as it were the Meere-ftone. . {5 
. And moſt fithy arethe eyes compared to Fiſhpooles, not-fo much 
for the cleereneſſe, which ſheweth the: brightneffe of the wKr, 
as for the abundance of teares flowing from tric -repentange. 
Fere. 31. 9, 18, 19. [fay. 46. Z.tchar.,32. 10. Neither wichour 
likewiſe are the gates mentioned by whichrheſe Fiſhpootes are ſea- 
ted : which as they are called Bathrabbim , the dewghbrers of many, 
or of a multitude, moſt frequented by reſort of people: ſo they _ 
nat 
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that there (hall be at lengrh an infinite multicude of this people ga- 
thered to the rrach by repentance.” It might feem harſh 19 comparg 
the Noſe ro x Tower, bikcharthe Coiih cll of the fpiric alwaies puts 
os in'minde that oc ar To arechoſen, whereby the borders 

| decribed, Per. 31. 3. E/a. 49.20, The houte of 
Libaww is famous in the Scripture, But that the Tower thereof 


 Jooketh roward Damaſcus ſeemeth to be added for difference ſake, 


There were two hoiifes of the forreft of Z:ha»on,onc built on the hill 
as this place plainely ſhewethSee, 2 Chro. g. 16,17, 18. Another at 
Ternſalem ('in the forreſt) nor far from rhe honfe of Salozroy, which 
for likenefſe was called thehoyfſe of the fargeſt of Lebanon whereof 
mentionis made, x Xe. 7.2, For the whole proviſion whereywith 
Salomon built this houfe, proveth that ro be another from char in 
Lebanon.1 King. 10, 17,21, What need fuch ſumptuous houſhold- 
Ruffe in houſes ſo farre 2 funder : when there was ſcarce any hope 
thar the King ould ſee them twice? Burt moſt cleerely Shiſhackcar- 
ried aWay i Fla of gold which were found in the houſe of the for- 
reſt of Lebanon, 1 King. 14426. It feemeth that houſe was then in 
the power of Rehoboams and ar Jeruſalem ; for the King of Egypt 
wentno farther. And doubtleſſe the houſe of ſour: Lebanon,inthe 
falling away of the ten Tribes, ceaſed to be of the Dominion of Re- 
hoboam. But in this place it is uſed ro fer forth the North border of 


"the holy land tothe Eaft,as the Hebrewer in my judgement do right- 


of dy ae A IR 
Verſ. 15. Thine head upon thee 1s like Carmell, and the haire of 
thy head like purple. The King # held in the Gutters, or in the 
Galleries, | | 
- Carmel isa Mountain of Phexicia, not far from Lebanon, known 
to Srrabo and Prolemy, Here then take the welt ſide, in which' no- 
thing fallerh our more fitly then this Mountain, which may be com- 
pared with the head, Twice before, by the haire we underſtood the 
multitude of the faichfull ro be ſignified, There they were like Coates 
appearing from Mount G/cad; here likefine flax of purple die, as 
if every one then ſhould be a Prince, and endued with Princely dig- 
nity, whereof purple is the ſigne, This Charch before was called a 
Princes daughter, and Saint Joh calleth the faichfill- Kings. But 
Z acharie more plainly ſaying,The balcft among them ſhal be asDawvid, 
&<c: Zach.12.8,God forbid that 1 ſhould rhrough envie conceal any 
thirrg that the Spirit ſeemerh to will, and ſhould nor rath. r with my 
whole heart rejoyce at this excellent glory of my brethren, though 
Mmmmmmm 2 behold 


O02 ThE Hed 10 Coe EAP37, 
beholdingit a farre off, This place by force of oppeſnion giverfy 
hghr to that of the Goates, a bafe Rinking GR toy) of filth, 
Not that Chriſtians are ſuch-in themſelves ur are accounted fuch,in 
the world. Baſe and ſimple hath their condition;been-through:the 
whole race of the. calling ef the Gentiles, to this of the lewes, 
as WE have obſerved, Chap. 4 The King i held nethe gutters. T'af- 
ſent to thoſe learned men which think it alluderh to that, Gen.30.38. 
But their en ſeemeth to me far otherwiſe, although thar 
place yet yeeldeth the ſame; For as thoſe pilled Rods pucin the 
Gurters, and beheld by the ſheep { when being yery. hot the y.came 
ro drinke ) cauſcd to bring forth Lambes fo ſpeckled and ſported : 
evenſo the King is here ſatd to-be-held-in the Gutcers,that the faich- 
full having him alwatcs before their eyes, inthe place; where.they 
uench their thirſt, ſhall beger Kings-by his example,a new Chriſti. 
Con off-ſpring.So that theſe words yeeld a very good reaſon of thag 
which was next before ſaid. For when: hee had even now 
commended the Purple baire, whereunts i applied aRoyall dignity 
of all the faithfull: left any ſhould marve[l he yeelderha reaſon why, 
it ſhould be. ſo done, becauſe all-che faithfull ſhall be borne Kings; 
for the king himſelfe is held in the Gutterers whither they ſhould 
cometo drinke, and to. quench their thirſt : ir cannot be but the 
waxing hot at the ſight of him, ſhall bring forth ſuch Children, as 
they ſee him ſet forth before their eyes. But how canthe King be 
bound in the Gutters ? Aﬀeer the ſame manner as Chriſt {ef forth ra 
the view was- Crucified. among the Gelatians,. by the. powerfull 
preaching of the Word, Gatar. 3. x. This is that ſtream wherein 
he is held and from whence they draw to quench rheir thirſt; Now 
he is ſaid to be bound in the Gutter,«becaule they ſhall never. after- 
ward be deſtitute of him. a booted or 
Verſ. 6. HoW fair and how pleaſant art thou O Love, for delights). 
A fententious conclufion, or rather an uniwerfall commendation, 
wherein he declareth the excellent beauty. of the other members, 
which he mentioned not ſeverally. Every wort hath its Emphats or. 
expreſſe ſignification, The manner ofa king hath admiration, the - 
ſame repeated, ſheweth no Common but a moſt yehement and {ingu- 
Kr admiration. The abſtrat ſheweth pureand perfect love, not: 
infeted with the pollution of any contempt: delights are laſtly caſt 
mtothe heap, if any thing more cquld be added. Neither are theſe 
things added to ſer forth her beauty alonc, or onely to expreſſe with. 
whart delire the Bridegrogme purſuech the Church, but : bw 
ong= 
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y, and fheweth this Churchto be moſt ex- 
ccllent,, not only in thepraiſe.of certain members, but to be admired 
in che bequty,and properneſſe,of the whole body, . / 


—_ 


Verks 7: Th ghy ſtature in like rog Palm-iree:. and thy breaſts 6 
cluſters of- Grapes. oye [rg bet OLI IT ON F 
Theſe words allo belong to the generall commendation : for Sra- 
ewre is the heighth and. talnefſe ofthe whole body, whereby it reach- 
eth ap on high, which is nog wont to be confidered iptheficſt yeers, 
but whenthe body is come to its full-;growthgſhe: therefore is ſaid 
te-be like a Palm-rree, which groweth; upward,; with what weight 
ſoever itbe prefled. down : So this: Church4hgll be advanced cheer- 
full and famous, yet after much-:toyle and labour : for it cannot be, 
but inthe beginning.the ſhall.meer with.many moſt mortall enemies, 
Gog and. Magog,, the: Mabumetan peqgie, which ſball give an occa- 
fion of the utter cuine and riddance of thatwoſt maſchieyqus Tyrant; 
yet ſhall the:Chureh. receive no loſſe thereby, but in deſpite of all, 
thatkriſe up,and attain to a juſt degree of dignity.. Thy breaſts (ſaith 
he) are likgetſeers of Grapes. . Betare the; breaſts were like yowag 
Roes ; butHiow, when+the Church ſhall. begin. to. be ſectled, the 
breaſts ſhall be land nalot rt Fete nak lentifull and 
pleaſant fountains: for Grapes Hull of Juice,being preſſed,run all into 
liquor, yeelding abundance. of plenty and pleaſure;,as-well for ne- 
d cellity as delighr, Tor 275 it Thin! 7 
+ Verl.-$.-1 /aid, 1 Wil} go up.to. the Palnree, 1.1] rake hold of the 
beughs-rhexepf. :' alſo thy breaſts ſhall be as.the.cluſters af che vinc,and 
the (mell of thy noſe like Apples. .. , "= | 
New are other ornaments remembred, as of the Bridegroome 
dwelling in the branches of this Pa/m-tree, .The declaration of the 
Breaſts, Noſe, Palate of the Spouſe,. and the mutuall defire where- 
- by chey,wholly- reſt in one ano:herg love : we have often ſaid, how 
they both deſire to expreſic themſelves one toward another, no on- 
ly toſhew their.mutuall love, but alſo, how the fairhtull are affeted 
rowards the Church :. As in this place, where the Bridegrvome 
having a pucpale and determination toclimb this Palm-tree, he 
fheweth thereby, what the Faichfull (hall wifh for, after they (hall 
ſee the Church'ſettled and confirmed, how defirous they ſhall be to 
dwell in her branches,. and to gather her ſweeteſt fruits : As J/ay 
ſaith, Chap. 49. 18. and Zachary, (hap. $. 23. The nations ſhall de- 
fire tobe exalted in the heighth of her. profperity ; whence it is 
faid in the Reve/ations, Chap. 21, 24, ' They faall bring their glovy to 
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this new Ternſalem, I wiſh thy breaſt were, 7. The words are ſpo= 
ken in the manner of wifling, that the faithfall thall with all their 
indeavour ſtrive, as wal to have thefe good things communicated” 
unto them, as to bde' kept,” increxſed and*inlarged< They ſhalt defire 
to be fed with theſe breaſts, and (hull earneſtly beſeech the Lord, 
that they may never drie np : They alfo ſhew how thjs Spouſe ought 
to behave her ſelf cowards theſe new gueſts, ro whom ſhe isbound 
to beſtow her breaſts, 'as well as to her: own. Ad the ſmell off thy 
noſe at Apples. Th&words' ſeen to concern holinde of tommon 
life, We'alwiyes' breath wirh' the noſtrils; as long as there is any 
power of life ; whene&@7eremy ſaith, The breath of our noſtrils,/the 
anoynred of the Lord 4s then 'm their pits, Lam. 4.20. She prayerh 
therefore that. to the abundant dodrine,'which is laid up in the 
breaſts (as'in Wells never to. be drivvn'dry) may be joyned the 
ſweerheſſe of mahiners and integrity of afl holinefſe. '* -"? 

Verſ. 9. ' And the _ of thy mourh like the beſt Wine that goeth 
down ſweetly, cauſing the lips of thoſe that are aſleep to ſpeake. 

The force ofthis manner of withing as yet remainerth,” The palate 
or roof of the mouth, fignifieth words, which are forme@by' the help 
thereof; it differeth from the breaſts, becauſe they are the cloſer and 
ſtore-houſe wherein (as in a treaſary) great ſtore of learning is laid 
up ; bur the palate and lips are as keyes, wherewith the Treaſury 
is unlocked, and the riches laid up is brought forth for uſe: forit . 
lictle profiterh,to have riches heaped up, anjefſe rhey may be applied 
to uſe and profir when need requireth. That we may then wmdertand 
this Church to be, not only rich and plentifufl in al abundance, bur 
alſo happy in the uſe andfruit thereof: - the no leſle foreſheweth the 
ſweetneſle of the palate, then the fertility of the breaſts. '74 cauſerb 
the lips of thoſe that are aſſeep to ſpeak, This is an' excellent com- 
mengdation of this Wine ſo ſtrong and powerfull, thatiit can take 
off drowſineſſe in men half dead, make the minde and fences more 
nimble ; looſe the rongnebefore ſticking to the jawes, and'make” it - 
wonderfull eloquent. f/ay expoundeth this riddle, faymg, Chap.35.5. 
Then ſhall the the Cripple rkip as the Hart, andthe rony ue of the dumb 
ſhall ſing. A” FM 02 T9 at 

ver 0. I am my beleveds,and his defire ts towarils me, 

The Spouſe at lengrh concluderh this place, as if The'ſhould ſay, 
It neederh not-that we ſhould ſtand reckoning vp every thing ; that 
condition briefly ſhall be ſach, rhar the Church with all mol and 
deſire, ſhall be altogether affe@cd and conſecrared to Chriſt, = 
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Gill find kim again fo kinde, and Joving, as if. he wholly applied 
eel rothis ay Care. 4 _ P Kos | W ok 
| Verſe 33. Come.my beloved, fer us go forth inyp the fretdes 19 lady 
iz the villages : or, Amoug the AT GC RIVERS: coir ant | 
Se much of the firft calling, now followerh the ſecond: that 
whick remaineth of the Chapter, is a pteparation of this ſecond 
callivg, which dath wholly ſer forth the Spouſe ber inviting the 
Bridegroome into the countrey, ſbewing, rhar. theſe firlk fraics of che 
7ewes hull burne with great deſire to win the reſt of their nation, 
and ſhall notxeaſc till they bring ut to, paſſe. But why doth the 
Spoufe defice the countrey Þ 1s lhe weary of thecity ; or doth de- 
fire a more.fceſh ayre? Indeed they. that are Jong pend up inthe 
City, are:wont often times, for.their mindes ſake, toavoid company, 
and deſire ſolicary reſt ;, but this going into the fields or villages, 
ſeckerh not pleaſare ſo much, as ur ſtirrethup to.new work and la- 
bour.1f ſhethad defied ic,to avoid the heat of the Ennneor for plea- 
nc banquetting, whereco ſerverhitus lodging -abnoad ? She there- 
arc goeth a, hunring, nor to catch wilde beaſts, but men ; very ma- 
ny Jeves were yet-bubied jg the eumerey without the, holy City, for 
who all this, watching and:troyble th; 7a andertaken;; that they 
may, be gathered into one {hee fold,and fatred into one. body of Chriſt 
with their brethreo,. , This yocation ſhull ſo much exceed the for- 
mer, asthe open fields exceed the city, or the whole multitude a 
{mall. company ; Dazicl,,Chap. 12. 22..apputrteth, the time thereof 
45. Jeers after thefigft, whigh:will happen about the;year 1702. The 
exact time cannot be ſer:downe, itis.cnough for us, it we. cume neer 
the.rruth, RS | 
Verſ. 22.. Let, us get wp early 110 the ineyards: let ms ſee if the 
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Whether the gender grapes.appear, aud ihe Pomegranats 
bud forth,thers Wl | _— wr, pes. 

' That whichithe. Bride lately entxeated,now ſhe urgeth with cer- 
tain reaſons.; The cnd of the journey -and the full acquaintance in 
this verſe.. The. pexfeRion of all delights in the verſe following, 


Theiend of being m the county. is:that (he might ariſe early ro the 
vineyard. Tt was ſome trouble;ro watch. among the Cypreſle trees, 
but this'addeth more,to,go forth ſocarly ro the vines : wherein we 


learn,fier chiefeſt care was/in gathering thefe citizens of the ſecond 


order, wherein ſhe ſpared no labour or diligence : ſhe will goe into 
'the country, not refuling the tedipuſneſſe of the long journey : ſhe 


will cadure the diſcommodity of watching in the villages , and that 
| ” | nothing 
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nothing be wanting by her will, ſhe will ariſe carly in the morning 
ro diſpatch the buſinefle, and which is more tobe admired , whiles 
yer no harveſt appeareth which might worthily require the painfull 
labonr ; Efay mentioneth this deſire, when after the fore-ſhewed 
great-glory of the reformed and much adorned ſpouſe beholding in 
the Spirir the full converſionof the whole nation,: he crycth ont, 
Go — thorow the gates, prepare you the vuay of the people : ys 
np,caſt up the bighvvay,gather out the ſtones, of up a ftandard for the 
people, (hap. 62.10. By which doubled words he theweth their in- 
credible deſire otgathering the reliques and bringing them. jnto one 
Church.7he vines,grapes and Pomyranates are the cle of the Tews; 
whoſe prone readines ts imbrace-the truth is like a moſt pleaſant 
ſpring, the ele& had tried their winter, which-deprived them of 
fruit and leaves,that they could ſcarce be known from dead trees, 
The ſecond member of the verſe (heweth anorher reaſon of 20+ 
ing into the country, There ( ſaith ſhe) I will give my. loves to thee, 
that it is to ſay, I will ſhew my ſelf freely to thee that thou mayeſt 
delight rhy ſelf in my — : for to give one my love honcttly 
and ſhamefaltly,is to give him ful power over me,Therforc the glory 
of Chriſts Kingdom ſhalt nor be full rill this ruſtication © © 
- Verlſ. 13. The AMandrakes give a ſmell , and at our pates ave all 
-manner of pleaſant fruits, new and old, Which [ bave laid np for thee, 
O my beloved, ny 
HMavdrakes faith Plinic have a ſtrong ſmell,but here is no commen- 
dation »f the fent , but mention is made of ir only'toſhew the bud- 
ding and growth thereof. It is a cold herb drowſie and fateward ; it 
ſeems it grew in the fields in the land of Canaan, Ruben found Man- 
rakes in the field; Gen. 30.14. They are alſo oppoſediin this place.to 
thoſe more delicate fruirs whichare planted neer rhe houſe,as wel for 
delight as for more eaſie keeping. The new & old fruits have a plain 
meaning.An excellent diviſton of the citizens ſeemerti here ro be ſer 
forth, whereof ſome are far ſcattered in remote colonies, like Man- 
drakes growing in the open fields;others like domſtique milder fruit, 
which by vicinity or ncer neighbour-hood yeeld more plentiful de- 
lights. Some again are.newly freth planted into the Chureh , like 
 Aandrakes, cold and lateward herbs ſpringing more lowly , ſuch 
ſh4ll the Jews be laltly called,which ſhall more lately (hake off their 
drowſineiſe, Some are elder,who ſhall yeeld their names to the firſt 
calling, and ſrend their time in the recerved truth ſomewhar before 
the relt thall come in. This ſhall be x moſt pleaſant beho{ding —_ 
elders 
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elders, when they {hall ſee Religion not to corey with the age* 
which alas, we behold to our grief, as if the fulneſle of the gentils * 
did now. approach, every later generation in their degrees 
fall away from the ſanAiry of their parents. The latter part of the 
verſe teacheth that the ſpoule ſhall have a time at length to unlocke 
her ſtore-houſes , and as it were in pompe, openly. ſet forth her un- 
meaſurable riches in the exceeding great abundance of- her. «ci- 
tizens, Thrifty houſholders do not ſuffer all things to be uſed 
contiqually and contuſedly ,. but reſerve ſome things, for ſolemn 
feaſts, ſer apart from dayly uſes, which they may bring forth as oc- 
caſion ſerveth for credit and honeſty : So.the-Church, howlſocver 
ſhe hath ofcentimes before declared her ſelf-nor poor and needy, but 
ſufficient rich and abundantly adorned with all dignity, yer ſhe hach 
not appked rheſedainry: banquets, dehicate difhes and fweet-meates 
to common and dayly diet, but hath reſerved them lockt up in ſtore 
for this one ſolemnity : whereby we may underſtand. the glory of 
choſe times to be ſuch as the former ages have never ſeen, - | 
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Cc. Cnae. VII 
£ S$*! thar thou wereſt as my brother thar ſucked 
rhe breaſts of my mother : T would finde rhee 

' without, I would kiſfe thee, then they ſhould 
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"2 1 wilt lead thee, 14 bring thee into my 
.® morhers houſe :the# thou ſhalt reach me: 
and 1-will cauſe thee to drink ſpiced wing, nd new wine of 
the pomegranate, - "© 4 LD. 
3 ' His left hand ſhall be under mine head,andhis righr 
hand ſhall embrace mie. FOR OY 
4 Icharge you, O daughters of Teruſalem , thar you 
ftirre not up,nor waken my love,untill ſhe pleaſe, 
5 (Whois this that cometh up our of the wildernefle, 
leaning upon her welbcloved 2 ) I raiſed thee up under an 
apple tree : there rhy mother conceived thee: there ſhe 
conceived that bare thee; - Bs | 
6 Set me as a ſeal on thy heart, and as a fignet upon thine 
| | Nannnnnn arme : 
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The Mate bf the Chiinch Cap,s. 
.arme: for loves ſtrong as death : jealoufic is cruell as the 
the grave: the coales thereof are ficric coales, anda vehe- 
ment flame... DN, FT 

.7,Much water cannot quench love,neither can the floods. 
drown it: if a man ſhouldgive all the ſubſtance of his 
houſe for love,they would greatly contemne it. 

$ We havea little ſiſter, and ſhe hath no breaſts : what 
fhall we do for our fiſter when the ſhall be ſpoken for 2 

9 If the be a wall, we will build upon her a ſilver palace : 
and if ſhe be a door, we will kecp herin with boards of 
CEAIMr. | | 1138 
10 Iam a wall, and:my breafts ere as towers : then was: 
I in his eyes as'one that findeth peace, 1 nn, 
'11 Salomon'had a' vine in Baal-hamon : he gave the 
vineyard unto —— ; every one bringeth for the fruir 

thereof a thonſand pigegs of filver. rs 
12 But my vinekes which is mine, & before me: ro 
thee , O- Salomon, appertainerh a rhouland pieces of faves, 

and two hundred to = thar keep the fruit thereof. 
13 Orhouthardweileſt inthe gardeas;the companions 


hearken unto thy voice : cauſg,pat to heax it. OE. "Shs 
\ 44 Qb My welbelaved,fize awyily, and.be like unto rhe. 
roe, ortothe yung hawupon the mountains of ſpices. -* 
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The REGIME ami rmos 
bi yi onatly (As preparationief the (erond calling; the calling itſelf 
followeth , declared by the Wonder full deſire of the called, nerl. 1: 
2. By the mutyall yove of the Arigeqrouss verl. 3. and his everlaſt- 
mg continuance, verl, 4. And ſuch is the priuceſſe the younger ſiſter, 
T be other inferiours Which accompany this proveſſe are to, : one us de- 
feribed commg out of the deſert,leaning upon her beloved,and with Wwon- 
derfull zeal, verl. 5,6. 7; the ether s renowned by the great aff: ion - 
of the Sifters,verl. $,9.and by ber aWyn readineſſe,verl. 10. And hitherto 
of the Churches ſeverally. Iointly, it ſhewerh as well , how carefally the 
Kridegraom Will defend the Whole, verl. 11.12. aud What he requireth 
#f the Whole, verl. t 3. as What the common defire of the ſpouſe ſhall be, 


namely, 
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Car. $. p aſter-the'5 kY Top Ts ; 1969 
namely, that her beloved Would fly hence,and that fe at length mishd be 
carried uvith hin into everlaſting habinfcles, verl. | SRI Ks 

Verſ. 1. & that thois wert as my brothe? that (wehed the Breaſts of 
my mother, When' I ſhould fonde thee Within, I'would kiff e thee, yer 1 


fhould nor be deſpiſed. | wp ix a 
| 2h thing now at ſength fully erfe&ed, and af! the faithful 

— Tewes firtedirits one body of Thrift; their affeFion:is wor 
derfull,made clear by che Atrtbeſts of the ormer Iewes with whom 
Chriſt itt times paſt had to do in the earth, that with wondrous 
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skill, with one and the fame fabour, . he ſetteth forth aſwell the ac 


citizens.- The old'Tewes' ny, 1dr 
flefh and ſhewing himifelf a brother: but there ſhall be nothing better 
wo thoſe, nothing that they ſhall more defire,then that they may enjoy 
the favour ef his prefence whereby that horrible'wickedneſle of de- 
ſpiſing rhe Son of God by their elders, may be recompenced by their 

aith' and diligence inholy duties ; the ofd:Tewes ougge. only his 
death,, but fled and followed him not ( teaching in phe ſtreets ); 
with kifles, but repreaches. All familiarity with him was accounted. 
for a reproich and blame ; Nicodemw conſtrained for fear to ſecke. 
private conference with'him by night. Theſe {hall diligently ſeeke 
him whereſeever he ſhould be, and finding him ſhall worſhip him 
with great reverence. Neither ſhall chey any whit regard the mocks 
and skoffes of the wicked:the world (hall then be of another falbion. 


curſed hatred of theſe , as" the willing and ready love of thaſe.new, 


Theſe later people altogether unlike to thoſe their wicked elders ; 


Salomon hath moſt divinely compriſcd in theſe words, aſwell the 
wickedneſſe of thoſe former in refuſing Chriltas, the pietic of thoſe 
later in imbracing him. 

Verſ. 2, I World lead thee, I Would bring thee into my mothers houſe, 
thou ſhouldeFt inſtrutt me : I Would cauſe thee ro drinke of ſpiced Wine, 
of the fruit of my Pomegranates, 2 

He followeth the former Artichefis or oppoſktion,for he could not, 
better exoreſſe the integrity of thoſe which are to be called, then by 
oppoſing them to ſuch as were formerly called,in vain, The old 7eWs 
then ſharc Chriſt out adores,and deſired te drive him out of the Tem- 

le and Synagogues : For they which raged ſo much againſt others 
which confeſſed him ſomewhat more freely;what would rhey.not Co 
to him himſelf;for whoſe: cauſe they were fo.violent againſt others ? 
Nnnnnan 2 ( Joh, 


id refufed Chrift coming,in the. 
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( 1ob.g.22.) But theſe people will not only open thie gates that the 

King of glory may come in,. but will lead-him through the ſtreets, 
23nd ſet him higheſt in the midſt of their aſſemblies; The ſame man- 
ner of ſpeech we met with before;Cp.3.4., which we interpreted of 
his coming inthe fleſh ; otherwiſe his mothers houſe is tho Church, 
as we (aw in the firtt Chap.ver/17. Thou fhonldeſt tenth me. Tremes- 
tics referrethiit, to my morher Which teatheth me. The words beare 
it: but.the eLutirheſis requireth ſuch, expoſition.as I have made. 
The [ewes very much 'frequemed the Temple ; they boaſted chem- 

ſelves ro be the white ſonnes of their:mother the Church, 'bur of the 
doftrine of their brother (the man' Chriſt) there will be great diffc- 

rence berween the old and* rhefe: They 'could' not abide to heare 
Chriſt preacting ; theſe will hearken+o his voyce only, they-will, 


draw thei 


ir d6Acinefrom this only Well, they will: preferre -them- 
ſelves no other manner of life and ſalyation bur him alone. Laſkly, 
whereas ſhe will-pive him ſpiced wine 29 drinke, thereby he teacherh: 
how far the new people ſhall differ frem the old in cruclty-.; They 
mingled bim vinegar and gall to drinke, Mar, 27, 34- Theſe-thall 
tremble ar fuch barbarous wickedneſſe, and in, ſtead: of that moſt 
birter cup fball invite him to moſt generous wine of 'Chalt and fer- 
vent picty. Their cxcetſent forme and beauty could. not be better 
painted our, then. by the oppoſite deformity of that old and degene- 
rate Synagogue : the: fruit of the Pomegranate may he referred to 
ſome principall men among the ZeWes, who (hall apply all their au- 
thority to advance religion, &c, ; 

Verſ. 3. His left hand* ſhould be under my head, and hu right hand 
Should imbrace me. | | 

The love of the Bridegroome, which refteth moſt pleaſantly in 
the boſome and imbracing of rhe Church thus ſettled : he ſhall car- 
ry the Bride in his armes, and ſhill keep her ſafe and ſound-from all 
troubles, as before, hap. 2. 6. but that the Church was never be- 
{ore ſo well adorned and protected by the divine power, as in this 
latt renovation according to that of /eremy, Chap. 16. verſe 14.15. 
and of E/ay, Chap. 43. ver". 5,6. The exceeding glory of Gods 
preſence, ſhall rhen obſcure all former memory, how famous or 
renounced focver. | 

Verf. 4. 7 charge yer, O daughters of Ternſal:m, that yre flir not 
wp, nor aVW.the my love mutill he pleaſe. 

This berokeneth the perpetuity of this Iove and condxion, as be- 
fore by the fame kinde of oath, he alwayes declareth a ſercled eſtare 
of 
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of the Charch for ſome long continuance ; here. are. no Hares and 
Roeg of the- ficld to diſturb the peace of the-Church, as when ſhee 
living among encmics, had neerher (by Gods; juſt judgement) .re- 
vengecs of their revolting ; but now-the Kingdome (hall, be yeelded 
to Chcift;for this is the time wherein che /toxe. cut our Without hands, 
&c. Dan. 2:34, 44 45-and.7.:27, For in. this. Kingdome-all; enc- 
mies ſhall be far removed, ox rather taken away altogether; ſo rhat 
the Church. thallfor ever. hercafter live: free: from-teare of them. 
Then all things ſhall atraine theix own ends,1nd thatwhole Myſtery 
(Reye/. 19, 7.and 16. 17,Is is finiſhed) which: was: forerald-by the 
Prophets: for hitherto þelopgeth their facred: Oracles,' Neither doe 
they further mention any.notable change, till .our- Lord ſhall come 
from heaven. For-this is that falnceſle, then which nothing ;can-be 
farther expeed on earth, which ſecmeth to be manifeſted by this 
removing of all cauſes of diſturbing the Bridegroome hereaficr. 
Let us then leave.the Chriſtian Church of the Zewves moſt flouriſhing 
till Chriſt Tranſlate his hence tate heaven. . | Wn 
' ; Verſe'5. hou this that commeth np from the Wilderneſſe, leaning 
wpon her beloved? Iraiſed thee np under the Appletrce, there thy mo- 
ther brought thee fortb, there ſhe brought thee forth that bare thee, 
- Hitherto hath beene ſpoken of the firſt younger davgater. Ano- 
ther fiſter followeth : for by this kinde of inquirie. we have twice 
ſeenc a new ariſing of ſome Church to be ſhewed. And of this is a 
doable ſtate declared, the beginning; in. this verſe, the progrefie in 
the 6. and 2. The name of this Nation which commeth up' trom 
the wildernefle (me ſcemeth)-may cafily be ſuppoſed out of other 
places of the Prophets. As E/ay chap. 19-23, &c. wherein he treat- 
eth of the calling of the Aſſyr4.:zs and the Egyprians: for though 
many of either Nation were in former times indued with the fa- 
ving knowledge of Chriſt, yet that ſmall number was nothing to this 
great aſſembly now ſpoken of. Hither belongeth that of £zc, 47, 


1,2. and Joel cap. 3, 18. See Nwmb. 25. 1. Zachary extendeth the 
limits. of this kingdome from ſea to ſea, cap. 9. 10. and from the 
f1184 to torhe end of the egrth, for the pride of Aſſyria,@5. Zach.10.11, 


Wherefore this Church ſhall be that whole bordering Ealtera Regis 
on, eArabia, Chaldea, Babylonia, Aſſyria, and Perſia, and thoſe in- 
moft corriers of the Ealt. The waters flowing intotheſe Regions,is the 
courſe of the Goſpell wherewith they ſhall be warered; /eaning wp- 
en her beloved, ſheweth her great familiarity with him, as lovers are 
wore to caſt themſelves into the boſomes of theis beloved, and 

where- 
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whereas ſhewas raiſed up. under an apple tree, we lezrned beforethac 
the Apple tree betokeneth inferiour Magiſtrates, under whoſe- ſha. 
dow the Bridegroome covereth his Church, as under Tamatisk and 
lower trees; the high and loftic Cedars being cut downe, "Chap. 2. 
3. 4. Wherefore the firſt infancic 'of this Chuteh; ſeemeth to be-go- 
verned by ſome inferiour Officer, who thoughin the beginning there 
wanted the chiefe Princes authority, yet by his ſabour and diligence, 
he hall bring it to paſſe, thatthe feede of the truth ſowen' half 
ſpring up into the liehr, tharmen may behold it: yet it ſeemerh more 
likely that this Magiſtrate ſhould be giver. them-of- the Jewes," to 
whoſe rule the bordering Regions ſhall obey. And' therefore this 
Church is-raiſed up under an Apple tree, becauſe it ſhall be ruled by 
ſuch Government. x | 

Verſ. 6. Set me as a ſeale upon thine heart\, 4s 4 Seale upon thine 
arme,for love ftrong as death,jealouſce as cruel as rhe grave,the coales 
thereof are coales of fire, Which hath a moſt vehement — 

Such was the beginning. The progreſſe ſhall be famous for her 
marvellous and earneſt defire of piety, which is moſt elegantly pain- 
red out in her defire and the reaſon thereof. Her deſire ts, thar the 
may be as a ſeale on his heart and arme, as a note Printed'with a 
ſeale, whereby the impreſſion of it might be aſwell deepely fixed in- 
wardly in the minde, as appeare alwaies outwardly to the fight, 
wherein ſhe deſireth that ſhe may cleave to him, as the figure is 
wont which the Print of the Seale hath made. Moſt vehement leve 
requires the like againe. The ardent deſire of love is. expreſt b 
moſt fit ſimilitudes, for ſaying it is as ſtrong as death, ſhe ſhewet 
thereby that none can reſiſt the power thereof, death oyercommeth 
the prondeſt ones by force, ſothat it ſhould be folly to contend with 
her. The grave is alſo cruell withour pitie, diſcourteous and inexo- 
rable, who deſpiſeth all ſnpplications, nor is ever filled with prey: 
it daily devoureth an infinice multitude, and yet alwayes gapeth fer 
new ſpoiles. Neither is jealouſie lee inſatiable, 

Verſe 7. Many Waters cannot quench love, neither can the flouds 
drovyne it: if a man Would give all the ſubſtance of bis houſe for love, it 
World utterly be er | | 

Therefore this love ſhall be eternall, which neither adverfity nor 
proſperity (hall be able te weaken or any whit impaire : for the 
chiefe ſcope hereof is to teach ns that the light of the- truth once 
kindled, ſhall never bequenched againe in theſe countries, whereby 
it manifeſtly appeareth that here is ſomething expected:to be = 
and 
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and not to ſhew any thing paſt. Some knowledge of Chriſt hath 
over-ſpread the Eaſterne Countries mary ages fince, but the floods 
have overwhelmed it, and the weajrh & riches of the world have al- 
together choaked it;tor not the eaſt part'oftrue religion hath there 
beene ſeene by many ages. But at the length by Gods mercy the 
truth (hall plane her rootes in theſe lands, which no ſtorme or tem- 
peſt (hall puff up, nor faire atlurements ſhall eauſe it to wither. 
 Verfe 8. We have a little fiſter, and for bath no breaffs : What ſhall 
we ao for onr ſiſter in the day when ſhe ſhall be ſpokenfor? 
' Hecammeth now to the calling of a new Nation, we faid 'was a- 
nother of the younger ſiſters. Our Divines ſuppoſe theſe to be the 
words of the old Church,and her wiſhes to ns Gentiles. But we have 
ſeen this Prophefie many yerres apoe;carried beyond the age of thar 
old Church, and now exercifed inche fartheſt borders of our earth- 
y babicarion., E/ay ſeemeth to teach (chap. 19, 18. 23, &c.) who 
this people may be in the latter times approaching;he joynerh three 
—_ ina ang -piprrcm of the truth. = Hſien, _ 
nd e/£gyprians. Oi the ewes and Afyyrang, hath the Paranymph 
oken Pore all ſtemes rt | reed the 'Eeypriant rr the 
; which tration verily imbraced Chriſt! many ages lince, an1 was 
jn times paſt very famous in Churches much frequented; 'yet with- 
ont'doube, the former times are nor here reſpetted, but times yer to 
come, as the coutſe of things fufficienrty heweth. Tris very likely 
that their owne ptoper ptaces were cetrainly' given-to -each/ one in 
this ſong, Neither can.it be that ſuch careful efder thould faile 
now art the laſt. E/ay exprefly couplerth '4ſſhria and Exypr in the [ce 
ciety of one Religion : which never hapned in times paſt, when 
Egypt flouriſhed with triie piety: whereunto Afſyria was then alto- 
eher a Franeer. This js 3 rags Be be noted, that ſhe-callerh 
Þ pr a fittle ſiſter, execeded by fri onely in-the latter times, - 
ks 48 was but a barren.gnd thirfty land whilſt Zeypr abonnded with 
full! channels, But at fength Aſfyr;a ſhall be overflowne by a ſwift 
Kreame iſſuing from the Temple, ro whoſe Rivers the Egyprian Ni- 
liz will be a very ſmall foancaine. Bur Toe! famh, chap. 3. 19, Eeoypt 
ſhall be deſolate : and Zacharie;chap.10.'11. ſaith, her Scepter ſhall-- 
be removed. It is very likeſy that all Ifahwmerans (hall be deſtroy- 
ed there, before thoſe places fhall obtaine the Kingdome of Chril - 
but this blotting out of the wicked dothnot == an utter deſtru- 
Rion, bur a\laying the way open to better inhabitants,yeelding their 


power andanthority to Chriſt his government, - Eſa mentioneth | 
the - 
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the foregoing calamiry and forthwith their following happineſle, 
whilſt he giveth the knowledge of the language of Canaan to five 
Cities, chap. 19.17. He ſhewcth why it is called a little one, by 
bounding that Churchin ſo few cities. | 

Veiſ. 9. If fzee be a Wall, We will build upon her a palace of ſilver, 
and if ſhe be a dore, We Will encloſe her With boards of Cedar, 

A wall before, Chap. 5. ver. 7. was the (afegard of the Civill 
Magiſtrate : and they which exccuted that office were called keey- 
ers of the wall : company it with Jing 6.9. it ſcemes here to ſigni- 
fie the ſame. As if ſhe ſhould ſay, If the Civill governours will 
yeeld their helping hand to build up- and defend the Egyptian 
Church, they tall not.want our ready ayde, that they may do 
that -with the more dignitic. The Gates in the Wall are the 
Miniſters themſelves, which make, an entrance for: others into. the 
Church. As the new [er»/alem, all cloſed with walls, hath ewetve 
Gates, j: ie With the names of the twelve Apoſtles, Reve. 21, 12, 
This is then the meaning thereof. If ſhe ſhall he naked,and without 
authority of the Magiſtrate, ſo thar ſhee muſt be gathered and pre- - 
ſerved by the onely truſt and induſtry of che Miniſters ; Then will 
we every where fence theſe gates with Ceday boards, (o that they 
may be fitted againſt force, not feeling any worme-caten'old age 
For then ihall the Church flouriſh with ſuch Authority,that ſhe ſhall 
not onely helpe her ſelf, but alſo her far remote Citizens, ? 

Verſ. 10. 1 am a Wall and my breaſts like toWwers, then Was ] in 
bis eyes as one that found peace, 

The conſultation and decree of the ſiſters hath diſcovered the be. 
ginning of this Church. Shee ſheweth the proceeding in her own 
words, For anſwering their carefulneſſe, ſhe ſheweth her ſelf 
furniſhed with thoſe ornaments which they were afraid ſhe wanted. 
Verely, not altogether deſtitute of the civill power, bur ſome-whar 
fenced with the aid thereof as with a wall and Bulwark. Atfo her 
Breafts from whom milke is drawne for the Children, though in the 
beginning they were ſo ſmall, that they ſeemed altogether none, 
yet now they were grown to that largenes that they might be wor. 
thily compared with Towers, . This peace which ſhe ſpeaketh of is 
that Marriage ( as it ſcemerh ) which her ſiſters before pointed art, 
and is elſewhere call:d Reſt, Rath 3. 1. As if ſhee ſhould ſay : after 
that my breaſts waxed ripe or imboſſcd, I fonnd that pleaſure in 
Chriſt, which Maides are wont to enjoy in Marriage. 

Verſ. 11. Salomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon, he let owt the 
| Vines 
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ſhall receive, willbe far nl then 7 po eg Mock ps doit; him 
with kus profits, I do.not envichim. A are they: not; to. bee com- 
pared with mine. .. Neithee, i in in DO ngs, to! hire, que | 
to others that which;,cxceederh | 

7 © Bride herſelf, like as 
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_ Verſ.13.0 I” my dwelleff- in * Garaens, the | AN SR 
hearken te thy voice : cauſe we to hear it. .. \ 

This precept teacherh ro what implojmcnt che Þ ride, would, give 
her ſelf for ever: T bey being ſubdued whichduclt ro autrec. againſt 
her, and all things ſetled in moſt calme peace... We have often told 
you that the precepts of this Song are propheſies of common affaires. 
The bride is faid co dwell.in the Gardens after the ſame manner as 
before, Chap. 4+ 12. when by Conſtantzres. Autherity ſhee was fen- 
ced by the ſafegard of the Civill Law, but, in thoſe laſt, times the 
Magiſtrates over all, eſpecially in the new colle&ted. Congregations, 
ſhill bend all their force to defend che Chareh ; herein onely this 
\h:ll differ from that, becauſe the firſt:-garden was cloſed with one 
wall, their whole affxires adminiſtred I one mans rule, this new 
Garden(as alſo that reſtored,Cha. 6. 1.)thall be divided with many 
incloſurcs, for the variecy..ot Preſidents which ſhall governe in ſeve= 
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rall provinces, . As concerning the Precept. ' The companions that 
hearken, are all the Citizens of the Church, for then'the Church 
brin eth'it to paſſ\*thar' the: Bridegroom may heare Her fellowes, 
ciarts, tbr citizens/and particular Conprep itivns, when ſheſincerel 
delivereth the right way to beleeve in Chriſt, and to worſhip God, 
fo that from her myſt wholſome inſtfuQions, ſins may be acknow- 
ledges, imerty-implored, goodnefſe preached, and God in the'end 
may receive his dat honour, "This js thar'voice of the;Companions; 
wherewith the Bridegroom ſhall be' delighted, Which from that time 
ſhil ſound in rhe'Church for ever,and which voice the Citizens learn 
to pronounce, [:ſtning to the dofrine and inftrudtion 6f the Church 
theirMerher, $0 LCM Ng 

Verſi *t 4. Make haft; or” fly hente ney belryed, andbee than like to 
« Roe; 0% 10 8 youbg Fart upon the 'mounrainer of Spices, 

Tt is the common deſire in the Brides behalfe, which is delivered 
in this'verſe, for the' Univerſal! 'Charch-b:eaketh, forth into theſe 
words, that the Bridegroom ſhould fiy away intro the mount.iines of 
SYtcet; What iy tho now weary 'of tis prefence, whom with ſug! 
labour; ſhe before fours e beingabſenr, that {6& ſhould To ſoone 
coinmand him out of her ſight?” ' No, but when the' Spon,7 earnclt- 
ly defireth*thather beloved would fly 2ur of the garden into the 
mountains of Spices : it is 48 5f ſhee Thoulg | elire,chat, leaving the 
earthhe' would retird again tothe hetvenly fore T=:for chit mean 
the? Mvantarecy of Spies. Nor that (bewilh':th (bang alone 
and depriw$d of His imbratings ) 3ny TohgertoNticke in _the filchy 
dregpes of this world : but tharſhe earneſtly* defirerh to fly hence 
her ſelfe together with her beloved, and to come to the inheritance | 
laid up for the Ele&tin heaven, For the (ont of the Siſters ) which 
eveninew' deſired thar ſheemight be fixed, to his heart; as a Seal, 
could 'not endure this divorce, to tarry Here behinde bim. This 
is all one with that of Saint [ohn, Rev. 22. 20. Come Lord le/ns; dif- 
fering a little in words, Jo'» requeſteth that the Bridegroom would _ 
ſhew him'elf to the world in the moſt glorious minifeſtation' of .his _ 
Majeſty; which 1s now- covered from the eyes 'of the world at the 
fight hand of the Father, and ſo at length would pur an' end to 2ll 
things. The Spou/e defireth thar this Beame, how brigh: ſoever, 
which ſh1ll then ſhine in the ear:h,would as it were collec his light, 
and withdraw it ſelf into heaven. Either of them witheih the cid, 
but he defineth it by comming from Heaven : ſhe by depatting trom 
the earth. Eicher of which we expect, the comming firſt , the de- 
paiture 
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parture after,  Hitherto, goeth .chis divine.Paeme , but pointerh 


not out the laſt moment of crime, - It is ſufficient that ic ſerreth forth 
the condition of the laſt Church more diſtinctly and exaRly, I ſup- 


poſe,then any ather part of the holy. Scripture. Many large and ple;- 
Fint Prophdics do ayme at the calling'otche Tewes,, but Recs ala 


all ſer up their market: bur of the other Silters'coming 'to._ the truch 


by her help, they make a more obſcure aad generall mention,yet out 
of this interpretation it may be underſtood kow falſe they are, who 
ſer downe the cnd of the world at a certain yeex.qut of ſore limited 


number in the Scripgures ,;cſpegially.if rkey. compare, this -Propheſie 


with the Revelation and Daniel, For that ReſurreQion, Dar.12. and 
Rev.20. 12.Alſo that, 18 5s dove, ofthe ſeventh .Viall, Reve, 16, 17. - 
appertaineth to-the calling of the Iews; So that where we ex; ect the 
end of the world, there we finde, the, beginning ofa, new Church; 
which is. cot like to he far a day or, a week, ora ſhort tune; The, An- 
j 'Þ far and wide ſpreafcs: 20, 5, 64h 
| rt. | ton of che-elder 
iſter, Now ſeeing the Church of the Tewes ſhall begin:to flouriſh 
about 400. yeers after that ReſurreRion, 600. yeers at lealt (hall be 
lefe whereinſhe ſhall-caign here upon the-earthr bur how-long atter, 
he only knoweth, who knoweth all things. I can light upon no mark 
or token of time that may-give: Eyen the leaſt conjecture ; Daniel 
faith, after the deſtruARion of the Turkiſh Empire, { which ſhall be 


*deltroyed by Converſion of the Tewes) a ſpace ſhall be given tor the 


reſt the Beaſts to Hive\ #07. for 4 tine, and a tinie appointed.” Bur 
this ſpar&is neither expreſſed} neithet perhaps ſhall the End of the 


"World be joyned with thie'deſttution of the remnant. That there- 
fore which hath troubled many, asif that: certain limiting.of time 


which offereth it ſelf in-the Revelation and ctſewhere, ſhould bring 


"tis ro the end'of all'('repreſſing or mollifying"the words of Chriſt, 
-AMar.13. 32. by-threrpretationh) may hence: edelivered, rom this 


fear, for all thoſe accounts end, eirh&tinthETewes Cdnverlign,” or 
if they goe a little farther ( whereof I finde only two, Which I have 
ſpoken of before ) they rather ſhew within what time the.cnd ſhall 
not be, then at what moment it is to be expeted.* Wherefore that 
of Chriſt remaineth without doubt,in the ſame meaning as the words 


.do properly"thew £7 bv. Hhg fl theneſel v3 3 hiovw"Hocthe very alt 
.day,*, We verily -believethis day by faith, 3nd have many rokens 


of its drawing neere, but I ſuppoſe we fail of any account that 


may-bring us to any neere knowledge thereof, If any think I have 


O 000000 2 opened 
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"Cars. 
' Opened a window to ſecurity by removing the bounds of ir ſo far 
off * let him know if the ſhorrnefle of this life and'the end uncertain 
move him not, neither wtllrhe neerenefſe of this day move him 
any whit at all. What matter. makes it whether Chriſt himſelf 
come to judgement in the ſight of all men, or- thou be drawne to- 
judgement ar his Tribunal] Seatezor oughteft thou not be carcfull of 
thine own end, unlefle the end of the whole world do accompany 
it > Lee the Wicked be filthy ftsll, yer this thought will cafily ſhake off 
ſecurity from the godly, 'though this revealee@rruth may nota little 
bridle the tongues of the wicked, which draw all things into doubt, 
' whiles they-read'of fixed termes in ſome mens workes, and by uſe 
learn them to be deceived by conjeure. As 'if the errour of blinde. 
man { and ſuch verily are the ſharpeſt fighted in Divine Matters ) 
ſhotild be a ſufficient Argument ro ſubvert the truth of God. We... 
may be deceived in obſcure rhitgs, and not plainly delivered to us of 
purpoſcper the'Divine Truth doth neither deecive, nor is deceived, 
"as they too late ſhall finde, which have deſpifed it. But.lee this he 
an end of this plain expofition. Ros. 
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 APrayer.  ' + hy 

-ovrp<l! xt be to thee O mercifull Father, together With the 
4Sonne and hely Ghoſt, which haſt. ſo much refpetted our infirmity,. 
that rhew baſt. vouchſafed to inform ns of things, ts comeeven to the 
laft end. hereby, and by the v/e of times paſt we may. be confirmed in 
 #by truth, and not run headlong into. unforeſeen wiſchiefes in the know- 
tedge ff things to come. Let not Nr knowledge vaniſh Without frune I 
befeech thee, but beſtoW the comfort thereof upon thy. Charch ; that ſhe 
' looking into the gary of thy Children may Loi all the troubles and 
' | decentfull delights of this life, and may conflantly proceed to that mark. 


for Which the Crowne 1s 1aid np iv Chriſt Jeſus, To Whom with thee 
0 Father, and With the holy Spirit,þe all honour. , praiſe and glory for 


ever and ever, eAmen.. 
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WD The Popes | 
SPHACTACELEES 
| Or his 
CLFMACTERFCALL 
yecre calculated in Augnf?, 

ON Anno 1623. 


SKSI&$ Riefe Notes out of feverall.-Expoſitors of the Revela- 
| ron, touching the riſing and fall, progreſſe and 
| B 5 finall deſtruRtion of the Enemies' of the Church: - 

T& with ſome ether obſervances out of divers writers. 

FIps St, Fobm. wrote his Revelation and ſent itto the 

VE, ſeven Churches in 4a wmor, now called Natolia. 

He wrotc it Arne 97. as Enſcbins faith : in 99. as Ireners aith. 
He dyed under 7rjan, r09,.as moſt fay; But Jerome and Nicephorus 

ay in 100, | 
7 This Prephefie is of things to come, and'not of things paſt, as is 
well obſerved. by Mafter Brightman. ; h 
| I is to be obſeryed, for the better underſtanding of this Prophe- 
fie, what names and' Titles the Revelation giveth to the adverſaries 
ef the Church,which are as followeth; 

The firſt and laſt adverſarics-are cafled a dragon; aw open and 
perverſe cnemie to Chriſtianity, which were the heathen Emperors, 
and now the Turkes, a the beſt expoſitors undetſtand ir. 

The ſecond and third after the Dragon are two bealts, the ficſt 
out of the Sea, the fecond out of the earth,,,. | 

The fourth is called a Whore and Babylon, chap. 17. 1. and 5. Ab 
ſo that Whore is called the great City,&c. which in Saint 7ebns the 
was.onely Rome. 

The 


; | The Dragon the firſt Adverſa 
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| ry was deſtroyed by Conſ{antin 
the great in overthrowing Dioclefian, Marentins and Maximinian 
Anno 311. he began his Raigne Ano 306, or 307. 

After the overthrow of the Dragon, a Beaſt ariſeth preſently out 
of the Sea : which Brightman expounds erroneous dodrine, fo like- 
wiſe hath he Eccleſiiſticall Government. And in Conftantines time 
Rome was called the firlt Sea, Conſtantinople the ſecond, Alexandria 
the third, Antioch the fourth, and Fernſalems the fifth, And ſo the 
Romaniſts at this day ityle the Popes juriſdition. - - 
© The other beaſt riſeth out of the Earth, which is the Popes ſpiri- 
tnall and Temporall power, or. rather his deare friends, the Anti- 
chriſtian Emperours; becauſe ir is faid verſe 11. that this beaſt 
cauwiern ml that dwell in the earth ro worſhip -the . firſt Beaſt,_. 
which is the Pope; for they were his firſt builders and are his chicfe 

illars, &c. 2 | | 
: He is likewiſe called the Bealt which was/and is not,Cbap.17.17, 
by which is meant the Rowane Empire, in the Weſt, which lay voide 
three handred twenty five yeeres , from Auguſtulus, to Carol 
Jagnm. , Ren 
Alſo, the Beaſt was taken, and with him that falſe Prophet which 

wrought miracles, &c. Chap. 19. 20, which ſeeme to make them 
to be two diſtin perſons. SOBEL WM 
Thus alſo is Rowe plaincly deſcribed to be ſet on ſeven. hills and 
ruling over the Kings of the earth: which make Belarmine 'and 
Rebira beth Teſnites ro confelle that Reme is the Whore there meant. 
: Rome alſo maintaines Idolatrie and Superſticion in her Religion, Go- 
vernment, and Policie; which in Scripture is called Whoredome: 
then the Pope is not the Whore, but one of the Beaſts or Bawds 
rather (if you will) to the Whore. For example ; he maintaines 
Stewes in Rome, yeclding: him' yeerely 4cooo. Duckets, and tecei- 
vethycerely of Cnrtizans 50900. Duckets, and granteth  diſpenſa- 
| tions to his Cardinals to uſe Sodomerry in the three hot moneths 
of the yeere. I would know of any Teſuite whether the Pope can 
pardon a finne before jt be committed &c. As he did Herry the 8. 
to marry his brothers wife : 'the King of Spaine his Neece ; the 
Arch-durches, Alherexs, whom ſhe might call, Brother, Uncle, atid 
Cozen. And fol leave it to the indifferent to judge, whether he be 
the Whore, the Beaſt, or a Bawd. 
The Whore is ſaid to fit upon a Beaſt, Revel. 17, the Pope is this 
whores only {tzy and prop, ( qu neſcit ?) And fo Iunins Napier and 
Bright» 


- 
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Emperours, whoſe punifhment and deſtrufion is deſcribed , (hap. 
17. and 18. verſe 3. and 4. © UE Id th, 
-In che thirteenth chapter it'is ſaid thar the firſt beaſt is wounded 
and healed by a Dragon , before the ariſing of the fecond Beaſt; 
which Dragon ſome ſay was Arhaulphu that wounded Honorixs the 
Emperour, Ann.414.Ochers ſay Odoacer,who overthrew Auguſtus 
the laſt Romane Cefar.Another(viz.D. Forbes, now a Biſhop in Scot- 
Hand) faith,it was T heodoricus the Oftrogorh, Ann. 476. Others Alaricus 
a Goth that ſackt Rowe , Anno 541, Theſe were all heathen Kings, 


and theref6re accounted among the Dragons , whereof one healed 


the firſt Beaſt, viz. the Pope, _ 

- After this Rowe was under the Exarches of Ravenna 1997. yeers, 
which were Chriſtians; then under the Lumbards 56. yeers, which 
at firſt were heathen and afrer Arrians, and had bit apart of the 
Empire. Ye | | 

In this time the Y5ſgothes ruled in Spaine,the Aleins in Guines 
al Gaſcoine,' the French men in the reſidue of Francegthe J'andall; 
a" Africke, the Sixth is Britain , the Oftrogoths in AMije and 
Hung arie , the Herules and Turinges 1 lie and © Rome. Only 
the name of the Empire remained with Zexo in the Eaſt, Tran/a- 
mundu King of the Vaudalls in Africke baniihed 220. Biſhops 
Ano.459: Abont the time was'great alteration of States and King- 
doines 3 Carolus magna overchrowing the Gethss and Vandalls with 
Alaticus and the Lumbardr,was by Pope Honorius made Emperout 
of the Welt, Anno 802.( Mc lanithon and Langnet ) 

So from Arngzzſtulnit to Carolus Magnus the Empire was void, 
325. yeers, wherein ſaith Eraſmus, Amichrif was to ariſe. Downam, 
Napier and * rget fay he roſe when Conſtantine removed the 
Empite { out of the way )) to Conſtantinople; It is true, then'the 
whore conceived the monſter, but ſhe bore him in her womb 35. 
yeers, before ſhe brought him forth to the fight of the world, 
2, Thefl. 2, | | 

He that withheld was taken away by Conſtantine, ( 311 ) whe 
he overthrew Dizocleſian, Maxentins, and Maximinian the laſt of 
thoſe Dragons : neither is he there ſaid preſently to appear or be 
born? into the world, Chap. 13. 11. and 12. LE 

'The ſecond Beaſt after his riſing, cauſeth the earth and them that 
dwell therein to worſhip the firſt Beaſt , whoſe deadly wound was 
healed. Theſe were the Emperours:as Phocnswho gave the firſt title 

. © 


— HY A k 
”. TEA =: 
Wraps 2 Ip Fg 5 
a AER ee LE 3 TY 
* W# at 
Y 


Brightman take it : but Downam thinks it meant of the Germane = 


' _ - ofuniverſall-Biſhop to Boniface the third, Bale faith,he was 2 Britain 


firſt named Ferefridiw, Arino.606. Pepin and Charles the great, who. 
#2ve great revenews to Leo the third.But theſe were of the Race of 
the ſecond Beaſt;and nor of the Dragon. About 100 ycers after the 
death of Charles the Roman Empire came to Otho the firft German 
Emperor, Ann. 936. After in 996. the Ecl ors of the Empire were 
ordained, by Pope Gregory the ſeventeenth and Ocho the third. = 

Neither were Boniface or Lee the firſt Beaft as ſome take ir, for 
the twe Beaſts were bred and born long before}, as hereafter will 
plainly appear. PERL BIY CS 

Thus much ſhall ſuffice to diſtinguiſh between the Dragon,the 
Beaſt, the falſe propket,and che whore, Rev. 20, 2. —_ 
© The Dragon called alſo the devill and Satan is bound for 1606, 
yecrs:his firlt binding by Conſtantine continued untill Zedok the firſt 
Emperour of the Turks : which was 1310. This dragon began to 
breed, Anno 1051. but was not of full growth untill Orramar the 
firſt Emperour, Anno 1300. Then the Dragonand Satan compaſſed 
the tents of the Saints and the beloved city, Rew. 20. who werethe. 
Chriſtians. In this rime the Chriſtians recovered again Tera/alem, 
and held it 92. ycers, Chet: ink. i... | WES 

The two witneſſes MM, and their corpes lying in the ftreets of 
the great city unburied three dayes ol a half, is expounded by 
Brightman to be the decree of the Councell of Trent, the Pope and 
Charles the fifth,dated the cight of April 1546; Calling the ſcrip+,. 
tures a dead letter, as Pope Innocent had before decreed, And fo 
ſcriptures were but as a dead corpes, forthe ſpace of three yeers 
and a half, ( S/eydas ) untill che coming of Aſawritixe, and the men 
of Magdeburg,who made the aid councell toflic the ninth of Ne- 
vember 1549, This councell continued by firs 17 or 18 yeers. The 
Emperour with the conſent of his brother Ferdinands and the 
Princes of Germany ſuffered the Scriptnres again to be read in their 
mother tongue by a decree at Awuſburg the ſeventh of October 1555. 
when the rwo witneſſes were ſet again upon their feet, Chap. 11. 13. 
And then the tenth part of the city is faid to fall, which was Eng- 
dand, Denmark, Swetia and a great part of Germany fell then a- 
way fromthe Romiſh Religion or ſea. 

| Napiey takes it to be meant of the councell of Conflance , which 
began Anno 1414. _ fe EN 

Theſe two witneſſes are to prepheſie 1260 dayes clothed in fack- 
cloth , which are ſo many yecrs, and then they are to'be Fon 

W her- 


Wherefore they muſt not begin at Conſtanrives tithe, 28 Napier and'— © | 
drool ſe, buta Incle after his death ar the Coe © 3 
Ariminum : where above 200, good- Biſhops: oppoſed the mulei-" 
cade ofthe Arrians. Languer faith it was hetd; Anno'361; Melienithon 
362, from thence the 27 of September , it-was removed to Selens 
cine, From whence ( adding 1260 yeers) it wiltfall'outto be a- . 
bout 1620 or 1621. About which time was the loſe and fall. 
of-choſe-two famous Churches of Bohexwia andthe Palatinare :*or 
i you will, the great afflitions that fell on the rwo Charthes of 
France and Germany , which cauſed -a great rejoycing” among 
_ in all places. But if I might fee them upon their feet again 
either in Anno 1624 or 25. 1 ſhalt be confident it 'was meant of 


em. i CTHOITTY & On 

-. Parker who wrote upon the crofſe, and diediat Frankford; faith 
(by learned Brightmans leave) that by the Angel powring' our 
his 'viall on the ſun; is meant ſome great affliction. to fall upon 
ſome Chutch, And the Angel fhewing Toby the deſtruftion of the 
whore out of rhe wildetneſſe', meaneth that he which ſhaY deſttoy 
Rome, his country mult be firſt-made a wildexnes, which heTaith is 

ſome Proteſtant or Lutheran State; Chap; 14.734.' 0: 08 boi (+ 
- The time, times and half a'time, mutt agree witli the ſixth verſe 
of the twelfth chapter, where the woman isfedin the defart 1200, 
dayes, which make three yeergand a half, 51 517 bi ne 920, 
- Allo they ſay irwas'the cuſtbme of che Prophers'toaceourt yeets 
by moneths, weeks'and days, as Num, 14 34\\Exeoh."4. 5,6. The 
70. weekes in Daniel mult of necefity be 490; yeers:'42.4ayes and 
Nineveh ſhall be deſtroyed, Torah. 3.4. which came to pale juſt 40; 
yrers after, by Cyaxures. And thirteene yeers before the deſolati- 
on of + u{alem by Nebuchadnexzar.” Enſchine,' Of 'the'Fintes of the 

alteration of States. /- 4 9 PIR OIL TOI 

Nintveb che Imperiall city of the Aſſyrians was diſtant from'Fe- 
ies north-caſt 648, miles.” And Anno mwndi 3238, and before 
t730; Merodach a Chaldean ſlew Senacharib and his ſonne 
eAſarbaddox , and\ made the Afſyyiars ſubjeR'to the 'Babylonians, 
* Babylon is 680; miles from [ernſalem towards the eaſt. Aboiir 536. 
yeers before Chriſt Babylon-was taken by Cyrus. And ſo the Empire 
of the Babylonians came to the Perfians. Per/epolss thejg chief city 
was from-Jernſalem, 1240 miles towards the caſt: about 302, yeets 
before Chrift Al-xander magnus' overctame- Darin and tranilated 
the Empire ro the Grecians, Their chief city Philippi was diſtant 
. -. PpppppPp from 
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is ſrom lerufglem) 954: miles.north-eaſt,: A little before Chrilts time 
, HOEaGs name of . r;4 bus is was ferled in Auger at. 
birch of Chriſt, So.awch of the ſecondef Dawes .. - - 
«I la che cleventh-ehapger,. the: rwo. witneſlas prophiclie 
in-ſackcloth 1260. dayes.:' -- | 
In the twelfthchapter, 


—_ 
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., But I know Wy oviiig er oletions incredible ,confide 
the Popes and the Emperours late preyailings; together with 
and the King of Spaines.power. I aoſwer: The whores;plaguesare 
to come upon her ata day, Chep.19: Which may wellhe: food 
6 4 10 Pre upon a ſuddain, oo bog 1 nn ft 16 

loif Babylon be and were an Anticype off Rowe,as it is apparent; 
Babylon was of an incredible ſtrength: and greataeſle. The: walls 
were. 59. cubits thick,and 260 high, and 380. farlongs/in compade 
þ Sorel faith, which makes.48. miles! The river Emplretcs: ran 


TEE 


row it. The firſt founder wis Ajmiod;:like' Rovvn/ur:;thrantied 
with, the moſt perſpicuous'note of erucky compelling his vaſſals 

like the Pope ) to worſhip him with divine wo: ſhip ,” and after his 

ath to be honoured for one of the principal: gods by the name of 
Satarne, (-Chep, 18.) And fiRomendeſtriiftion be defcribed by-the 
name of Baby/on-: and Babylon was deſtreyedupon aſuddain;when 
they werefecure, Belſhexzat was merry inchiscups. The fame night 
the city was taken deſtroytd: and ſo-may theiPope for any thidg 1 
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. Andif any axk;by whom icſball come.topadle. Tris faid, Fpw.17: 


- that there are ten horns ,» which are! cc Kings; who ſhall hate the 


whore and make her defolate. 'H any demand* who'theſe ten Kings 
are,ter chem reade Aſfaxweld Tury of 24. Prophets,whereof twelve 
3rc tanonizedby Popes For Saints, Bale reckons-them ſeven in Eng- 
land,ong in Stethend;; onein ireland and one in ptre, Theſt faith he 
ſhall hare the whore and makether deſolate. The MT LARGE ©: 
' ButI will cite two'or three of Maxwell Prophets which are 
moſt to the purpoſe, | 
-- Firſt Paulus Secundws and: Grebnerws of Miſma. .. 
hn rhe Germane Hſtrologian.” 
He foretelling divers range things which have fince come to 
paſſe. As the deftution 'and diffipation of the Spaniſh fleete in $88, 
The murther of Henry the third of France: the preferment of Hemp 
the fourth'to the crown. The beſie an Jen winning of Grooging 10 
Friezland-ard the,death of Philip - econd. King) gf Spaige\un\ his 
Sericam mund; filum. He alſo, docth deliver that the Lyon, baving 
the coſe and the lillhies.om his armes ſhall utterly. deſtroy the: Pope ; 
fo that afterward there hall neyer be.any more Pope... 11114, 1 
3 5 : .T hs farre HAex\ell ont 0 Grebnerid, Hi. 02 361-5466 
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" . _* This char follows of Greb»eyncls taken ourof the Originall, in 


wo 
” 


Trimey Library, Banner. 173. © WE 1 + 
The Womens Scepter and':Diademe being laid down or taken 
away fromthe honſe of Auſtria by farall neceſity, being oppreſſed 
of the Germanes, and Forr aiqners, Frexch, Engliſh, Daniſh, and 
| "ge 4 Ts and flowing togecher hence and thence, Whenee 
ſhall a horrible, bloedy and moſt ſharp battell atife, wherewith alt 
Europe (' being grievouſly ſhaken ) (halltremble: and being ſundry 
waies rent and waſted, 1t ſhall be oþnoxious to notable' mutations 


3-2 changes. To this battaile; (andro the making'of eruptions 'in« 


to the provinces of the Pomeranes; Megapolenſians, and Danes ) 

the King of Swevia of that time ſhall bexnvited and drawne by the 

writings of the Legate ofthe: Romane Sea:to-which,if he {Hall obey 

he becomes the.necreſt Companien orfeliow of 'War; but evittyand 
unluckily, by tharpropinquity or neerenefle, Wherefore I counſel 

him to leave S»e21e in that ſtate he had + received it.-' So himſeife, 
his Rocke andPoſterity ſhall quietly and peaceably enjoy it, being 

content with their ewn condition : Wherewith they do Govern, 
they ſhall preſerve.their-Nation and Subjedts; and keep then beynd 
nockem in-duty., - But if he ha/tderermime. wich! his hearr co per> 
ſwade his people, and'to draw themfrom the way ,' the Lord ſhall 
take him away by death. Anrdſoiof or from a Charles, a Great 
Charles reigning, is made,who wich grearſueceſit and fortune ſhall 
rule the Northerne peopley and.avan Enemie fight luekily 'with his 
Navie againſt the Spaniſhipowerant>Tyrahny,and'their Navie or 
Armado... And: together with other Chriltzran: forees eonjoyned 
ſhall fight ſtoutly and fiercely. But God doth call our-of this life the 
Popiſh. wife of the King, from whence the Rowane High Pricſt ſhall 
conecive great ferrour , which- ſhall-die more mmereaſe and preſſe 
when Charles the King himſelf ſhall oppofe Antichriſt, and bee ad- 
verſe unto him, and ſhall joyne'his forces to. the Bands of the Ger. 
Manes and other neighbours, and oppugne or fightagainſt the Spa- 
niſh Diademe.: And then the Swevizn ſhall uſt his Navie with moſt 
happre ſaccefſe, and his people by Iand , and'by Sea, againft the 
TEST CD pop 

*' Fbhemia doth fee? trettalts and *warlike rioyfes, with a great 
falling away of her-people: - At that time, the laſt Ce/ar of the houfe 
of Arft+1a, ſhall-put on the noſe of the EleRorof. Saxone, Spaniſh, 
fraudulent, deceiprfoli, flattering, and treacherons Spefticles. The 
nature of; which ſpeRacles at lift he knowes and*by-experience is 


” taught, 


” tau hr, that theſe ſpeRacles of the houſe of Yuftriv, are coHloguinyg + 
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or Hattering and glorious words, wicked and treacherous praftiſes- 
And if he go on further to give credit unto them: he ſhall caſt head- 
long himſelfe,. wife, and children, and all che confederates of Chri- 
fteadome into pernicious deſtruftion, whence the Pope of Rome 
ſhall take up a great laughter. Buc the Lord doth faife up an Fle- 
&er which ſhall throw down and raze out the Romane Antichriſt 
with all his members and ayders.  * - ; 24 
In thjs violent, head-long and'Sea-tumulr, and in theſong of de- 
ſpaire of the Romane Ceſ4r, the Exiles of all the Kings and Princes 
of Europe; the Bawarians, the Bohemians, Burgunds.ms, and Portin- 
galls, ſhall be r;Rored to their formereſtare. And a noble and ſtout 
Bohemian Lord doth poſſeſſe and recover his juriſdiction. 
. .They that have,not ſeene the deſtruction, the' meeting rogether 
of Armes; and the diſlipation': thefe' bemyg expelled, ſhall plot or 
ſeeke their recovery. And the heires of them ſhall concend and 13- 
bour,, that by the bonnry of the latt Emperour of Germanie they 
'may be ſet againe in the place of their Anceftors. 
- There-ariſeth now a fortnnate, Bohemian,” Ziſca for the Boheri- 
an Warre. And a certaine Germane Zi/ta; moſt powerfull and fa- 
* mous': Who ſhall. bruiſe and breake'the heads of rhe Teſuires in 
Germany. He ſhall drive and baniſh them our of Bobemia and ' Au- 
ſ##ia, and ſhall ſubdue ro himſelfe the Bohemians and alt thar thorow 
Avuſtria.and Pannonia even to (onſtantinople, and all thoſe* people, 
' And thereforeir is meete and juſt; that 1glicrering aud precions ggl- 
den crowne, burning, be ſer on'the head of this Texrmicall ar Ger- 
mane Ziſca, or on the head of the' Storke, who: being a greit 'and 
Rout Warrioir doth come forth out of rhe Rock of Marr, * 
And he ſhall be calleÞa worthy nobleman, He ſhilf ruſe vidv- 
riouſly, which ſhall doe theſe famous things and happily finiſh rhem 
with his other Captaines of Z:/ca. After theſe changes, a ſubcile 
exerciſed interpretor of the Revelation of Saint Tohn, may more 
caſily underſtand, and more lively decipher the ſame, the ninths be- 
ng paſt by little and little berweene the 606. There ſhall be a r ore 
lively explicatien of thoſe things which Ezechie! and Daniel have 
Propheſied of the laſt AR of the age of the world. 


Pauls Grebnerus his filken thread of the world perfe- 
&ed at Magdeburgh. Anno. 157 4. | 


This booke was found in the Cloſet of Queen Elizabeth ax 
her death by DofFor Nevill, 8c. Alſs 


" Alſo 4 Prophefie of Capiſtranus is the Revords of Can- 
rerbury. | 
:- TRE [ on of the houſe of Burgundy having got the Empire, will 
ſeeketo Paild a fare neſt for his. young : but ir ſhall nor bez for 
thece ariſeth a certaine grave and conſtant man, neere Agqui/grave 
of the Rheene, who being. choſen, ſhall reſtore rhe Apoſtolicall di- 
ſcipline. And in the third incurſion of time ſhall prevaile and dg 
great things, and there ſhall be of his race to the day of jadge- 

. This Capiſtrenus, was a Franciſcan Ainorite Fryer, and prayed 
for the Souldiers under Hwxiades at the fiege of Belgrade by 
the Turke Anno 1454. ſaith Symonds, fol. 224. Heis alſo one 

\ of Maxwelts Prophers., ; EY et ik 

| Alſo Noftrodams ſaith, that Rewe ſhall be ruled by her old Bri- 

tons/h head. | Airs 6 a IG 
Thoſe 10. Kings which were to riſe with the beaſt and pave their 
power to her, and which ſhall alſo hate the Whore and make her 
deſolate. Bale reckons them as before, ſeven in England, the other 
three in #ales, Ireland, and Scorland. Theſe, faith he,roſe with the 
| Beaſt, and firſt gave their power tothe Beaſt, and did wt homage, 
aying him Peter pence as a ſervice. This was Ano 433. This king- 
_ dome an afterward reduced into a Afonarchy by Aluredus, Anyo 

D om. 637. | _ "be 

;,.. ButI FU like Grebnerws jadgement, who reckons them.thu*, 
he French, the Engliſh, the Danes, the Swetian: andthe Germanes; 


[1 


or they begin to combine -prettily rogether at this time. 
Savanorolla ſaith that one ſhould come overthe Alpes like to Cy- 
r44, which ſhould ſubyert'and deſtroy Zealy and Rome, ,He lived 


about, Anno 1496. faith Lenguer, _ 
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